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summoned a group of his companions. They accompanied him 
to the treasury and entered it. He then sent for the Qur'an 
reciters and called them in; he also summoned the treasurers 
and commanded them to open the doors behind which the 
assets were kept. When he saw the abundance of wealth, he s 


“This is my harvest, and the best of it.” 


‘Then he distributed the wealth among his companions, who 
consisted of twelve thousand people, giving six thousand 
dithams to each one of them. He took for himself the same 
amount as others. At this time, a man came in and said “O 
‘Commander of the Faithful! My name has been left out of your 
registers and I have faced a lot of problems.” ‘Ali (as) gave his 
‘own share to that man! 


244, alGhardt ~ narrating from alMughayra al-Dabbi: “The nobles 
of Kafa were dishonest to ‘Ali (a..) and were inclined towards 
Mu'‘awiya, as ‘Ali (a.s) did not grant anybody beyond their 
Fights from the spoils. However, Mu'awiya Ibn Abi Sufyin had 
allotted two thousand dirhams to each one of the chiefs.” 

248. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — regarding a group of people in Madina who 
joined Mu'awiya: “They have known justice, seen it, heard it 
and appreciated it. They have realized that according to us all 
people are equal in rights, but they ran away to selfishness and 
partiality. Let them be far away (from God's Mercy).”* 

‘See 6/1 (Social Policies: Establishing Justice). 














4 Nab aalaghe, Letter 9, Kady ab ia, p11, Bir ab Ard, v0.38 
21, h. 78, 


An Explanation on the Method of Distribution of Public 
Revenue in Early Islam 


The term “Public Treasury” in the hadith texts is a general term for 
the public income of the Muslims that is left to the Islamic state to 
be spent. A comprehensive study of hadith (narrations) reveals that 
there are two categories of expenditure for the public treasury: the 
specific and the general. 


1. Specific Expenditure 

This category includes a series of public expenditure that has 
specific titles, such as: providing for the poor, the needy, the disabled 
and the families of martyrs; providing salaries for judges and troops; 
education and health care; the prisoners expenditures; (discharging 
the] debts of the [desperate] debtors; [discharging blood money 
(diya) for the murdered who had no personal perpetrators, the 
developing and building of cities, ete. 





2, General Expenditure 

In eatly Islam, after providing for the specific expenditure, the 
surplus of public treasury was distributed among the Muslims. In 
badith texts, this type of expenditure is referred to as the people's 
general right in the public treasury. 

The ideal distribution of the public treasury from an Islamic 
viewpoint relies on two fundamental features: 1) Observing justice 
and fairness in distribution, 2) Not locking up any public assets. 








1. Observing justice in distribution: Economic justice in the 
distribution of public facilities in Islam, incorporates two main 
criteria: giving priority to social welfare and fulfilling the needs of 
the underprivileged and vulnerable strata and increasing their 
‘welfare; observing justice regarding equal entitlements. 





‘The clearest instance of these two criteria is seen in Imim ‘Ali's 
(az) distribution policies. In his letters to his governors, he would 
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always assert the allocation of part of treasury resources to the 
underprivileged and the low-income class. His strong emphasis on 
canceling undue and ambiguous privileges and granting equal rights 
to relatives and non-relatives, Arabs and non-Arabs, men and women, 
the famous and the unknown has displayed a brilliant image of 
human justice to those searching for justice in the world. 


2. Not locking up public aseis: Hastening in spending (infdq) and 
the avoidance of locking up public assets are among the basic 
characteristics of economic policies in Islam. Despite its emphasis on 
the necessity of moderation and even planning and precautions in 
spending, Islam has strongly condemned the locking up of the public 
property and stressed on speed in disbursement, 


Considering the two above features, the ideal practice of spending 
from the public treasury can be stated as follows: Whenever part of 
the (state's) incomes is dedicated through certain planning to a 
particular purpose in a way that both the income and the expense are 
immediate, delay in spending in such cases is regarded as ‘storing’ 
and ‘parsimony’, and that is what the pad/ths concerning the 
‘avoidance of accumulating public property’ refer to. 

The holy Prophet's (3.a.w.) concern for observing this principle 
‘was 50 great that when even a small amount of the property that was 
supposed to be handed over to those who were entitled to it, 
remained in his hand, he would become very sorrowful. In the time 
‘of ‘Umar, when there had been an unprecedented increase in public 
incomes, the government proceeded to establish public treasury and 
to set up state council. The public incomes were collected and stored 
all year round then finally distributed among Muslims at the end of 
the year. 

Rejecting this policy, Imam ‘Ali (as) took up the Prophet's 
(saw) procedure in this respect after he took reign over the 
government. His avoidance of delaying the distribution of the public 
treasury, even for a single night, and his emphasis on distributing 
what existed in the public treasury and even the dividing of a rope 
into seven portions indicates his great concern for refraining from 
piling up public property. 
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s/il 
Fulfillment of Basic Needs for All 


: “God the Glorified has fixed the livelihood of 
the destitute in the wealth of the rich. Consequently, whenever 
4 poor person remains hungry it is because a rich person has 
denied (him his share) and God Almighty will question them 
about it.”" 


247, Imim ‘Ali (a.s.): “God has fixed in the wealth of the rich what is 
enough to suffice the poor. If the poor remain hungry and 
clotheless, attempts must be made to restrain the rich. It is a 
right upon God to judge the rich on the Day of Resurrection 
and punish them for this [negligence]."* 

248. Imim ‘Ali as.) “There is no one in Kafa who does not have a 
good welfare. The lowest among them in rank has wheat bread, 
sits in the shade and drinks from the Euphrates.” 


249, Tahdbih alAbkam — narrating from Muhammad ibn Abi 
Hamza on the authority of a man who was met by ‘Ali (a 
“An old blind person who was begging passed by and the 
Commander of the Faithful asked: “Who is that man?” They 
said: “O Commander of the Faithful! He is a Christi 
[The narrator says] “The Commander of the Faithful said: 
“You exploited him until he grew old and disabled, and then 

you deprive him? Spend on him from the Public Treasury.™* 





























1. Nabj abBalaghab, Aphorisen 328, Rewdet af Wa'ighn, p.o97, ‘Uyin al-Hiham wa al 
‘Madi, p. 182, 3343. 


2, abSunan aKubrd, vol 7, p. 37, 13208, Keng al‘Ummal, vol. 6 p. 528, 16840. 


3, Fada’! at Sababa, vol. |, p. $31, b. $83, ab Musenniff al Abadith wa ab-Athar, vol. 8, 
P-157, BAS. 


4. Tabdbib abAbham, vo. 6, p. 293, b $1. 
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siz 
Supporting Lowest Class 

250, Imam ‘Ali (a..) - from his letter to Qutham ibn ‘Abbas: “See 
into what has been collected with you of the funds of God (in 
the public treasury) and spend it on those around you from 
among the people with families, distressed, the starving and the 
‘empty-handed. Send the remaining to us for distribution 
among those who are next to us (throughout the state). 


251, Imim ‘Ali (2) ~ in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “Then 
(feat) God, (feat) God regarding the lowest class, the wretched, 
the needy, those suffering and the disabled who have no means 
at their disposal, for in this class there is he who begs and he 
who is needy (but does not beg). Be heedful for God's sake of 
those rights of theirs, which He has entrusted to you, Set aside 
for them a share of your treasury and a share from the crops of 
the lands taken over as booty for Islam in every area, for to the 
farthest away of them belongs the equivalent of what belongs to 
the nearest, You are bound to observe the right of each of them; 
therefore be not distracted from them by arrogance, for you 
will not be excused, if attending to the important affairs, you 
neglect the small matter and trifling. So avert not your 
solicitude from them and turn not your face away from them 
in contempt.” 

“Attend to the affairs of those (of the lowest class) who are 
unable to gain access to you, those upon whom eyes disdain to 
gaze and whom men regard with scorn. Appoint to attend 
exclusively to them a person whom you trust from among the 
God-fearing and humble and let him submit to you their 
affairs (demands). Then act towards them in a manner that will 
absolve you before Allah on the day that you meet Him. For 
among the subjects these are more in necd of equity than 
others; in the case of each of them prepare your excuse with 
Allah by accomplishing for him his rightful due.” 








(ab) at Bataghab, Lever 67, Bibar abAmwar, vol. 3, p. 487, be 12. 
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“Take upon yourself the upkeep of the orphans and aged 
from among those who have no means at their disposal and do 
‘not exert themselves in begging. (All of) This is a heavy burden 
upon rulers. The truth, all of it, is a heavy burden.” 


252, Imim ‘Ali (a) ~ in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar (as 
related in Tubaf al.’Ugal): “Take upon yourself the upkeep of the 
orphans and aged from among those who have no means at 
their disposal and do not exert themselves in begging. Arrange 
pensions for them. They are the servants of God. Seck God's 
favor through relieving them [from their plights] and keeping 
them in their proper positions in provisions and rights, since 
deeds are regarded sincere when they are well intended, The 
people, or some of them, will not be tranquil even if you settle 
their needs and fulfill their rights in your absence, without 

0 their problems physically present. This is a heavy 
ipon the rulers. The truth, all of it, is a heavy burden, 
tens it for those who seek the next world and endure 

{hardships} upon themselves and trust in the truthfulness of 

God's promise to those who endure {hardships} and are sincere, 

So be one of them and seek God's help.” 


253. Imam ‘Ali (as.) - in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar on 
various classes of people: "Know that subjects are of various 
classes, Then there is the lowest class from among the needy 
and deprived who have the right to aid and assistance. With 
God there is ampleness for each (of these classes] and each has a 
claim ypon the ruler to the extent that he will set them 
aright.”” 

254, Imam ‘Ali (as. ~ from his letter to one of his administrators 
sent for collecting taxes: “Indeed you have a fixed share and a 
known right in these taxes and there are other sharers who are 
poor, weak and starving. We shall fully discharge your rights, 
50 you should also discharge their rights fully. If you do not do 
0, you will have the largest number of enemies on the Day of 

















1 Nabi ablaheh ees Ato cf, Dem aam, wl. tb. 36 
2 Tab 
3.Na 





Usa p. 
i Belagheh, Leer Sb, Tua ‘Ug, p32. Also cf, De'‘im alam, vol, 
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Judgment, How wretched is he whose enemies in the view of 
God are the needy, the poor, the beggars, the turned away, the 
indebted and the helpless traveler [who is without any 
means).”" 


255, Da‘a'im allam: “He ['Ali] (2. gave lengthy instructions to 
Mikhnaf ibn Sulaym al-Azdi whom he had sent to collect 
taxes — in which he enjoined him to be wary of God who is his 
Lord in hidden affairs and secret actions and to meet people 
cheerfully and gently. He enjoined him to commit himself to 
hhumbleness and to avoid arrogance, as God elevates the humble 
and debases the arrogant.” 


“Then he told Mikhnaf, ‘O Mikhnaf ibn Sulaym! Indeed 
you have a fixed share and a known right in these taxes and you 
have other sharers in them who are the poor, the destitute, the 
indebted, wartiors, travelers (with no money), the slaves and 
those whose hearts are to be reconciled. We shall fully discharge 
your rights so you should also discharge their rights fully. If 
you do not do 0, you will have the largest number of enemies 
‘on the Day of Judgment. How wretched is a man whose 
‘enemies are such people!” 


s/13 
Special Concern for the Orphans 


256, alKaf? ~ narrating from Habib ibn Abi Thibit: “Honey and 
figs were brought for the Commander of the Faithful from 
Hamadin and Hulwan,’ and he ordered the authorities of the 
tribes to bring along the orphans. He seated them next to the 
[leather] containers of honey to eat from them while he 
distributed it among the people, container by container.” 





1. Nahj abBalaghah, Lecer 6. 
2 Da‘a'im abléo, vol. p- 252, Bibar abAmedr, vol. 9, p.85,b.7. 


1. An ancient city in Persia that the Arabs conquered in 640 CE and the Seljugis set 
it on fire in 1016 CE, and it was destroyed by earthquake in 1199 CE. 
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‘They asked him: “O Commander of the Faithful! Why do 
they lick the honey?” 


He said: “The Imam is a father to the orphans, and as their 
father I made them eat honey.”" 

257. Rabi‘ atAbrar — narrating from Abo Tufayl: “I saw ‘Ali (a) 
calling orphans and giving them honey to eat, to the extent 
that one of the companions said: “I wish I were an orphan 
too!” 

288. Ansab al-Ashraf ~ narrating from al-Hakam: “I saw ‘Ali (3.5) to 
whom several containers of honey were brought and he called 
the orphans and said: “Come here and eat!" to the extent that I 
wished I had been an orphan, Then he distributed the honey 
among people and one container was left and he ordered it to 
be given to the people of the mosque.” 

259, AbManagi: “Ali (as) saw 2 woman carrying a container of 
water on her shoulder. He took the container from her and 
carried it to her house and he asked about her situation. The 
woman said: “Ali ibn Abi Talib sent my husband to a frontier 
region and he was killed and he left behind orphaned children 
to me. I have no wealth and I have to serve people as a 
housemaid.” 

“Ali (a.s) returned and was distressed throughout the whole 
night, When the morning dawned, he took a basket of food on 

















his back. Some people said: “Let us carry it for you.” 
He said: “Who will carry my sins for me on the day of 
Resurrection?” 


‘Then he went to her house and knocked at the door. 

‘The woman asked: “Who ate you?” 

‘Ali (as) replied: “The one who carried your water container 
for you yesterday, Open the door; I have brought some food 
for your children.” 

The woman said: “May God be pleased with you and judge 
between me and ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib. 

He then entered the house and said: “I would like to earn 
some rewards; so choose between either you making dough and 





1. abKafi vol. p. 46, b. 5, Bibér akAnaedr, volt, p. 123, b-30 
2 Rab’ abbr, vol. 2, p. ih, abMi'zar wa abMacedzin, p. 251, Mandgib ‘Ali Amir 





abMw mintn, vol. 2, p75 
3. Amb al Arif, vol. ,p. 373. 
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baking bread or amusing the children and I will make bread?” 

‘The woman said: “I am more acquainted with the baking 
and more capable of it. You stay with the children and keep 
them amused until | finish with the baking of bread.” Then the 
woman took the flour and kneaded it and ‘Ali (a.s.) picked up 
the meat, cooked it and made morsels of dates, meat and other 
foodstuff and put them in the children’s mouth. Every time the 
children swallowed a mouthful, he would tell them: “My child! 
Forgive ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib for what has befallen you! 

While the woman kneaded the flour, she said: “O Servant of 
God! Make some fire in the oven!” ‘Ali (a.s) hastened to make 
the fire and when it flared up and the heat touched his face, he 
said: “O ‘Ali! Taste it! This is the punishment of he who 
neglects the widows and the orphans.” 

‘Another woman who knew ‘Ali (a.s) saw him and she said 
to the widow: “Woe onto you! This is the Commander of the 
Faithful!” 

‘The narrator said: “The woman hastily said: “I am ashamed 
before you, © Commander of the Faithfull” 

“Ali (as) said: “I fel ashamed before you, O servant of God, 
since | fell short of your affairs.”’ 


260. Kashf al-Yagin: “Ie is reported that one night ‘Ali (a.s) passed 
by a woman whose little children were crying out of hunger. 
‘The woman was amusing and playing with them to make them 
go to sleep, while she had set up a fire under a pot that 
contained just water so that the children would think that there 
is some food in the pot being cooked for them. 


‘The Commander of the Faithful (2) found out about the 
woman's condition. He went to his house along with Qanbar 
and he took a basket of dates; a sack of flour; some fat, rice and 
bread and put them on his back. Qanbar asked if he could 
carry it himself, but he (a.s.) refused. 











\ Managib ‘Ali ibm Abt Talib, vol. 2, p_118, Bibar alAmandr, vol. 4, p. 52. Also ef, 
Engrlopedia of Amir al Mx inte: vol. 5, . tt: The Leader of the Oppressed’. 
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‘When he reached the woman's house, he asked permission 
to enter and the woman allowed him in. He put some rice in a 
pot together with some fat and when he finished preparing the 
food, he called the children and asked them to eat. When they 
became full, he began to hop around the room (mimicking the 
actions of a lamb) and bleating and making the children laugh. 

When they left the house, Qanbar said: “O my master! I saw 
something astonishing tonight and I understood the reason for 
it that is your carrying of the food which was for the sake of 
earning reward, but I did not know the reason for your 
hopping around the room and bleating!” 

The Imam (as) said: “O Qanbar! I went to see these 
children while they were crying from starvation and 1 wanted 
to leave them while they are full and laughing. I found no way 
to make them laugh other than the way I did.”! 


s/4 
Prevention of Extravagance in Public Property 


261, Imvien ‘Ali (a): “The rulers’ generosity in using public property 
of the Muslims is injustice and treachery.”* 

262, Imm “Ali (as) ~ addressing ‘Abdullah ibn Zam'a, one of his 
followers who came to him during his caliphate to ask for 
some money: “This money is neither for me nor for you, but it 
is the booty gained by the Muslims and the acquisition of their 
swords. If you had taken part with them in their fighting you 
would have a share equal to theirs, otherwise the earning of 
their hands cannot be for other than their mouths. 





1. KabfabYagin, p36, ). 29 
2. Ghurar al-Hikam, b. 725 


3. Nabj al Baldghah, Sermon 232, Managib ‘Ali ibn Abt Tit, vol. 2, p. 110, Ghurar 
sab likam, be 372 
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263, Da‘a'im ablslém: “He [‘Ali] (as) was sitting and distributing 
‘some money among the Muslims and an elderly man stopped 
nest to him and said: "O Commander of the Faithful! As you 
see, | am an aged man and I am a contracted slave (mukat 
so help me from this money.” He said: “By God, this wealth is 
not the earning of my hands, nor it is my father's bequest to 
me; rather it is a trust that I should keep and return to its 
‘owners; however, take a seat.” 





‘The old man sat down and the people gathered around the 
‘Commander of the Faithful. He looked at them and said: ‘May 
God forgive him who helps this old man!” People started 10 
help him out.”* 


s/s 
Refraining from Preferring One’s Children 
and Kin over Others 


264, abdur‘ab: **Ali (a.)...would not leave anything of the wealth in 
the treasury, unless he was unable to distribute it the same day 
and he would say: "O World! Deceive other than me!” He 
would not allocate anything of the booties for himself nor 
would he dedicate anything to his close ones or kin." 


265, ablkbtsas - reporting on the merits of the Commander of the 
Faithful (a.s): “One day before his martyrdom, people came to 
his audience and all of them testified that he improved the 
public assets and withheld himself from their world. He did 
not take bribes, nor used the Muslims’ treasury, even as little as 
a camel's shackle; he did not make use of his own wealth except 
for his dire need. All of them testified that the most distant 
people to him had the same position to him as the nearest 
one: 

















1. A mukaétad slave it one who has contracted with his master chat if he pays his 
il be fred. 
310, b. 71, Mamagib ‘AU bw Abt Tali, vol. 2, p10. 
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SaS-1 


Hasan and Husain 

266, Ansab atAshrif — narrating from Dawad ibn Abi ‘Awf, on the 
authority of a man from the Khath‘am tribe: "I saw Hasan and 
Husain (a, eating bread, vinegar and vegetable and I said to 
them: “You are eating such food, whereas there ate various 
foods in Rubba' [for you to ea ey said: “How unaware 
you are of the Commander of the Faithfull”? 

267. Sharh Nabj at-Balaghab -narrating from Khilid ibn Mu'ammar 
al-Saditsi who was addressing ‘Alba’ ibn al-Haytham: “What do 
you expect from a man whom when I asked to add a few 
dirhams to the share of Hasan and Husain (1.4) so that they 
could possibly make up for the shortages of their lives, he 
rejected, got infuriated and did not do so.”> 

268. Fada'il alSahaba ~ from Abu Salih: “I went to visit Umm 
Kulthim, the daughter of ‘Ali (as) who was sitting behind a 
curtain that was between her and me and she was combing her 

yan and Husain (2.5) came in and went to her while she 

ting there combing her hair. 
They said to her: “Why don't you give anything to Aba 

Salih to eat?" 




















“They brought in a bowl containing some 
soup and grains and 1 asked: "You serve me with such food 
while you are masters?!” 


“O Aba Salih! What would you say if 
you see the Commander of the Faithful?" 











|. Rabb has several meanings. It is the namse ofa village near al Qudisys; it also 

means the public square as well a the courtyard to a mosque. Here it seems 10 
y's public square. 

2 Amat asia, vol. 2p 375, ab War, . 9, b 28, Mandgib Al be Ab Tali, 
vol 2p 108 

4. Sharb Nahj at Balighab, vol. 10, p.280 

4 Fadel atSababa Ol tp 0,1. 91, a Masai fal Abadub wa atdibtr, old, 
P. 156 b.7 
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ing from ‘Abdullah ibn Abi Sufyan: 
the villages in the region of Sawad (in 
Iraq) brought a cotton garment to me as a gift and he presented 
similar garments to Hasan and Husain (as). Then when ‘Ali 
(a.s.) proceeded to give the Fri Sermon in al-Mada’in, he saw 
Hasan and Husain (as) wearing the garments. He sent 
someone to me and Hasan and Husain (2.8) to ask [us] where 
the garments were from. 
“Abdullah ibm Abi Sufyin replied: “One of the chiefs of the 
villages in the region of Sawad sent these garments (as gifis] (0 
me and Husain (a). 

He went on to say: “Ali (a.s) took them from us and put 
them in the treasury." 















S/S -2 


Umm Kulthiim 


270, attkbriség. “A gift from the sea was brought for ‘Ali (as) from 
Basra whose price was not known, 0 his daughter Umm 
Kultham said to him: “O Commander of the Faithful! Will 
you give it to me to wear it around my neck as ornament?” 

‘The Imam said: “O Aba Rafi"! Pur it in the Treasury! It is 
impossible, except when all Muslim women have one like 
that.” 

2M. AtMwannaf ~ narrated by AbY Rafi’ who was ‘Ali's (2) 
tucasurer: "I gave Ali's (a) daughter a pearl from the Treasury, of 
which the Commander of the Faithful had knowledge, to 
‘ornament herself with. He saw it on her and he asked: “Where did 
the gt tit from? Iam responsible in front of God to cutoff her 
hand.” 


Aba Rafi' said: “When I found out about this, I said: ‘O 
Commander of the Faithful! I gave it to my brother's daughter, 
otherwise where could she have gotten it from?” When he heard 
this, he kept silent.”* 





4, Tarik Dimashg, vol. 42, p. 478 “Tarjumat almém ‘Ali (as” researched by 
Muhammad Bigir at Mabmedi” (vol. p. 182, 1253). 

2 aldkhrias, p.151, Bibdr alvtwar, vol 40, p. 108 

SabMuannaf ft atApadits wa atAuhtr, wo. 2, p. 622 b. 6, Terikh al Tabars, vol 5, 
pulse. 
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272. Yahdhib al-Abkam — natrating from ‘Ali ibn Abi Rafi‘: “I was 
the treasurer and scribe of the Commander of the Faithful and 
there was a necklace in his Treasury which had been obtained 
in the battle of Basra, 





‘The daughter of ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (2.5) sent a message to 
me saying: “I have heard that there is a pearl necklace in the 
Treasury of the Commander of the Faithful and that it is at 
your dispotal. I would like you to lend it to me to wear during 
the celebration of id abadba.” 


I replied the message asking: “O Daughter of the Commander 
of the Faithful! Is it as a guaranteed loan to be returned?” 





‘She replied: “It is a guaranteed loan to be returned in three 
days.” So I handed it over to her. The Commander of the 


Faithful found it with her and recognized it and he asked: 
“How did this necklace happen to be with you?” 

‘She said: "I borrowed it from ‘Ali ibn Abi Rafi, the treasurer 
of the Commander of the Faithful in order to wear it as an 
ornament during ‘d aladhé and then return it to him.” 

The Commander of the Faithful sent for me and I went to 


him, He told me: “O Son of Abi Rafi'! Are you betraying the 
Muslims?!” 





I said: “I seek refuge in God from betraying the Muslims.” 


He said: “How did you lend to the daughter of the Commander 
of the Faithful a necklace from the treasury of the Muslims 
without my permission and their consent?” 


I said: “O Commander of the Faithful! She is your daughter 
and she asked me to lend it to her to wear it as an ornament so 
I lentit to her as a loan guaranteed to be returned; and I 

_Buaranteed it with my own wealth and it is upon me to return 
it safely to its place.” 
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He said: “Return it today! Take care that this should not be 
repeated of you will receive my punishment!” 

Then he said: “I swear that if my daughter had taken that 
necklace by any means other than the way of a guaranteed loan 
to be returned, she would have been the first Hashimi woman 
that I would have had her hand cut off for theft.” 

The words reached her daughter and she told her father: "O 
‘Commander of the Faithful! I am your daughter and part of 
your flesh, Who is more deserving to wear it than I am?” 

The Commander of the Faithful said to her: “O daughter of 
‘Ali ibn Abi Talib! Do not be tempted by your desires to ignore 
the truth. Do all the women of the Mubajirtn ornament 
themselves on this ‘id with such a necklace?” 

“Ali ibn Abr RaGi said: “I took the necklace from her and 
returned it to its plac 















SAS ~3 

*Aqil 
273. Imim abSadiq (as.): “When Imam “Ali took up 
government, he ascended the pulpit and after praising God he 


said: “By God, I would not take a dirham from your treasury as 
long as [ have a palm tree in Madina. Return to yourselves 
(conscious) and be fair! Do you suppose that I deprive myself 
and bestow onto you (with no reason)?” 

The [narrator] says: “[At this time] ‘Aqil stood up and said 
to him: "By God, will you equate between me and a black man 
in Madin: 

‘The Imam said: “Sit down! Was there no other person than 
you to speak? You have no precedence over him [the black 
man] except by precedence in religion or Godwariness.”? 














|, Tahdbib alAbtam, vol. 1, p.1St,b. 608. Tanbtb al-Khewdtir, vol. 2, p.3. Also cl, 
‘Managib ‘Ali ibn Abt Talib, vol. 2, p. 108. 
2. ab Kafi vo. ¥,p. 182, 20, Tanith ab Khawétir vol. 2, 





St, abIkhtiny, pt. 
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274, mim ‘Ali (as): “By God, I would rather pass a night in 
wakefulness on prickly thorns or be driven in chains as a 
prisoner than to meet God and His Messenger on the Day of 
Resurrection as an oppressor of some people and a usurper of 
some worldly wealth. How can I oppress any one for the sake of 
a life that is fast moving towards destruction and [a body 
which] is to remain under the earth for a long time? By God, I 
saw [my brother] ‘Aqil fallen in destitution and he asked me 
for asa"! out of your wheat. I also saw his children with messy 
hair and a dusty face due to starvation, as though their faces 
had been blackened by an indigo color. He came to me several 
times and repeated his request to me again and again, I heard 
him and he thought I would sell my faith to him and I would 
follow his path leaving my own way. Then I heated a piece of 
iron and took it near his body so that he might take a lesson 
from it, and he cried the way a person in protracted illness cries 
with pain and he was about to get burnt with its branding, 
‘Then I said to him: May moaning women moan over you, O 
“Aqil! Do you ery on account of this iron which has been 
heated by a man for fun while you are dragging me towards the 
fire which Almighty God has prepared for [a manifestation of] 
His wrath? Should you cry from pain, but I should not cry 
from the (Divine) Furnace?”? 

275, ALManagib: “‘Aqil went to him [‘Ali] (as) and asked Hassan: 
“Clothe your uncle!” Hassan clothed him with a garment and a 
robe of his own and when dinner was prepared, there was only 
bread and salt. 


“Aqil said: “Is there nothing else beside what I see?” 


‘Ali (as) said: “Is this not God’s blessings? All praise be to 
Him.” 


1. A $a" is about three kilograms in weight 
2. Nabj alBalagheb, Sermon 224. Also ef, alAmalt by abSad0a, p. 718, b. 988, 


394 Imam Ali and Political Leadership 








Las Ubedoa a NE ERO 
Sid, Dust sb goediels jac dizi Jl 





tteee 65 1S 


reve Bp eG Ike Say hand ws So Boe aa Ae SS aie Bade HALEN 
Caen souks 


Mp iA OBS eid ntet 


Chapter Five: Economical Policies 395 





*Aqil said; “Give me some money to discharge my debt and 
be quick to fulfill my request so that I may go away from you.” 

He asked him: “O Aba Yazid! How much is your debt?” He 
“One hundred thousand dichams.” 


‘Ali (a.s) said: “By God, there is not such an amount of 
money with me and I do not own this much; but wait until I 
receive my share [of the treasury] so that I help you with half of 
it and if it were not for the needs of my household, I would 
grant it all to you.” 

“Aqil said: "The treasury is at your disposal and you put me 
off to [the time of receiving} your own share? Now, how much 
is your share? And if you give your entire share to me, how 
much would it be?” 


He said: "You and I are [treated] like anyone of the Muslims 
in this wealth.” 

‘They were talking together on top of dar al:bukuma (the seat 
of rule) overlooking the [safe] boxes of the marketers and ‘Ali 
(as) told him: "O Aba Yazid! If you do not accept my words, 
0 down, break the boxes, and take what is in there!” 

“Aqil said: “What is in these boxes?” 

He replied: “The wealth of the traders.” 


*Aqil said: “Do you command me to break the boxes of the 
people who have trusted God and placed their wealth in there?” 





pe 








The Commander of the Faithful said: “Do you command 
me to break into the treasury of the Muslims and give their 
wealth to you while they have trusted God and locked it? If you 
like, take your sword and I will also take my sword and go to 
Hira,’ as wealthy merchants live there and we will ambush 
them and take their wealth!” 


“Aqil said: “Did I come here as a thief” 


1. Am ancient city near Kafa in which the house of ‘Ali Nu'min Mundhar is 
located. Ie had many rivers and a better climate than Kota, 
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He said: “It is better that you steal from one person than to 
steal from all Muslims!” 


“Aqil said: “Do you permit me to go to Mu‘awiya?” 

He said: “I permit you.” 

“Aqil said: “Then help me with this journey.” 

He said: “O Hasan! Pay your uncle four hundred dirhams.” 

*Aqil left the place saying: 

“Soon be will make me needless (of you), He who made you 
needless of mé; 

And the Proximate Lord will soon discharge oxr debts” 


Sis—4 


‘Abdullah ibn Jo'far 

216, alGhardt narrating from Habib ibn Abi Thabit: “Abdullah 
ibn Ja'far, bn Aba Talib told ‘Ali (as): “O Commander of the 
Faithful! Give an order so that I am being helped or provided 
with an allowance. By God, I have nothing except that I sell 
some of the forages.” 

“Ali (as) said: "No, I do not find anything [of a share] for 

you, except that you command your uncle to steal and give it 
to youl" 





SAS-5 


The Imim's Granddaughter 

277. Ansdb al-Asbraf - narrating from Muslim, the author of al- 
Hani: “When ‘Ali (a.s) was through with the Battle of Jamal, 
he came to Kafa and entered the treasury.... Then the daughter 


of Hasan ~or Husain- (2.5) came in and took something from 
it, 





1. Manigib ‘Alt ibn Abt Talib, vol. 2, p. 108, Bibér atmo, vol. 41, p. 113, 23 
2. alGharat, vol. , p. 6, Sharb Nabj alBalaghah, vol. 2, p. 200 


398 Imam Ali and Political Leadership 















GB IE lee BS, Ue BB was A Ee INS 
Nab yet eu Ls 
6-15 /5 
wyuyidel 
Sate bell Gab th yl dy gh fl Bs 4G 





Seipagh tol til Gis 9S ch Ea ys yo oll diy 
U Van ins G pail Uh Sub HR oi path 
“Sted Je Leal 






7215/5 
ey tif 


279 





SE Gy Si 
ia Js 
Y cigs wa 3s 








Sp Ie sett 
hye ietashet 
M656 Nepal OU NG SN jail oy asta mts Si 
ice Sein wasn rig pial theday eote = Ay dealt 
Oreo evrialedose ie 

tee ea Sige fs da lef by 2 Rye Fes Me NI Be 
Bee 9 VON Ie apt et eV 
Nie 81g tS soe 


















Chapter Five: Economical Policies 399 
He [Ali] (a) went after her, opened her fist and took it back 
from her.” 






We said: “O Commander of the Faithful! There is a right for 
her in the treasury!” 
He said: "When her father receives his shate, he can give her 
as much as he wishes.” 
ss-6 
The Imam's Sister 
278, aldkbtisés. “Al's (as) sister Umm Hani, the daughter of Aba 
Talib came to visit him and he gave her twenty dirhams. 
‘Umm Hani asked her non-Arab freed slave girl: “How much 
did the Commander of the Faithful give you?” 
She said: “Twenty dichams.” 
Umm Hani angrily returned [to ‘Ali (a)] and ‘Ali (as) 
said to her: “Go back! May God have Mercy on you! We did 
not find any precedence for Isma'il (Ishmael) over Ishaq (Isaac) 
in the Book of God.”* 





sns-7 


‘The Imim's Maidservant 

279, AbMujannaf ~ narrating from Umm ‘Uthmin, a maidservant 
who had a son from “Ali (a): “I went to visit “Ali (a.s) and 
saw carnations before him scattered in the yard. | asked him to 
give some flowers to my daughter and he said: “Like this 
(gesturing with his hands meaning “show me a good one 
dirham”); because these belong to the Muslims, or wait until we 
receive our share, then I shall give a bunch to your daughter.” 











L Ansdb abAshnaf, vol. 2, p. 0 
2. alles, p18 


3. abMeyennif fl atAbadich wa abdibar, vol 8, p. 157, h. Wand vol7, p. 622, h. 2, 
‘Managib ‘Alt ibn Abt Talib, vol 2, p. 109 
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5/6 


Simplicity and Caution in Spending from the Public Treasury 

280. Imam ‘Ali (as) ~ in his letter to his administrators: “Sharpen 

your pens, shorten the space between the lines, [in writing to 

me] be brief and terse in wording and attend to the meaning, 

and avoid excessive writing; for the public treasury will not 
withstand to incur loss." 


281. Ibgag al-llag: “One night ‘Ali (as.) entered the treasury and was 
writing down the distribution of the wealth when Talha and 
Zubair came in. He turned off the li 
ordered a light to be brought in from 


Talha and Zubair asked him for the reason and he 3 
oil of the light belongs to the public treasury and it is not 
correct for me to speak with you under its light. 


282, Makarim atAkblag ~ narrating from ‘Ail ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman 
al-Khawlani int was the wife of ‘Aqil, son of Aba Til 
and she went to visit "Ali (as) in Kafa and he was sitting on a 
worn out donkey packsaddle. She said: “At this time ‘Ali's (a..) 
wife from the Bani Tamim tribe arrived and I told her: “Woe 
conto you! Your house is full of goods and the Commander of 
the Faithful is sitting on a torn packsaddle?" 


















The woman said: “Do not reproach me. By God, whatever he 
sees that is unfamiliar to him, he places it in the treasury.”* 





1. at Rbistl,p. 310 b. 8, Bibér akAradr, vol. 4, p. 105,66 
2 thaty al blag, vol. 8, p. 399, abMenagib alMartadamipa, p29. 
3. Makarim atAkblég, vo. \, p. 286, b. 894, Memegib ‘Ali ibn Abi lib, vo. , ps7. 
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283, Fada’il alSabdba ~ narcating from al-A‘mash: “Ali (a.s,) used 
to have breakfast and dinner and eat from what was brought to 
him from Madina.” 


284. alGhardt ~ nacrating (rom Bakr ibn ‘Ist: “Imam “Ali (a8) 
would say: “O Kufans! If leave you with something other than 
my mount, my travelling apparatus and my servant, then I am 
a traitor!” His income came to him from his products from 
Yanbu' in Madina.”* 


285, aljamal ~ narcating from AbO Mikbnaf Lut ibn Yahya on the 
authority of his narrators: “When the Commander of the 
Faithful decided to set out for Kifa, he stood up among the 
people of Basra and said: “O People of Basra! By which do you 
want to criticize me for?” He pointed to his clothes and said: 
“By God, these [two pieces of clothes] are made from my wife's 
spinning. How can you criticize me, O People of Basra?” He 
pointed to a bag in his hand which contained his income and 
he then said: “By God, this is from my crops in Madina, so if | 
leave you and you see more than what is with me, then I will be 
among the traitors in the eyes of God.” 


286, Tarikh Dimaiby ~ narrating from ‘Antara: “I went to visit ‘Ali 
(as. in the region of Khuwarnaq* and he was wearing an old 
garment and shivering. I said: “O Commander of the Faithful! 
God has allotted a share for you and your family in this wealth 
and you are treating yourself like this?” He said: “By God, 1 
would not take anything from yours, and this is but the 
garment that I took from my house (or he said, ‘from 
Madina’)"* 

















1, Fada't al Sapabe, vol. 
Nadea, vol. 3 p21. 

2. alGharat, vol. 1, pst, Shark Nabj al Balaghab, vol. 2, p. 200. Also cf, Managib ‘Ali 
‘kn Abt Talib, vol. 2, p98. 

3.alJanal, p. 422, Managib ‘Alt ibm ABC Talib, vol. 2, p. 98. 

4.4 place around Kua. 

5 Tanith Dima, vl 2, p37 and a, aber, p28, 62, Hiatal, 
vol 1, p. 82 


336, b. 392, Hiya alvtwlipd, vol 1, p. #2, a 
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287, alGbanit — narrating from Zadan: “I went together with 
Qunbar to ‘Ali_ (as) and Qanbar said to him: "O 
Commander of the Faithful! Stand up as 1 have hidden 
something valuable for you.” 

He asked: "What is 

Qunbar said: “Come with me.” 

‘Ali (4.5) stood up and left for his home and there he saw 
bags full of gold and silver cups. Qanbar said: “O Commander 
of the Faithful! You do not leave anything without dividing it, 
s0 I saved these for you.” 

‘Ali (as) said: “You liked to bring a huge fire into my 
house! Then he unsheathed his sword and struck down on t 
cups and cleaved each into two oF three parts. He then sa 
“Divide them into portions!" They did 40, and then he uttered 
the following poem: 


This is my barves, and the best of it isi 

Yet, every harvester pat it with bis ow hand in bis own mouth, 

© white (silver), deceive someone else! © yellow (gold), 
deceive someone else?” 


288, al-lkbtisés ~ concerning the food of Imam ‘Ali (a): “He heard 

[the szling of] meat Being routed in his house ad he rose 0 

is Feet and said: "Woe betide ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib if he eats this 
roasted meat (karaker)"?” 

‘The narrator goes on to say: "His family got scared and said: 

“© Commander of the Faithful! A camel has been slaughtered 














it; 








1. alGhardt, vol. 1 p. $5, Mandgib ablmim Amit alMu'minin, vol. 2, p. 3, h. 518 
‘Also cf, Manégib ‘Ali ibn Abt Talib, wo. 2, p. 108. 

2 This statement means that if the meat being roasted in ‘Al's house it procured 
by unlawful means, he will be punished for it. Kataker here means tasty meat, as 
it is rom the breast part of the camel's meat which is its most delicious part. a 
Nibépa, vol, p. 16. 
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in your wife's tribe and her family has brought her a share as a 
sift” He said: “Eat it, may it be pleasant and pure!"* 

289, Tarikh Dimashg — narrating from ‘Abd alRahman ibn Abi 
Bakrah: “‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (as. did not take anything from 
our treasury (of Basra) until he parted from us, except for a 
cheap fur garment or a black tunic from the region of 
Darabgard (in Shiraz).”? 

290, alGhinit — narrating from Abs Raja’: ““Ali (as) brought a 
sword to the market and said: “Who will buy this from me? If1 
hhad enough for [buying] a garment, I would not sell this.” 1 
said: “O Commander of the Faithfull I sell you a garment on 
credit until you receive your share fof the public treasury].” 

So 1 sold him the garment [on credit] until the time of 

distribution of treasury, and when he received his share, he 
paid me my due.” 











1. abe, p15. 

2 Tarikh Dimashg, vol. 42, p, $76, alAmrwal, p. 283, b. 670. 

4 abGharat, vo. p 63, Hie abstr vol 1 8, Shark Nahj al Baligheh, vol 
2. p20. 
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Social Policies 


of 
Establishing Justice 


291, Imam ‘Ali (a..) ~ in his letter to Ibn “Abbas: “Your envoy came 
to me and you have reported what you have seen or heard 
concerning the people of Basra after my return. 1 will now 
inform you about those people: They are either a group who 
desire something and aspire to obtain it, or one who are aftaid 
of a punishment. So, make the eager ones hopeful by doing 
justice, being fair and doing good to them.” 


292, Imim ‘Ali (a) ~ in his instructions to Malik albAshuar: “Let 
the dearest of your affairs be those which are the nearest of 
them to rightfulness, most inclusive in justice and most 
comprehensive in (establishing) the pleasure of the subjects. 
Verily the foremost delight of the eye for rulers is the 
establishment of justice in the land and the appearance of 
friendship among the subjects."* 

293, Imim ‘Ali (as.) ~ in his letter to Aswad ibn Quiba, the 
commander of the Hulwin troops: “Now, if the governor's 
passions and desires increase, then he will be greatly hampered 
in justice. All people should be equal in right before you, for 
there is nothing in tyranny and oppression to substitute for 
justice, So avoid what you would not like for yourself.”> 








1. Waa at Siffn,p. 108, Nathr atDurar, vol. tp. 2 


2 Nab al Balaghab, ewe 5, Taba al-Ugi,p. 128 133, Dae'om ald, vol. p. 
235 4 38. 


3, Nahj at Balaghah, Lewes 9, Biba at Awandr, vol 33, p51, 708. 
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294, Imm ‘Ali (as): “This is the commandment of the servant of 
God the Commander of the Faithful ‘Ali to Muhammad ibn 
Abi Bake when he appointed him as the governor of Egypt. He 
‘ordered him to be wary of God, secretly and openly; to fear 
God in privacy and in public; to be gentle with Muslims; to be 
hard on the evildoers; to do justice to those under the 
protective covenant (ab! al:dbimmah from among non Muslims); 
to be fair to the 


oppressed and severe to the oppressors; to pardon people and 
to be charitable to them as much as possible; God will reward 
the righteous and punish the sinful. 


298, Imim ‘Ali (a.,) ~ in his commandment to Muhammat 
Bakr when he appointed him as the governor of Egypt: 
humbly with the people, keep yourself lenient, mect them with 
cheerfulness, accord them equal treatment so that the big 
should not expect injustice from you in their favor and the low 
should not be despondent of your justice to them. O group of 
His servants, God the Sublime will certainly question 
about your actions, small or big, manifest or concealed, If He 

yunishes you, itis because you have been oppressive, and if He 
forgives, then itis because He is the Most Generous.” 


296, Imim ‘Ali (a) from his words when he was reproached for 
showing equality in the distribution (of shares from the public 
(reasury}: “Do you command me that I should seek support by 
oporesing those over whom I have been placed as ruler? By 
ou I will never do so as long as the world goes on and as lonj 
a one nat leads another in the sky! Even it was my wealth, 
would have distributed it equally among them, so how would 
bbe the case when the wealth is that of God.”* 


297. Imim ‘Ali (as: “By God, I would rather pass a night in 
‘wakefulness on prickly thorns or be driven in chains as a 
prisoner than mect God and His Messenger on the Day of 
Judgment a5 an oppressor over any person or a usurper of 
anything out of worldly wealth. Hiow con | oppress any one for 
the sake of a life that is fast moving towards destruction and 
Ithe body that] is to remain under the earth for a long time?” 





1. Tuba al-Ugit, p16, abGbardt, vol 1, p. 224 

2 Nabj alBalaghah, Letcer 27 & 46, TubafalUgil, p. 177. 

3. Nabj alBaldghab, Sermon 126, TabafalUgil, p. 185 

4. Nabj abBaléghab, Sermon 224, ‘Uyan abllitam wa al Mesedp, p50, 9385, al- 
‘Sindy ab Mustagiog, vol. p18 
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298, Imim ‘Ali (as): “By God, even if I was given all the seven 
domains and all that exists under the skies in order to disobey 
God to the extent of snatching one grain of barley from an ant 
I would not do so. For me your world is inferior than the leaf 
in the mouth of a locust that is chewing it. What has ‘Ali to 
do with bounties that will pass away and pleasures that will not 
last?"" 

299, Imam ‘Ali (a): “On the Day of Resurrection 1 will argue with 
people regarding nine things: Performing of prayers (sald), 
paying alms tax (eekat), enjoining good and forbidding wrong, 
doing justice among people, equal distribution, fighting in the 
path of God, implementing punishments, and the like.” 

300, Tarik Dimasbg — narrated by “Ali ibn Rabi‘a: “Ja'da ibn Hubayra 
‘came to ‘Ali (as) and said: “O Commander of Faithful! If two men 
come to you and you are more likeable to one of them than his own 
soul or his household or his wealth and the other one would kill you 
if he could, then would you judge in favor of the first man and 
against the second one?!” 

He struck me on my chest and said: “Indeed, if it were up to 
me, [ would do so; but this is an affair pertaining to God.” 

301, ALKamil fi al-Tarikh ~ in a report about ‘Ubaydullah ibn al- 
Hurr abJu'fist “When ‘Uthman was killed and the war broke 
































1. Nahj abBalegheb, Sermon 224, abSinis alMustagim, vol. 1, p. 163, Yamabt’ ale 
Mawadde, vl. 442, b.6 


2 Fada il al Saba, vol |, p. 33% b. 898, a hid, p. 383, b. 38. 


3, Tartkb Dimashy, vol. 42, p. 48%, al-Bidya wa al-Nibaya, vol. 8, p3, Mandgib ak 
Imam Amis al Mu'zninin, vo. 2, p57, b. 55, 

4: “Ubaydullh iba Lure abJu'6 was a brave wa 
*Uthimia. When the lawee was ki 
Mu'ivwiya and said: "God knows 
die 
He ‘therefore left for Sham and attended the Batle of Siffin along with 
Mo'iwiya and remained beside him until “Ali (4s) was killed. After the 
uprising of imam Husain (as), he left Kufa so thatthe Imam would not enter 
Kota while he wat there, a he si “By God, I do not want 1 se him or 
should he see me” eS 











ior and one of the companions of 
J. “Ubaydullah became inclined towards 
1 love “Utbmin and I will help him until 
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out between ‘Ali (1.:) and Mu‘awiya, he [‘Ubaydullah] went 
towards Mu‘awiya and remained with him because of his love 
for ‘Uthmin, He and Malik ibn Misma‘ accompanied 





Mu'awiya in the battle of Siffin. ‘Ubaydullab stayed with 


Mu'awiya and his wife was in Kafa and since his separation 
lasted long, his brotherinlaw married her off to someone 
called ‘Ikrama ibn Khabig. When ‘Ubaydullah was informed 
about this, he left for Kofa and went to ‘Ali (a.) to make a 
complaint against ‘Ikrama. 

“Ali (as) told him: “You helped out the enemy and now you are 








infuriated? 
“Ubaydullah said: “Will this deprive me of your justice?” 
‘The Imam said: “No.” 








“ex When Imimm Husain (2.5) entered Qasr Bani Magitl (one of the rest areat 
between Mecca and Kufa) and saw his tent, he sent one of hit companions to 
him ['Ubaydallab] to call him for his assistance, but he did not reply. Imam 
‘Husain (a) put on his shoes and went to him, he greeted him and sat down, 
‘Then he invited him to join the uprising, but he did not accept 


‘Afer Imi Husain (2) wat killed, “Ubsydallab went to ist fbn Ziyid who 
had reprimanded him for not helping the troopr of Yaxid against Imam 
Husain (as) He then held back his teats and left forthe land of Karbala. He 
observed. the battlefield and. asked for God's forgivencis for them and 
composed 4 long porm in which he praised Imam Husain (a1) and his 
‘martyred companions, showing his repentance and pity for not joining them in 
{he uprising agains he trickster tyrants ofthe ime 
soit hi item rove wp and tro Cig nd ober 
‘not only private but also public propery. His uprising continued 
through the tare of Makinar and May's, cadiog up wo kis © 
wth “Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan, He wos billed when confronting the troops 
‘of Muy ab. [Tartb ab Taburt ol 6, . 124138], 
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Then he told his story to ‘Ali (as) and he returned his wife to 
him. She was pregnant, s0 he left her with someone whom he 
trusted until she gave birth to her child and he handed the child to 
‘Ihrima and retumed the woman to “Ubaydullah. He ['Ubaydullah] 
‘went back to Shim where he stayed until ‘Ali (as) was killed."! 


302, Tarikh at-Ya'gabt— narrating from al-Zubrt: “One day, I went to 
see ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd ak‘Aziz and while I was with him, he 
received a letter from one of his administrators stating that 
their city needed rehabilitation. I told ‘Umar: “One of the 
administrators of ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (as) had sent him a 
similar letter and he had replied to him as follows: “Now, 
fortify the city with Justice and clean the tyranny off its 
pathway!” ‘Umar wrote the same reply to his administrator,”? 


‘See: 1/4 (he Imim’s Motives for Accepting the Rulership). 











6/2 
Commitment to Rights 
303, Imam ‘Ali (a.) — in the Battle of Siffin: "God the Glorified has 
made incumbent upon you some rights for me by placing me 
over your affairs (being your ruler) and you too have a right 
‘over me like mine over you. The truth is very encompassing in 
its description but very narrow (difficult) in its application, 

Right does not apply in favor of any person unless it applies 
against him also, and it does not apply against a person unless 
it also applies in his favor. It is only Allah the Glorified that 
hhas rights over others without them having any rights over 
Him and that is by virtue of His Might over His creatures and 
by virtue of the justice permeating all of His decrees. He the 
Glorified has made His right over creatures that they should 
obey Him and He has laid upon Himself to reward them 
several times as a mark of His bounty and the generosity that 
He is worthy of. 

Then, from His rights, He the Glorified assigned certain 
rights for certain people against others. He made them 10 as to 
equate with one another. Some of these rights produce other 
rights. Some rights are such that they do not apply except when 





1 alKamil fi el Tart, vol. 3, p25. 
2. Tar ab Yagi, vol. 2, p. 308. 
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others do. The greatest of these rights that God Almighty has 
made obligatory is the right of the ruler over the ruled and the 
right of the ruled over the ruler. This is an obligation which 
God the Glorified has placed on each one against the other. He 
has made it the basis of their (mutual) relations and honor for 
their religion. Consequently, the ruled cannot prosper unless 
the rulers are sound, while the rulers cannot be sound unless 
the ruled are steadfast. 

If the ruled fulfill the rights of the ruler and the ruler fulfils 
their rights, then rights attain the position of honor among 
them, the ways of religion become established, signs of justice 
become fixed and the traditions (sane) are carried out. In this 
way time will improve, the continuance of government will be 
expected and the aims of the enemies will be frustrated. 

But if the subjects overcome the ruler or the ruler oppresses his 
subjects, then differences will arise, signs of oppression will 
appear, wile will enter the religion and the traditions (suna) will 
become forsaken. Then desires are acted upon, the commands (of 
religion) are discarded, diseases of the soul become numerous and 
there is no fear for disregarding even great rights nor for the 
committing of major wrongs. 

In such circumstances, the virtuous are humiliated while the 
vicious are honored and there are serious punishments from 
God almighty on the people. 

You should therefore counsel each other (for the fulfillment of 
your obligations) and cooperate with each other. However 
extremely eager a person may be to secure the pleasure of God and 
however fully he strives for it, he cannot discharge (his obligation 
for) obedience to God Almighty asis rally due to Him. 

Ic is an obligatory right of God over the people that they 
should advise each other to the best of their ability and 
cooperate with each other for the establishment of truth among 
them. No person, however great his position in the matter of 
truth and however advanced his distinction in religion may be, 
is above needing help in connection with the obligations 
placed on him by God. No man, however small he may be 
regarded by others or however humble he may appear before 
eyes, is too low to assist or to be afforded assistance in this 
matter. 




















|. Nab ab Balaghab, Sermon 





Also ef, abKafi vol. 8, p. 382, h. 550 
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304, Imim ‘Ali (as): “God the Glorified has put the rights of His 
servant ahead of His own rights (given priority to their rights). 
Therefore, whoever fulfils the rights of the servants of God will 
fulfill the rights of God." 





6/3 
‘The Development of Constructive Freedom 

305, Imim ‘Ali (2.8): "O People, verily Adam (a) did not beget 
slave men and women; all people are free.”” 

306. Imim ‘Ali (as): “And now, verily God the Blessed and the 
Exalted sent Muhammad (¢.a.».) so as to bring His servants out 
from the servitude of His servants towards the servitude of 
Himself, from the covenant of His servants to the covenant of 
Himself, from obedience to his servants towards obedience to 
Himself and from the guardianship of His servants toward 
guardianship of Himself”? 

307. Imim ‘Ali (as.): “Do not be the slave of others as God has made 
you free."* 

308, Imim ‘Ali (a): “He who fulfils the requirements of servitude 
[to God] deserves freedom and he who neglects the rules of 
freedom will be returned to slavery." 


309, Imam ‘Ali (as): “Beware of what infuriates your Lord and 
frightens people away from you! He who infuriates his Lord 
will be exposed to death and he who frightens people has 
disclaimed freedom.”* 








1. Ghurar. 
2 atKaf 





sh $780, "Upon al Hikam we al Maw i 223, 6.0. 

(0, 26, Bibi abAnaedr, WoL 32, . 134, 10, 

3a afi ol. 8, p, 38h 386, Falah al Sai . 372. 244 Biber abAntet, vol. 7, p. 
245, be 


4. Nabj abBalaghab, Leter 31, Tubaf al: Upil, 77, "Urn abHikam me abMareai, 
526, b. 9572. 

5. Ghnrarabikam, 882930, ‘Usain al Likem wa al Mae 480 b. OS. 

© Ghurar al ikem, b. 2728, ‘Upin at Hikam wa abMewaz p. 0, 292. 
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310, Imam ‘Ali (2): “The beauty of a free person (from all sorts of 
bondages) is in keeping away from infamy.”" 

SAL, Imam ‘Ali (as): “A free person remains free even if distress 
befalls him and a slave remains a slave even if destiny assists 
him.” 

312, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “O Kufans! I am entangled with you, there are 
three things [that you possess] and two others (that you lack}: 
[Concerning the three things} you are deaf in spite of having 
ears, dumb in spite of speaking and blind in spite of having 
‘eyes. [As for the two] you are neither true supporters in combat 
nor dependable brothers in distress.” 


‘313. Imam ‘Ali (as.) — after hearing about the issuc of the 
arbitration: “Woe betide you! I had to bear a lot of difficulties 
from you. One day I have to call you loudly (to jihad) and on 
‘one day I have to whisper to you in confidence, you are neither 
tue free men at the time of the call nor trustworthy brothers at 
the time of speaking in confidence.”* 


314, Imim ‘Ali (as) - from the aphorisms attributed to him: 
“Whatever befalls a free man, he will bear it and see it as per his, 
magnanimity, unless when a {small} fraction of his freedom is 
degraded; and that is when he refuses and does not respond to 
in” 


os 
Attaching Importance to the Pleasure of the Public 


~ in his instructions to Milik abAshtar: “Let 
be those which are middlemost in 
rightfulness, most inclusive in justice and most comprehensive 
in (establishing) the content of the subjects, for the discontent 
of the masses invalidates the content of favorite {people] and 
the discontent of favorites is pardoned at the achievement of 
the content of the masses. Whereas the support of religion, the 











318, 
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3. Nab al Balaghah, Sermon 9 
4 Nab al Balaghab, Sermon 12. 


5. Sharb Nak at-Balaghab, vol 20, p. 279, 20, 
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solidarity of Muslims and preparedness in the face of the 
enemy lie only with the common people of the community, s0 
let your inclination and affection be towards them, Verily the 
foremost delight of the eye for rulers is the establishment of 
justice in the land and the appearance of friendship for the 
subjects. But surely the subjects’ love will not appear without 
their hearts being sound.”' 


316, Imam ‘Ali (as) ~ in his instructions t0 Malik akAshtar: 
“Therefore, you should act in your rule like him who desires 10 
secure the praise of the subjects, the reward of God and the 
pleasure of the Imam. There is no power save in God.”* 


o/s 
Kindness to the Subjects and Love for them 


317, Imam ‘Ali (a) ~ in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “Infuse 
your heart with mercy, love and kindness for your subjects, Be 
not in face of them a voracious animal, counting them as easy 
prey, for they are either your brothers in religion or your like 
in creation, They are subject to mistakes, deficiencies overcome 
them and evil deeds are committed by them intentionally and 
by mistake. So grant them your pardon and your forgiveness to 
the same extent that you hope God will grant you His pardon 
and His forgiveness, for you are above them and he who 
appointed you is above you and God is above him who 
appointed you. God has sought from you the fulfillment of 
their requirements, and He is trying you with them. Set not 
yourself to war against God, for you have no power against His 
vengeance, nor are you able to dispense with His pardon and 
His mercy. 

Know that there is nothing that brings about the trust of the 
tuler in the subject more than to be kind to them, to lighten 
their burdens and abandon coercing them in that in which he 
possess not any right over them. So, you should attain a 





1. Nabj al Balaghab, Lewer 33, Taf elUil,p. 128 133, Da'd'im aldalém, vol, p. 
355 4 358 


2. Tubafal'Uet, p. 138 
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situation in which you can have trust in your subjects, as 
trusting them will sever from you a lasting strain, Surely he 
who most deserves your trust is he who has succeeded when 
you have tested him and he who most deserves your mistrust is 
he who has failed when you have tested him.”" 


In Tihaf al'Ugal the following is added to the above:] “Try 
to realize that this position can be for or against you, so that 
you will be more cognizant in doing good and having a good 
impression with people in addition to the reward that God 
shall have for you on Judgment Day.”? 


318, Imam ‘Ali (a.s) - from his letter to Ibn ‘Abbas when he was his 
agent in Bagra: "You should know that Baga is the place where 
Satan descends and mischief happens. Therefore, keep the 
people of this place pleated with good treatment and untie the 


knots of fear from their hearts.”” 


6/6 


Direct Contact with People 





319. Imim ‘Ali (a) ~ in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “Set 
aside for those who have requests from you a portion (of your 
time) in which you yourself are free (to attend) to them. Hold 
fan open audience for them and therein be humble before God 
who created you. Keep the soldiers and aids that are your 
bodyguards and police away from them so that their 
spokesman may address you without stammering (in fear). 1 
heard the Messenger of God (s.a.w.) say on more than one 
occasion: “A nation in which the rights of the weak are not 
taken from the strong without stammering shall never be 
sanctified.” 


“Then there are certain matters of your affairs in which you 
must carry out personally. Among them are: responding to 
your administrators when your secretaries are unable to do, and 
meeting people's need the same day presented to you. Do not 











1. Nahj abBalaghah, Lester 53, Da‘é'im at-slam, vol. , 354 386. 
2 Tibaf al'Ugal, p. 26~ 00. 
4. Nah al-Balaghab, Lever 8, Bibar abner, vol3, 492, h. 69, 
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prolong your seclusion from your subjects, for the rulers’ 
seclusion from their subjects is a kind of constraint and will 
result in a lack of knowledge of the affairs, Seclusion from 
people deprives the rulers from acquiring the knowledge of 
what they are unaware of and then as a result they begin to 
regard great matters small and bad matters good. The great 
appears to them as small and the small as great and the 
beautiful will appear as ugly and the ugly as beautiful.” 

320, Imim ‘Ali (as) ~ from his letter to Qutham ibn ‘Abbas, his 
agent in Mecca: “There should be no intermediary and envoy 
between you and the people except your tongue and no guard 
save your own face. Do not prevent any needy person from 
meeting you, because if the needy one is returned unsatisfied 
from your door in the first instance, then doing it thereafter 
will not bring you any praise.”” 

321, Imim ‘Ali (a,) ~ from his letter to the (ax collectors: “Do not 
employ doorkeepers for yourself and do not bar anyone from 
making their requests until they hand it over to you.”* 








322, Imim ‘Ali (2s) - from his letter to the commanders of the 
troops: “From the servant of God ‘Ali (as. ibn Abi Tilib the 
Commander of the Faithful to the commanders in charge of 
the garrisons, The distinction that an officer achieves or the 
wealth with which he has been exclusively endowed should not 
make him change his behavior towards his subjects and rather 
the riches God has bestowed on him should increase him in 
nearness to his people and kindness over his brethren." 

323. Imim ‘Ali (as.) — in his letter to Qays ibn Sa'd: “Cut the 


distance between you and the people, leave your door open and 
adhere to the truth.”* 








1. Nabj at Belagha, Lewee 5, Tubafal'Ugal, p12. 

2 Nah al Balaghah, Leet 67,Bibir at Away, vol 3, p. $97, b. 72. 

43. Wes'at Sift, p. 10s, Biba abAwwar,vol25,p. 35,5. 72. 

4. Nab alaghab, Leer 5, Waat Sift, p07, abdrmali by aK Tost, p. 217, bm, 
abMi'tr tal Mazedzn, p, 10. 

5: Tarik a Ya'a, v0.2, p22. 
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324, Imam ‘Ali (as): “There are three traits that if they were 
possessed by any of the leaders, he would deserve to be regarded 
as a trustworthy leader: to be just in his judgments, not to veil 





{equally concerning the acquaintances and the strangers.”" 


7 
Tolerating Difficulties Caused by People 


325, Imam ‘Ali (25): “He who does not tolerate the cost of people's 
Provision is preparing to hand over power [to someone else].”* 

326. Imiim “Ali (as): “Tolerance is the adornment of politics 
(ule).”* 


327. Imm ‘Ali (a..) ~ in the aphorisms attributed to him: “He who 
‘manages to direct his soul to be patient about the ignorance of 
the people deserves to become a ruler.” 


328, Imam ‘Ali (a.s,): "When you become a ruler, be lenient,"* 


329, Imim ‘Ali (a): “The foundation of politics is to practice 
leniency."* 


330. Imim ‘Ali (a.s.): “The best of politics is leniency.” 
331, Imam ‘Ali (a): “He who acts with leniency will be successful."® 





332. mim ‘Ali (a.s,): “He who is not lenient to those inferior to him 
will not achieve his desires.”” 





1. Kane alUmmal, vol. 5.9.76, 101s 

2. Ghnar alien, b. 9982 

3. Gherar atHiam, b. 772 "Upin al: ikem wa al Mate ip, p. 2, b. 209. 

4, Sharh Nab at Baldghab, vol 0, p. 318, 655. 

S. Ghurar al-Hikam, b. 399, ‘Uy al Hikeme wa al Mare, p. 133, b 2098 
6. Ghurar abHikam, 526, ‘Cyn al Hiker wa al Masea i, p. 263, b 478. 
17. Ghurar al Hikam, by 997 

% Ghurar al Hikam, b 762, ‘Uys a-ffikam wa al Mavediz,p. 453, 8132 
9. Ghurerab{Likam, b. 9006. 
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‘333, Imim ‘Ali (2s) ~ in what he wrote to Hudhayfa ibn al-Yaman: 
“Lcommand you to be tolerant in your affairs, lenient and just 
to your subjects," 





334, Imi ‘Ali (as) in a letter he wrote to the people of Mada‘in: 
“I assigned your affairs to Hudhayfa ibn al-Yaman whose 
approach I favor and whose righteousness I am hopeful of. 1 
have commanded him to do good to your benevolent ones, to 
be strict on your evil doers and to be lenient to those with good 
behavior among you. I ask God for well-being and benevolence 
and His All-embracing Mercy for you and for myself in this 
world and the hereafte 





335, Imim ‘Ali (as, “Be lenient, for it is the key to righteousness 
and the character of those who possess intellect.” 

336. Imim ‘Ali (a): “Tolerance and leniency ease off hardships and 
facilitate difficult means. “* 





337, Imim ‘Ali (as): “He who exercises leniency, difficulties will 
become easy for him."* 


6/8 

jing from Anger 

338, Imim ‘Ali (2.5) ~ from his instructions to Ibn ‘Abbas when he 
appointed him as his administrator in Basra: “Treat people 
with a broad face, when meeting them, in gatherings and when 


passing a rule. Beware of anger because it is an augury of 
Satan.”* 












1. dnhid al Qulnb, p. 321, AtDaraat abRaft'a, p. 288: Bibtr at Ansar, vol. 28 p. 8, 
ba 

2 Inbid a Qulab, p. 372, AbDarajdt ab Raft'a, p. 209. Also cf, al Gbdrdt, vol. 1, p21 

3, Ghurar abttikam, b. 0114, "Uyin af Hikam t02 al Mazed‘iz,p. 334, b. 570, Ibid, p. 





4. Ghurar al likam, 1778 
5. Ghuraral-tikam, b. 8400, ‘Usan at Hikar a ab Maredg, p. 485, 4218. 
6. Nabj abBalaghat, Letter 1, Bibir at Anwar, vol. 33, p. $98, b. 704. 
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Ca 
Forbidding Fault-finding 
339. mim ‘Ali (a): “Certainly people are subject to faults, so do 
not uncover what is concealed from you; for God the Glorified 
will judge about it. Veil imperfection as much as you are able to 
and God will veil what you would like to be veiled.”* 


340, Imi ‘Ali (2) ~ in his instructions to Malik alAshtar: “Let 
the furthest of your subjects and the most hateful to you be he 
who most seeks out the faults of men. For people have faults, 
which the ruler more than anyone else should conceal. So do 
not uncover those of them that are hidden from you, for it is 
only incumbent upon you to remedy what appears before you. 
God will judge what is hidden from you. So veil imperfections 
as much as you are able to and God will veil what you would 
like to be veiled from your subjects."? 

341. Imim ‘Ali (2.5) ~ in the aphorisms attributed to him: “The 
mischievous look for the defects of people and overlook their 
merits like the flies that go after putrid places.”” 

342, Imim ‘Ali (as): “When a debauched woman is asked: “who has 
committed debauchery to you?” and she answers ‘so-and-so’, 
then two punishments must be inflicted on her: a punishment 
for her debauchery and another one for accusing a Muslim 


man.”* 











343, Imam ‘Ali (a.,): “To pursue others’ weaknesses is of the worst 
of vices’ 


*s 





; abd, v0.1 9.388 

2 Naha Balaghab Lee 3, Taba al Uys, p12. 

3. Sharb Nak al-Balaghab, vol. 20, p. 269, b. 113. 

4 abKap, vl. 7, p20, b. 2, TabdbibatAbham, vol. 1, p34. 17h ‘Upon Air 
at-Rida, vol, 2, p. 3%, b. 118. 

5. Ghurer alta, W450. 
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6/10 
Uncovering Excuses to Remove Suspici 


‘M44. Imim ‘Ali (as.) — in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “If 
your subjects should suspect you of an injustice, then explain 
to them your justification. By your explanation, turn their 
suspicions away from yourself. This way, you are training your 
self, acting kindly to your subjects and you will achieve your 
goal of setting them on the path of the truth.” 


o/h 
Helping the Oppressed 

3S, Imam ‘Ali (as): “He who does not take the rights of the 
oppressed from the oppressor, God will take his strength from 
him.” 

346, Imim ‘Ali (a): “Behold, by Him who split the grain (to grow) 
and created living beings. If people had not come to me and 
supporters had mot exhausted the argument and if there had 
been no pledge of God with the learned to the effect that they 
should not acquiesce in the gluttony of the oppressor and the 
hunger of the oppressed, I would have cast the rope of 
Caliphate on its own shoulders. I would have given the last one 
the same treatment as to the first one (ie. leave it as before). 
‘Then you would have seen that this world of yours in my eyes 
is no better than the sneezing of a goat.”” 


347, Imim ‘Ali (a.s.): "© people! Support me in your own affairs. By 
God, 1 will take revenge on the oppressor on behalf of the 
oppressed and will put a string in the nose of the oppressor 
and drag him to the spring of truthfulness even though he may 
grudge it."* 




















|. Nabj abBalaghah, Lever 83, Tubaf al Uzal, p. 14s. 

2 Gherar ab Hikam, b. 8966, ‘Uyin al Hikam wa al Maced i, p. 428, b. 7261 

3. Nehj abBalaghah, Sermon 3, Ma‘éxt abARhber, p. 362, b. | ablnkad, vo. 1, p24, 
‘Mal abSbard’ p. 151,12. 

‘4 Nabj al Balaghas, Sermon 136, Bibar alArwar, vol. 32, p49, . 22, 
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348, Imam ‘Ali (2.5.}: “The humiliated person in my view is honorable 
until I secure his rights for him and the strong in my view is weak 
until I take the rights (of others) from him.”" 


349, Imim ‘Ali (2.5. ~ in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “Then, 
look into the matter of the judgments among people with good 
intention. The true judgment is to take back the rights of the 
‘oppressed from the oppressors, to support the weak against the 
strong and to execute God's laws according to their proper ways 
and courses, which will set aright God’s servants and His lands.” 


350, Imm al-Bagit: “Ali (2..) was returning home in the heat [of the 
day| when he saw a woman standing, saying: ‘My husband has 
wronged me, seared me, harassed me and he has threatened to beat 
me’ 

“Ali (as) said: “O Servant of God! Be patient until the weather 

cool off and then I will go with you if God wills.” 

‘The woman said: “His anger and fury will increase against me.” 

He lowered his head, then raised it and said: “By God, (1 will 
not stop) until the right of the oppressed is sceured without 
stammering. Where is your house?” 

He went to the man’s house, stopped at the door and called 
‘out: “Peace be on you (assaldm alykum!)” 

‘A young man came out and ‘Ali (a.s.) said: "O Servant of God! 
Be wary of God! You have scared your wife and brought her 
forth," 

‘The young man said: “Who are you to get involved? By God, 1 
will burn her because of your words!” 

‘Then the Commander of the Faithful said: “I am enjoining you 
to do good and reftaining you from doing wrong and you 
respond to me with wrong and ignore the good?” 

The narrator [Imim abBigir (a.)] said: “People were gathering 
around and saying: “Peace be on you O Commander of the 
Faithful!” 

Repentant and confused, the man said: “O Commander of the 
Faithful! Forgive my fault. By God, [from now on] I will be like 
the ground for her to step on.” 

“Ali (as.) sheathed his sword and said: "O Servant of God! 
Enter your house and do not force your wife into such troubles.” 

















{. Nakj abBalaghab, Sermon 37, Bibér abAnmar, vol. 9, p. 381, b. 28. 
2. Tihaf aUgal, p13. 
3. Managib ‘Ali tm Abt Talib, vO. 2, p. v0, Biber alAredr, vol. 4, 37,7. 
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Chapter 





SSL, aldkbtisis: Sa°id ibn Qays al-Hamadini saw ‘Ali (as) near a wall on a 
hot day and he asked him: "O Commander of the Faithful! What arc 
you doing here at this hour?” 

He said: “I have not gone forth but to help an oppressed person 
or assist one who asks for help.” 

‘At this time a woman who was disheartened and bewildered came 
towards him. She stopped before him and said, "0 Commander of 
the Faithfull My husband has wronged me, harassed me and 
threatened to beat me. Come along with me to go to him.” 

He lowered his head, then raised it and said: ‘By God, not until 
the right of the oppressed is secured without stammering. Where is 
your house? 

She said in such and such a neighborhood. 

He went along with the woman until they teached her house. The 
woman said: “This is my house.” [The narrator goes on to say] He 
rere snd theo a man cane ot and be was wating «long colt 
‘garment, ‘Ali (a) told him: “Be wary of God! You have scared your 
wife.” The young man said: “Who are you to get involved? By God, 
Twill burn her because of your words!” 

[The narrator says] Whenever he [‘Ali (a.s.)] went somewhere he 
would carry his whip in his hand and wear his sword. If someone was 
judged to be punished by whipping, he would whip him and if 
someone was judged to be punished with a sword, he would 
promptly carry it out. 

All of 4 sudden the young man noticed that ‘Ali (as.) had 
vnsheathed his sword and was saying: “I am enjoining you to do 

and refraining you from doing wrong and you are rejecting 

‘good? Repent! Or I will punish you.” 
[The narrator says] People from the nearby alleys came towards 
‘Commander of the Faithful (a) and crowded before him. [AC 
this time] The young man repented and said: “O Commander of the 

Faithful Forgive met May God forgive you [too}! By God, {from now 

on] I will be like the ground for her to step of 

Then he ordered the woman to go back to her house and he 

himself returned [home] (00, while eciting: “There is no good in much 

of thir secret talks, excepting hime coho enjoins charity or what is right or 
between wy 























bbe to God who through me reconciled between a woman 
and her husband. God the Blessed and the Exalted says: "There is no 
00d in much of their secret talks, excepting him rwho enjoins charity or 
what it right or reconciliation between people, and wehocver docs that 
seeking God's pleasure, soon We sball give bim a great reward."* 











1. Qur 
2. ablthinas, p15, Bibar al Anwar, ol. 4, 9.113. 
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382, alKaft - narrating from Usayd ibn Safwan, 2 companion of the 
Messenger of God (¢2.w.): “On the day of the death of the 
Commander of the Faithful, the town of Kofa was quivering with the 
people's weeping and the pcople were astounded (confused) just like 
the day of the Prophet’ (s.a.w.) death.” 

JAC this time] a man came running towards us and reciting the 
verse "Indeed we belong to God, and to Hire do wee indeed rewrn” avd be 
said: “Today the chain of succession of Prophethood is broken off.” 
He stopped at the door of the house in which the Commander of the 
Faithful (a) was and said: “O Abu allfasan. may God have Mercy 
‘upon you! You were the first of the people in [embracing] Islam and 
their most sincere in faith. The weak and the humiliated were 
powerful and honorable with you until you would secure their rights 
and the powerful and strong were weak and humiliated before you 
until you would cake from them the rightful due, The distant people 
and the nearest ones were all the same to you in these things.” 


Sec, 6/6: "Direct Contact with People 


6/12 
Setting up the ‘House of Complaints’ 


353, Subb abA'sha: “The first person who set up a place for people to lodge 
their complaints was the Commander of the Faithful "Ali ibn Abt 












~ narrating from Muhammad iba Sirin: “Ali 
‘house in which the people would lodge their complaints.” 

385. Sherb Nebj abBalagheb: “There was a house belonging 10 the 
‘Commander of the Faithful which he named bayt alisas (the house 
‘of complaints) and the people would drop their letters of complaints 

386, [mim ‘Ali (a.s,) ~ saying to his companions: “Any one of you who 
bas a request from me should write it in a note so that I spare your 
face from direct questioning.”* 





.) set up a 











1s ab Kafh, vol. 1, p. 454 b , Kamal atin, p.386~ 190, b.5, abAmali by abSadag, 
p32, h 3a 

2 Sib abc's, vol |, pate 

Labia’ p. 42. 

4 Sharh Nabj at Baleghab, vol. 1p. 

Scal'lydelBerd v0.1, p20 
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6/13 
Inspection to Repel the Wrongs Done by the Troops 


357, Imam ‘Ali (as): “From the servant of God ‘Ali, the Commander 
of the Faithful ro whomever through whose jurisdiction the army 
passes, be they collectors of revenue or administrators of the land: 


Thave sent an army that will pass by you, iff God wills. I have 
instructed them about what God has made obligatory on them, 
namely that they should avoid molestation and evade harm. I 
declare before you and based on the covenant I have with you 
(or those who are under your protection) that I denounce any 
annoyance committed by the army except when one is 
compelled by hunger and there is no other way of satisfying it. 
‘Then punish those who commit injustice. Prevent those who 
intend to do wrong to them from their injustice and avert the 
silly ones among you from harming them [the army] and to 
intervene in their affaits except in that which I have allowed, I 
myself am within the army, so refer to me their complaints and 
any hardship which is caused by them and which you cannot 
repel except through God and through me. I shall then repel it 
with the help of God, if He so wills.”' 


w/a 
Attempts towards Unifying the Muslim Community 


358. Imam ‘Ali (as.) -— in his letter to Aba Masa al-Ash‘ari in 
response to the issue of the arbitration: “Certainly many people 
changed because they lost so many lasting benefits. Therefore 
they inclined towards the world and spoke out of desire. 1 have 
been struck with wonder in this matter upon which people who 
are self-conceited have gathered. I am providing a cure for their 
wound, but I fear it develops into a clot of blood (and becomes 
incurable). Remember that no person is more covetous than I 
am for the unity of the nation of Muhammad (¢.a.w.) and their 








1. Nabj abBalaghab, Leter 60, Bibér ab Ante, vol 3, p. 486, b. 691. 
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solidarity. I seek through it good reward and an honorable 
place to return to. I shall full what I have pledged upon 
myself" 

359, Imim ‘Ali (a) - on warning against seditions (fimab): “You 
should not be signs of sedition and flags of innovations but 
should adhere to that on which the community is united and 
‘on which the pillars of obedience (of Allah) have been 
founded.” 


360, Imm ‘Ali (a.s.)~ from his speech to the Khawarij “Be with the 
‘great majority (of Muslims) because God's hand (of protection) 
is with the united community. You should beware of division 
because the one isolated from the group is a prey to Satan just 
as the, one isolated from the flock of sheep is a prey 10 the 
wolf” 


361, Imam ‘Ali (a..): “Let Islam and its dignity keep you away from 
tebelliousness and blathering. Be united on one word. Hold 
fast to the teligion of God, that beside it, no other creed would 
be accepted from any one; and to the word of sincerity (There 
is no god but Allah) which is the firm basis of religion.”* 


362, Imam ‘Ali (a..): “You should avoid being divided in the matter 
of God’s religion for your unity in respect of a right you 
dislike, is better than disunity in respect of a wrong that you 
like! Certainly God the Glorified has not given any person, 
neither in the past nor present, any good for [his] separation,” 

363. Imim ‘Ali (as): “Satan has made his ways easy for you and 
wants to break the joints of your religion one by one and to 
cause division among you in place of unity and bring you 
turbulence by division. So keep away from his evil ideas and 
whisperings.”* 























1, Nob al Baga, Leet 7, Biber arnt, v.33, p. 30% 

2.NehjalBalaghab, Sermon ist, Yana alMawadda, vol. 3, 9.372. 

1} Nabj Balagha, Sermon 127, pin aitlikem we al Masi, p. 10), 2%, 
Bihar abner, vo. 3.33. 

4, Sharh Nakj alBalaghab, vol. 4, p. 45. 

5S, Nakj at-Balaghak: Sermon 176, Bibar al Anwar, vol 2, p. 313, b. 76, Yanai’ al- 
‘Maradda, vol p13 4.9 

6 Nabyabalighab, Semon (2 
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364, Imim ‘Ali (as): “By God, no communities differ [among 
themselves) after their Prophet except that their falsities 
‘overwhelm their truths except what God : 


365. Imim ‘Ali (as.): "By God, I can see that these people will soon 
overcome you because of their unity [even] on their wrong and 
your disunity in your right.”> 

366, Imam ‘Ali (a.) ~ on warning people against disunity: “You 
should fear what calamities befell people before you on account. 
of their evil deeds and detestable actions. Remember what has 
happened to them during good or bad circumstances and be 
cautious that you may become like them! 


After you have thought over both conditions of these 
peopl, atach yourself to everything with which their position 
ecame honorable and on account of which enemies remained 
away from them and through which safety spread over them. 
Attach yourself to that by which riches bowed before them and 
as a result of which they achieved distinction and honor, These 
things were all because of abstention from division, sticking to 
tunity, calling each other to it and advising each other about it. 
Avoxd everything which broke their backbone and weakened 
their power, such as malice in the heart, hatred in the chest, 
turing away (from each other's help) and withholding the 
hand from the assistance of one another! 


Think about the condition of people from among the 
believers who passed before you. How they were in trials and 
distress! Were they not the most over-burdened among all the 
people and in the most straitened circumstances in the whole 
world? The Phariohs took them as slaves. They inflicted on 
them the worst punishments and bitter sufferings. They 
continuously remained in this state of ruinous disgrace and 
severe subjugation. They found no plan for escape and no way 
for protection from sufferings until God the Glorified noticed 
that they were enduring troubles in His love and bearing 
distresses out of fear for Him, He saved them from the 
distress of trials. He changed their disgrace imto 
































I abAmatt by ab Mule, p. 295, b. 5. abAmalt by ab Taxi, p. 1, b. 13, Wagrat Siffr, p. 
2, 


2. Nab al Belughah, Sermon 2s. 
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honor and fear into safety and they became ruling kings and 
conspicuous leaders and God's favors over them reached that 
limit which their own wishes had not reached. 


Look how they were when their groups were united, their 
views were unanimous, their hearts were upright and straight, 
their hands used to help one another, their swords were intended 
for assisting one another, their eyes were sharp and their aims 
were the same. Did they not become masters of all corners of 
the earth and rulers over the parts of the worlds? Thereafter, see 
what happened to them towards the end when division 
overtook them, unity became fractured and differences arose 
berween their words and their hearts. They were divided into 
various groups and were scattered, fighting among cach other 
and then, God took away from them the apparel of His honor 
and deprived them of the affluence of His favors. Only their 
stories have remained among you for the guidance of those 
who may leara lesson from them, 


You should take a lesson from the fate of the progeny of 
lama'il, the children of Ishq and the children of Isri'il. How 
similar are their affairs and how akin are their examples. 
Ponder on their condition during the days of their division 
and disunity, when [such tyrants as} Kestas and Caesar were 
their masters. They turned them out from the pastures of their 
lands, the rivers of Iraq and the fertility of the world towards 
thorny forests, the passages of (hot) winds and hardships in 
livelihood. In this way they turned them into just herders of 
camels, Their houses were the worst in the world and their 
places of stay were the most droughtstricken, There was not 
‘one voice towards which they could turn for protection, nor 
any shred of affection on whose strength they could trust. 
Their condition was full of distress. Their hands were scattered. 
Their majority was divided. They were in great anguish and 
under layers of ignorance. They buried their daughters alive, 
worshipped idols, disregarded kinship and practiced robbery. 


Now, look at the various favors of God upon them, when 
He sent forth for them a Prophet who made them to pledge 
their obedience to Him and made them unite through His call, 
[Look] how God's bounty spread the wings of its favors over 
them and flowed for them streams of its blessing and the whole 
community became wrapped in blissful prosperity. Consequently 
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they were submerged under its bounty and enjoyed its lushful 
life. Their affairs became settled under the protection of a 
powerful ruler and the circumstance offered them overpowering 
honor and all things became easy for them under the 
auspiciousness of a strong country. They became rulers of the 


world and kings in [various] parts of the earth. They became 
masters of those who were formerly their masters and began 
issuing commands over those who used to command them, 
They were so strong that neither their spears needed testing nor 
did their weapons have any flaw. 


Indeed, you have diverted yourselves from the rope of 
‘obedience and broken the divine forteess of God that was put 
up for you [by resorting to] the laws of the age of ignorance. 
Certainly it is a great blessing of God Almighty that He has 
engendered among them unity through the cord of affection 
under whose shade they walk and take shelter. This is a blessing. 
whose value no one realizes because itis greater than any cost 
and more majestic than any hon 














1. Nakj atBaléghab, Sermon 192, Bibér al twwar, vol. 1, p-472,h. 37. 
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Chapter Seven 
Judicial Policies 


mM 
Electing the Best for Judgment 


367, Imim ‘Ali (a..) ~ in his instruction to Malik Ashtar: “Then 
choose to judge among men, the most excellent of subjects in 
your sight, i, one who is not beleaguered by (complex) affairs, 
who is not rendered ill-tempered by the litigants, who does not 
persist in error, who is not distressed by returning to the truth 
when he recognizes it, whose soul does not descend to any kind 
of greed, who is not satisfied with an inferior understanding 
(of @ thing) short of the more thorough, one who hesitates 
‘most in (acting in the face of) obscurities, who adheres most to 
arguments, who is the least to become annoyed at the petition 
of the litigants, who is the most patient (in waiting) for the 
facts to become clear and who is the firmest when the verdict 
has become manifest; a man who does not become conceited 
when praise is lavished upon him and who is not attracted by 
temptation. But such (men) are few.” 


1/2 
Financial Support for the Judges 
368, Imim ‘Ali (as. ~ in his instruction to Malik Ashtar: “Then 
choose to judge among men, the most excellent of subjects in 
your sight ... and grant generously to him that which will 
éliminate his wants and through which his need from men will 
decrease. 








|. Nabj at Balaghab, Leer 53, Tabof aU, p. 138. 
2 NabjatBalaghab, Letce 83, Tabaf algal, p. 15 & 138, Biber abn, vol. 3, p 
os, R748, 
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1/3 
Occupational Security for Judges 
369. Imam ‘Ali (as. ~ in his instruction to Malik Ashtar: “Then 
choose to judge among men, the most excellent of subjects in 
your sight .... Bestow upon him that station near to you that 
none of your other favorites may aspire to, that by it he may be 
secure from harm by men of importance. Look into that (ie, 
the selection of judges) with thorough consideration, for this 
religion was prisoner in the hands of the wicked who acted 
with it out of caprice and used it to seek (the pleasures of) the 
present world,”* 
{le is also narrated in the same letter in Tihaf al-'Ugat) 
Check frequently his decisions and grant generously to him 
that which will eliminate his wants and through which his need 
for men will decrease. Bestow upon him that station near to 
you (o which none of your other favorites may aspire to, so 
that he remains safe from the harm of those around you. Be 
respectful to him when you associate with him, favor him in 
sessions, agree to his judgment, implement his rulings, support 
him and choose his supporters to be from among. the 
jurisprudents and people of piety who would advise for the 
sake of God and His servants. He may discuss with them any 
doubtful question, refer to them what he is ignorant of and 
they can be witnesses on his settlement of disputations among 
the people, God willing.”” 


Wa 
Emphasis on Good Manners of the Judicature 


370. Imm ‘Ali (as.) ~ to Shurayh: “Look into the state of those 
delaying in discharging people's rightful due from among the 
rich and the needless, who put the Muslims’ riches at the rulers’ 
disposal. So take the Muslims’ rightful due from them and sell 





1. Nabj abBalaghah, Leer 83. 
2 Tabafal'Ugil,p. 6 
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the houses and lands, for I heard the Messenger of God (3...) 
say: “The delaying of 2 rich Muslim is [equal to] oppression to 
the Muslims; and those who do not own lands nor houses or 
wealth are not to be obliged.” 

Let it be known that no one will enjoin people to 
rightfulness except he who drives them away from falsehood. 
Treat the Muslims equally by way of your facial expression, 
speaking and meeting so that those who are near you not to be 
tempted and encouraged by your injustice (in their favor) and 
your enemy shall not lose in hope your justice. Return the oath 
to the claimant when evidence is presented (if evidence is 
presented by the accused then the claimant should take oath), 
for this will remove ambiguity and maintain (sound) judgment 

Let it be known that Muslims ate just. They can bear 
testimony regarding each other except the one who has been 
whipped for a punishment and has not repented or is known 
for giving false witness or is suspected (concerning his faith). 
Take care not to express suffering and pain in a judgment 
session, for God has decreed a reward for it and there is a good 
ewaed reserved for the one who judges rightfully. 


Let it be known that reconciliation among the Muslims is 
permissible, except that which prohibits something lawful or 
allows something prohibited; and give a respite to he who 
claims to have an absent witness, If he presents them, his right 
will be restored and if not, he will be duly judged. Take care not 
to carry out a verdict concerning retaliation (gid), Divine 
sanctions and the Muslims’ rights without informing me about 
it— God willing - and do not sit for judgments except after you 
have had your meal."" 


371, abKaf = narrating (rom Ahmad ibn Abi ‘Abdullah (in a 
disconnected’ narration): “The Commander of the Faithful told 
Shurayh: “Do not whisper to anyone in a judgment session and 
if you get infuriated, stand up and do not make any judgment 
im anger.”* 














1. aba, vol. % p s12, be 4, Tabdch alAbhem, vol. 6 p. 225, st, Man le 
mbdarabs alFegit vol. p13, 328. 

2. A hadith which is either directly or through intermediaries ausibuted to the 
Prophet (ka) of one of the Imims (a5) [Majiam Mutalahat al Rijal ta al 
Direya 135 

‘.abKafi vO. 7, p43, Mas la pabdacehe a agi, vol 3p, 29, 
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372, 


373, 





Imm ‘Ali (as.) ~ when he was informed that Shurayh was making 
judgments in his house: “O Shorayh! Sic in the mosque as people 
consider it fairer (and closer to justice) and certainly itis a disgrace 
for a judge to sit in his house.”" 


Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) ~ from his letter to Rifi'a, when he appointed him 
as his judge in Ahwaz: “Leave aside aspirations, oppose the desires 
and adorn knowledge with righteous manners, Forbearance is a good 
assistant for religion; had forbearance been (in the feature of) a man, 
it would have been a righteous one. 


Beware of [expressing] boredom, for it is [a sign) of folly and 
meanness! Do not let the one who is not your like attend your 
sessions and choose the men of courage. Judge by what is apparent 
(and evident) and leave the secrets and ihe hidden matters to the 
Knower [God]. Give up saying, 'l suppose” or ‘It seems to me!” There 
is no room for ambiguity in religion, Do not dispute with the 
fools and he lal experts Yori because the latter will deprive 
you of his blessings and the former will dishearten you by his evils. 
Do not dispute with the People of the Book except in a manner that 
is recognized by the Qur'an and the sna. Do not accustom yourtell 
to laughter, for it effaces your eminence and make your encmy 
brazen against you, Beware of accepting gifts from the adversaries 
and be wary of the internal (secret side of affairs! 


He who trusts in a foolish woman and consults with her and 
consents to her will shall regret. Beware of the tears of the faithful, 
for the one who moves them to tears will be shattered; and those 
tears will put out the seas of fire of such persons. Do not humiliate 
the adversaries and do not chide and repel one who has asked. Do 
‘ot associate with nonjurist in judgment sessions and do not 
consult with them in your verdicts, for consultation is done only in 
warfare and in urgent expediencies. Religion is not a matter of 
opinion; rather, it is a matter of following and obedience. Do not 
waste the obligatory practices while depending on supercrogatories. 


Do good to him who has done evil to you; forgive him who has 
done injustice to you; pray for one who has assisted you; give him 
who has deprived you and be humble to him who has granted to you, 
Be thankful to God for what He has granted to you and praise Him 
for what He tried you with. Knowledge consists of three things: the 
explicit verses (of the Qur'an), the established Sunnah (tradition) and 
the moderate obligation and their criteria is what we command (they 
are measured by our command and loyalty to us).”* 
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374, Imm ‘Ali (a5.) ~ to Rifé'a: “Do not make judgment when you 
are angry, nor when you are drowsy.”* 


375, Imm ‘Ali (a) — in his letter to Mubammad ibn Abi Bakr: “If 
you judge among people, you should be humble, treat them 
leniently, have a cheerful face before them and have equal looks 
at them so that the chief will not expect your injustice in their 
favor and the weak will not despair of your justice for them.” 





376, Imim ‘Ali (a. “The one who practices justice should treat 
people equally in pointing and looking at them and in 
seating” 


377, Imim ‘Ali (2): “It behooves a judge to avoid paying attention 
to only one of the litigants. He must share his glances at them 
equally and not to let one party show injustice (o the other.”* 


378, Imam al-Sidig (a.s.): "A man came to stay with the Commander 
of the Faithful (as a guest] for a few days and he brought up a 
lawsuit that he had not earlier informed him about. The 
‘Commander of the Faithful asked him if he were one of the 
litigants and he said that he was. Then he said: "Keep away 
from us. Verily the Messenger of God (s.a.w.) has prohibited 
that one litigant be a guest to the judge) unless the other one 
also be with him.” 








us 

Dismissing Judges who Violate the Rules of Judgment 
379. ‘Awalt al-Li'ale “The Commander of the Faithful appointed 
Aba al-Aswad al-Du'li as a judge, then he dismissed him. He 


[Abi al-Aswad) asked him: “Why did you dismiss me, whereas 1 
did not commit any crime nor betrayed?” 


“Ali (a.s,) replied: “I noticed that your voice was louder than 
that of the litigant."* 





1. Da't‘im at. slam, vol. 2, p. 337, b. 1908, Dastar Ma ‘élineal-Hiam, p. 6 

2 Tihaf ak Uphal, p77, Bibar abnwar, vol. 33, p86, b. 733 

3. abKafi, vol. 1, p. 413, b. 3, Tabdith abAbkam, vol. 6, p. 26, b. 03, Nasb abRaya, 
vol. 4, p73 


vol. 2, p. $33, h. 195. 
vol. 7, p. 13, h.  Tadbtb abAphim, vol. 6 p. 226 h. 548, Man li 
vabdarabe al-Fageh, vo, 


‘ PI h 36, 
6 Areal abLiatt, vol. 2, p. 38,4. 
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16 
Watching over the Judgment of the Judges 


380, i (as.) — in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar after 





mentioning to him how to select judges: “Then, investigate 
frequently his decisions."" 






Beware of carrying out a verdict 
divinely decreed penalties and the 
rights of Muslims without informing me about it - God 
willing"? 


‘382, Imim alSidiq (as.): “When the Commander of the Faithful 
appointed Shurayh as a judge, he warned him not to carry out 
any verdict unless he informs him about it."® 





1") 
Warning against Unjust and Reckless Judgments 
383, Imim ‘Ali (a.s.): “The vilest act is the injustice of the judges.”* 


384, mim ‘Al ( 
vanish."* 









“He whose judgments are unjust, his power will 


385, Imam ‘Ali (a): “Among all the people the most detested before 
God Almighty are two kinds of people: ... and the one who has 








1. Nahj abBalaghah, Levee 83, Bihar al Anwar, vol 33, p. 6, b. 248. 


2 Tehdhib abAbham, vol. 6, p. 228, b. $41, aba, vol. 7, p. 412, be 1, Maw la 
sabdaraha al Fagth, vol. 3, p. 1, 320. 


3: ab, vol, p47, h. 3, Tabdbib ab Abhi, vol. 6 p. 217, 50, Da‘é‘im allem, 
vol. 2 p. 34,1808 


4. Ghurar al tikam, W301, "Upam a ikem wa al Masedz,p. 119, 2671, 
5. GhuraratLiam, 7983, "Un al Hikam wa ab Mad i, . 434, b. B16). 
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selected the ignorant to live with, he is enshrouded by the 
darkness of seditions. Those so-called humans have named him 
a scholar but he has not lived soundly even for a day. He wakes 
up early to collect the things the less of which is better (for 
him) than its abundance (worldly things) until when he has 
quenched his thirst fom polluted water (wickedness) and 
acquired meaningless things in his mind. He sits among the 
people as a judge responsible for solving whatever is confusing 
to the others and if he opposes a judge preceding him, he 
himself will not be secure from his verdict being invalidated by 
the one who is to come after him, as he did to the preceding 
ones. If an ambiguous problem is presented before him, he 
Prepares pleonastic arguments for it of his own accord and 
passes judgment on their basis and considers it right, 


Thus, he is entangled in the confusion of doubts like the 
one in the spider's web, not knowing whether he was tight or 
wrong (in his endeavors). He does not consider it as knowledge 
what he does not himself accept and believes in no religion 
except what he has come to believe himself. If he measures 
something with another, he will not disclaim his own view, 
and if he is confused, he will conceal it lest they tell him he 
does not know, for he is well aware of his own ignorance. Thus, 
hhe ventures and makes judgments. He is the key to darkness, 
secking doubts and wandering astray in ignorance. 

He does not apologize for what he does not know so as to 
remain safe. He does not strive to ascertain knowledge through 
which he would be able to make gains. He scatters the 
traditions as the wind scatters the dry leaves. The (lost) 
heritages will weep because of him and blood will ery on his 
account (civil and penal laws of Islam will be corrupted by 
him). By his judgments, unlawful relations (with women) 
become lawful and lawful becomes unlawful. He is neither to 
be trusted in the verdicts he passes nor is competent in what is 
performed by him; for he [only] claims to have knowledge 
about rights.”" 





1 abKaf vol. tp, 38, b. 6 abNahj abBalighab, Sermon 17, atinhéd, vol |, p. 23, 
alba, wo. ,p. 431, b 13, 
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18 
The Imam’s Direct Judgments 


386. ‘Awalt abLi‘ale “Ali (a.s) is reported to have been sitting in the 
mosque of Kafa to judge and there was a special platform for 
this purpose called the platform of judgment (dakkati’? 
ada)" 

387, Irshad al Quiab: “It is reported that when ‘Ali (a.) would come 
back from a battle, he would dedicate some time to educating 
people and judging between them."? 


388, Imim ‘Ali (as) ~ from his sermon when he assembled the 
people and exhorted them to jihad and they remained silen! 
“What is the matter with you? Are you dumb?” 

A group of them replied: “O Commander of the Faithfull If 
‘you go forth we shall be with you." 


Whereupon the Commander of the Faithful said: "What has 
happened to you? You may not be guided aright or shown the 
right path! Should 1 in these circumstances go forth? In fact, at 
this time one of the brave and the valorous among you whom I 
select should go out. It does not behoove me to leave the army, 
the city, the public treasury, the land revenue and the 
dispensation of justice among Muslims and looking after the 
demands of the claimants; and then follow one contingent 
after the other moving here and there like a featherless arrow 
moving in the quiver. I am the axis of the mill. It rotates 
around me while I remain in my position. As soon as I leave it 
the center of its rotation would be disturbed and its lower 
stone would also be disturbed. By God, this is a very bad 
opinion.”* 














ol. 2, p. 344, h 8. 
2 Irnbad al Quiab, p. 218, ‘Uddat abD4'y, p. wt, Bibér alvnedr, vol. 18, p. 16, 0. 
3. Nabj al Balagha, Sermon 119. 
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9 
Consistency in Judgment Procedures 
Settlement of Judges’ Difference 


389, Imim ‘Ali (3.8) ~ in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: *...Then, 
you should do your best to select judges from amongst the best about 
the traditions and the most knowledgeable reporters. They should 
not disagree nor dispute regarding the verdict of God and the 
traditions of His messenger (5.a.w.). Disagreements regarding the 
verdict results in the waste of justice, inadvertence in the religion and 
cause of divergence. God has shown what to do and what to offer, 
and ordered 0 refer what they are ignorant of to those with whom 
God has entrusted the knowledge of His Book and authorized them 
the issuing of rulings.” 








“Divergence of judges arises when tyranny controls them and each 
depends on his own opinion without referring to those whose 
leadership is obligated by God. Neither the religion nor its followers 
will be righteous through such behaviors. Judges should issue 
verdicts according to what they know from the Prophet's traditions 
and practices. If it is impossible for them to judge in a case, they 
should refer to its rightful people. If a qualified person ix not 
available, they should discuss the case with the Muslim jurisprudents 
They should not leave this to others.” 


‘Two judges of the Muslim community should never issue 
different rulings regarding one case without referring it to the Leader, 
Hence, the Leader will judge in chat matter according to his 
knowledge that he received from God. The two judges then should 
agree on the Leader's ruling whether it corresponds or differs from 
theie opinions. You should have a piercing eye in this matter 
because this religion has formerly been a prisoner in the hands of 
vicious people when action was taken according to passion and 
worldly wealth was sought 
"Write letters to the judges of your regions ordering them to raise 
before you any question of judgment about which they dispute. You 
should see into these rulings, authorize any ruling that you find 
consistent with God's Book, the Prophet's traditions and your Icader’s 
instruction, and order the judges to follow. Regarding matters that you 
are in doubt you should gather the jurispradents you and discuss the 
matter with them. Authorize what Muslim scholars unanimously agree 
upon in your presence. Each matter about which the subjects 
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dispute should be referred 10 the leader and he should seek God's 
aid and do his best to enforce the law and force the subjects to 
follow his commandment. There is no strength save in God.”" 


390, Imim ‘Ali (a.s,) ~ Criticizing the scholars’ differences in divine 
rulings: "When a problem is put before anyone of them he passes 
judgment on it {rom his imagination. When exactly the same 
problem is placed before another of them he passes an opposite 
verdict. Then these judges go to the leader who had appointed 
them and he confirms all the verdicts, although their God is One, 
their Prophet is one, and their Book (the Qur'an) is one." 

“Is it God who ordered them to differ and they obeyed Him? 
Or He prohibited them from it but they disobeyed Him? Or (is it 
that) God sent an incomplete Faith and sought their help to 
complete it? Or they were His partners in the affairs, thus they 
have the right to say and He has to agree? Or is it that God the 
Glorified sent a perfect faith but the Prophet fell short of 
‘conveying it and handing it over (to the people)? The fact is that 
God the Glorified says: “We have not omitted anything from the 
Book..." and in it there is an explanation for everything, and He 
the almighty, says that one part of the Que'in verifies another 
rt and that there is no divergence in it, as He says: “Had it been 
From ltomcone}otber then God! they would have sttly fornd mach 
discrpancy in it”? Indeed the outward (manifest) aspect of the 
Qur'an is wonderful and its inward (nonmanifest) aspect is dee 
in meaning). Its wonders will never disappear, its marvels will 
never pass away and darkness cannot be cleared except through 
in” 














710 
Execution of Legal Punishment on Near of Kin and 
Strangers 
391, Imam ‘Ali (as.) - in his sermon: “The most important 
responsibility of a ruler towards his subjects is to make certain that 


they performed their religious duties and what God has imposed on 
them. Certainly it is upon us to command you with what God has 








Taba atUgal,p. 136, Bibar abAnwar, vol. 77, p. 251, b. 1 
2 Qur'an, #38 
2, 
4 Nab a Balaghab, Sermon 1, al, wo tp. 2, 2, Bir atm, vol. 2 
28, bot 
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commanded you {to do] and prohibit you from what God has, 
prohibited you from [doing]. It is also upon us to carry out 
God's commands on both the people who are near and those 
who are far [in kinship] and not to heed, that on whom justice 
is being administered.” 

392, Imam al-Bigir: “The Commander of the Faithful ordered 
Qanbar to whip a man as legal penalty. He gave the man the 
due lashes plus three more so ‘Ali (a) retaliated him with 
three lashes in return.” 


393, Imm alSidiq (a.): “The Commander of the Faithful said to 
jUmae ibn aFKhatab, “There ate cree things that if you tke 
heed of and act accordingly, you will be free from needing 
other things and if you abandon them, other things will be of 
no benefit to you. 

“Umar asked: “What are these three, O Abu al-Hasan! 
“The Imam said: “Executing legal penalty on the near and 
the for [of kin} administering justice on the basis of the Book 
‘of God in both [states of] anger and satisfaction; and equitable 
distribution among the black and the white.” 
“Umar said: "By my life, you said it tersely and eloquently."? 
See: The Encyclopedia of Amir alMu'mintn, Vol, Vil, Section 
Vil, Chapter Four (Najashi, Tariq Ibn ‘Abdullah). 
wm 
Submission to Judgment 

394, alKamil ft al-Tarikh ~ narrated by alSha'bi: “Ali ( 
his shield with a Christian and he (a.s) took him t 
[the judge], sat beside him and said: “his is my shield.” 

“The Christian said: This is my own shield and the 
Commander of the Faithful is not alia 
“Sharh shed “Ai (28): "Do you have any proof” 
.) “No. 

in took the shield, walked a few steps away and 

then returned and said: “I bear witness that these are the 
























4.alGharit, vol. 2, p. S01, Bibar alma, vol. 27, p. 254 h. 18. 

2 abKaft vol. 7, p. 260, ht, Tabdbvb ak phar, vol. 0, 9.28 b 108, Daan al 
‘lam, vo. 2, p24, 1582 

3. Tahdbib abAbham, vol 6 p.227,). 5, Tanith al-Ya'gtbs, vol. 2 p. 208, Managib 
‘Alin Abt Talib, vol. 2, p07 
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Prophetic judgments. The Commander of the Faithful brought me to 
hhis judge and he judged against bim.” 

‘Then the Christian converted to Islam and admitied that ‘Ali 
(a5) had unknowingly dropped the shield on his way to 
(a) was pleased that he embraced Islam and granted him the shield 
and a horse as well. The Christian took part in the battle against the 
Khawarij with him.”* 


398, al:Ghardt ~ narrated by Sha'bi: “Ali (a) found his shicld with a 
Christian. He took him to Shurayh and made a complaint against 
him. When Shurayh noticed him, he headed for another direction, 
“Ali (a) said: "Stay where you are!” He went to him, sat beside him 
and said: “This is my shield and 1 have not sold it nor given it 
away.” 

Shurayb told the Christian: "What does the Commander of the 
Faithful say?” 

‘The Christian said: “This is my shield and in my view the 
Commander of the Faithful is nota far.” 

‘Shurayh turned towards ‘Ali (s.) and asked: “Do you have any 
evidence?” He said that he did not. 

So Shurayh passed the verdict in favor of the Christian. Then he 
happily set out to go, but he returned and said: “Let it be known, | 
bear witness that this is [the type of] Prophets’ judgments. The 
Commander of the Faithful brought me to his own judge and he 
passed a verdict against him! { bear witness that there is no god but 
Allah who is One and without partaers. 1 also bear witness that 
Muhmmad (5...) is His serva Messenger. | swear by Gody 
© Commander of the Fait that tht shield i yous! It dropped 
‘off from your tawny camel while you were on your way to $i 
along with your troops.” 

‘The Commander of the Faithful said: “Now that you have 
embraced Islam, keep the shield for yourself” and he (a.s) mounted 
him on a horse (grant it to him)."? 

396, Rabi’ abAbrir: "A man eaised a complaint with ‘Umar against ‘Al 
(as)) who was sitting down. ‘Umar looked at ‘Ali (a I: 
‘Abw al-Hasant Get up and sit next to your plaintiff ‘Ali ( 
up and sat next to his plaintiff and they both began to debate. Then 
the man left and ‘Ali (a) returned to his place.” 

"Umar found him troubled in his face and asked him: “O Aba al- 
Hasan! Why do I see you disturbed? Are you upset about what 
happened?” 












































Kamil a-Tarthh, vo. 2, p. 43, Jawthir abMatalib, vo. 2, 
2 alGhart, vol. 1, p. 124, Bibér abr, vol. 01, p. 20, 
‘Nihaya, vo. p.4 
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He said: “Yes.” 

“Umar asked: “Why?” 

“Ali(a.s)) replied: “You called me by my kunya (nickname) in 
the presence of the plaintiff. Why did you not say: “O ‘Ali? Get 
up and sit next to your plaintiff?” 

"Umar held ‘Ali's (2s) head [in his hands] and kissed 
between his eyes and then he said: “May my father be sacrificed 
for you! Through you God has guided us and by you He 
brought us forth from darkness into light.” 


2 


The Status of the Interests of the Islamic State in the Issuing 
of Verdicts 


397, alGhardt — nartating from Shurayh, “Ali (a) sent an order to 
me: “Judge as you have judged before until the affairs of the 
people are settled.” 


398, Sharb Nabj al-Balaghah ~ explaining ‘Ali's (a.s) statement: “If 
my steps stand firm on these slippery places, I would alter 
several things": Without doubt, in certain legal ordinances and 
events he moved in ¢ rection which contradicied_ the 

ompanions abibub declarations such a amputation of the 
thief’s tips of fingers [rather than the whole hand], sale of 
mothers of one’s children (slavemaid), etc; what prevented 
him from reforming the previous ‘ordinances was _ his 
involvement in the battles against the rebels and the Kharijites, 
to which he referred as madidhid (turbulences or slippery places) 
and in which he wished his steps would stand firm. Therefore, 
he ordered his judges: “to judge as you have judged before s0 
that people remain united.” Here the word “batta’ suggests that 
he allowed them to follow the previous procedures in judgment 
so long as the people's integration is maintained; and [it is 
evident] that the clauses after ‘herta’ are in contrast to the main 
clauses (this means that when there is no fear of division, do 
not follow the previous procedures any more).”* 








1. Rabt’abAbnir, vol. 3, p. 398, a 
17, p65. 

2. alGharat, vol. 1p. 123 

3. Sharb Nabj abBaligheb, val 19, p 





lagi. 9, b. 9, Sharb Nabj at Balagheh, vol. 
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Chapter Eight 
Security Policies 


al 
Importance of Security 


399, Imam ‘Ali (a): “The worst of counties is a country that has 
neither security nor prosperity.”" 


400, mim ‘Ali (as): “O God! You know what we did was neither to 
seek power nor to acquire anything from the vanities of the 
world. Rather we wanted to restore the signs of Your religion 
and to bring prosperity into Your cities s0 that the oppressed 
among Your worshippers might be safe and Your forsaken 
commands might be established." 

401. Imm ‘Ali (a..) ~ in his instructions to Malik al-Ashiar: "By the 
will of God, the soldiers are the forteesses of the people, the 
adornment of the rulers, the honor of religion, the routes of 
security and the people's affair will not be firm except through 
them, Never reject a peace treaty to which your enemy calls you 
to and which is accepted by God, for in peace there is ease for 
your soldiers, relaxation from your worries and security for 
your land.”* 

402, Imim ‘Ali (as.): “The fact is that people have no choice but to 
have a ruler, good or bad, in whose rule the faithful persons 
perform (good) acts, while the unfaithful enjoy (worldly) 
benefits until God would therein bring all to end. Through 
the ruler, public assets are collected, the enemy is fought, 











1, Ghurar abHikam, 0. Sos, ‘Uyin ab Hike roe at Marea i, p. 20, b. 525. 

2. Nahjal-Balaghas, Sermon 131, Tadbhina abbas, p12. 

3. Nabj alBalaghab, Lewer 83, Tubaf al'Ugal, p. 131, bid, p. 48. Also sce: De‘a'im 
abslam, vo. ,p. 387 
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roads are protected and the right of the weak is taken {rom the strong. 
‘until the virtuous enjoys peace and protection from (the oppression 
of) the wicked."" 


3/2 
Collecting Information 


403, [enim “Ali (a.,) —in his letter to his administeators: “In the Name of 
God, the All Beneficent, the All¢Mercfud. From the servant of God, ‘Ali 
the Commander of the Faithful to whomever of the administrators 
that reads my leter: Now, some men who have sworn allegiance to us 
have now escaped. We suspect that they have moved towards the 
cities of the Basra region. Ask about them from your townspeople 
and assign secret agents throughout your land over them. Then write 
to me whatever you find about them. Wassalam!"™ 


404, Weg'at Sifin: ‘Ali (a.) mentioned that the next morning he would 
be setting out to fight against Mu'awiya. The news reached Mu‘awiya 
tnd the people of Sham fell into a panic and were shattered by this 
[rumor]. Mu‘awiya ibn alDahhak ibn Sufyan ~ the standard bearer 
of the Bani Salim cribe- was with Mu'awiya while antagonizing him 
and the people of Shim and favoring the people of Iraq and ‘Ali ibn 
Abu Talib (a). He used to write the news to ‘Abdullah ibn Tufayl 
ab‘Amirl and be would then send them to ‘Ali (as).”” 


408, Way'at Siffn: "Ali (as.) sent a group to obstruct the source of the 
water to Mu‘dwiya who then dispatched al-Dahbak ibn Qays ab-Fihri 
along with a group of soldiers towards them and dispersed the group 
sent by ‘Ali (as. 

‘Ali's (a) secret agents came back and reported what had 
happened to him (4), 40 “Ali (as) asked his companions: "What 
shall we do?” 

A group said, do this and the other said do that; when he noticed 
their discrepancy, he ordered them [to be prepared] to launch an 
assault on Mu'awiya. He led them co che battle (of Siffin) and the 
people of Sham were defeated."* 











1. Nabj at Balaghab, Sermon 40, 

2.alGharit, vol. 1, p. 387, Bibar abAnsdr, vol 33, p. 407, b. «28 

3. Wag'at Sift, p. 08. 

4. Waa at Sifts, p. 00, Bibar atAnmdr, vol. 32, p. $0, b. 30, Sharh Nahj atBalagheh, 
vol.§, p.3% 
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406, Ansab al-Ashraf. “Ali's (a.s) secret agent in Shim came to him 
and handed him a report on Busr. This secret agent is said to 
hhave been Qays ibn Zurdra ibn ‘Amr ibn Hityin al-Hamadini 
who used to report all news from Sham to him."' 


407, Imam ‘Ali (as) - from his letter to ‘Abdullah ibn Badil: 
“Beware of encountering the enemy's troops until I come to 
you! Send the secret agents toward them and make sure they 
carry arms with them to fight with, The secret agents should be 
from among the brave troops; for the coward would not bring 
you correct reports. You and whoever is with you should abide 
by my commands, by the will of God. Wossalim.”” 


408. Imim ‘Ali (as.) ~ in his report on the battle of Siffin: “A man 
from the Himyar tribe by the name of Hasin ibn Malik was 
with Mu'awiya and used to have correspondence with ‘Ali ibn 
Abi Tilib (as), informing him about the weaknesses of 
‘Mu'awiya.”” 





8/3 
Reforming the Enemies 


409, Imam ‘Ali (a.s,): “He who reforms his enemy has [indeed] added 
to the number of his company.”* 





410. Imim ‘Ali (2.8): "He who reforms the opponents will achieve 
his goal.”"* 





|. Ama Al Ara, v3, p202 
2 alMiyar we abMucwein, p13. 

alas vol, p78. 

4. Oburar at ikem, 520, ‘Up alHikem a ab Mas‘, p. 448, b. 709 
5. Ibid, rons 
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411. Imam ‘Ali (as): "The most complete of prudence is reforming. 
the opponents and acting moderately with the enemies.”! 

412, Imim ‘Ali (2.5): “Reforming the enemies with nice words and 
decent behavior is more convenient than confronting them and 
fighting against them with pain and suffering.” 

413, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Doing good to him who wrongs us reforms 
him." 

414, [mim ‘Ali (a.s): “In the past the wise used to say: 
to frequent houses of others for ten purposes: 
First, to the House of God Almighty for performing the rituals 
{of Haji}, discharging God's right and fulfilling His obligatory 
commands, 





is befitting 





wand nine to the houses of the enemies those who by 
tolerance their turbulence would calm down and by leniency 
and visitation, their hostility would be repelled."* 

415, Imim ‘Ali (as): “Reftaining from annoying [others] would 
reform the hearts of the enemies.” 





416, Imam “Ali (a.s,): “Shake hands with your enemy, even though he 
dislikes it, for it is one of the things to which God has enjoined 
his servants, [where] He says: “Repel [evil] with what is best. (If 
you do 10,] behold, be between whom and you twas enmity, will be as 
though he were a sympathetic friend. But none is granted it except 
those who are patient and none is granted it except the greatly 
endowed."*" 





4. Ibid, 700, 
2. thi b 926 

Albi, bos 

-Kbid,p 426 b.,Bibir abner, vl. 76, 9. 6h be 

5. Churar ab iam, 9768 

6 Quran, 41:3¢~35, af Rb, p63, b. 10 Biber abd, vol 2h, p21 h. 56, 
"al Khish p83, b 1, Bibar altewar, vo, p31. 
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417, Imam ‘Ali (as.) — from an aphorism attributed to him: “If your 
‘enemy pretended friendship and honesty to you, accept it with 
warm friendship, for if he goes on with this [attitude] and gets 
accustomed to it, his friendship will become sincere."" 


8/4 
‘Compromise along with Sagacity 
418, Imam ‘Ali (as.} “I found compromising more beneficial than 
‘combating, s0 long as it does not weaken Islam.”* 


419, Imam ‘Ali (as.): “The best of advice is guiding to reconciliation." 


420, Imim ‘Ali (2..)- in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “Never 
reject a peace to which your enemy calls you and in which is 
God's pleasure, for in peace there is ease for your soldiers, 
relaxation from your worries and security for your land. But be 
‘cautious, very cautious, with your enemy after (having made) 
peace with him, for the enemy may have drawn near in order to 
take advantage of (your) negligence, Therefore be prudent and 
have doubts about trusting your enemy in this (matter).”* 





as 4 

Extreme Warning against the Enemy 

421, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “One who is asleep (negligent), [others] are not 
asleep (negligent) about him."* 


422, Imim ‘Ali (a.s.): “Be extremely vigilant against your enemy.” 











1. Shar) Nabj al Balaghab, vol. 20, p. 21). 80, 
2 Ghunar ab Htikame: 10138, ‘Uyen alHikem wa al Mawes ip, p. 506, b. 9288, 
3. Ghunar al ikem, b. 9379, “Upon al Hikam wo at Mared‘ip,p. 470, 8.957%. 


4 Nabj abBaleghab, Letter 53, Khaya's ab imma, p. 128, Da'a'im abislam, vol. p 
367. 


5. Nabj at Beleghab, Lewes 62, ak Ghent, vol. p. 321 
6. Ghurar abtlikam, b. 1030 
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423, Imim ‘Ali (as): “Do not feel safe from any enemy, even if he 
expresses appreciation." 

424, Imim ‘Ali (as): “The worst of enemies is he who is more 
insightful and more covert in conspiracies.” 

425, Imim ‘Ali (a. — from an aphorism attributed to him: “Be 
more wary of a secretive enemy than the enemy who openly 
fights against you.”” 

426. Imi “The weakest enemy in deception is he who 
manifests his enmity.”* 

427. Imim ‘Ali (as): “He who manifests his hostility is less 
deceitful.”* 

428. Imim ‘Ali (a.s.): “Do not be deceived by the enemy's flattery, 
for the enemy is like water which, although taking long to boil 
with fire, it does not fail to put it out."* 











1. Ibi, 10197 

2. Ibid, sm. 

3. Sharb Nah atBalaghoh, vo. 0, p. 311.37. 

4, Ghnrar al-Btitum, b 3258 Sharb Neb el-Balaghah, vol. 2, p. 34, bh 967 

5. Ghurar alLlikam, b. 796. 

6 Ghurar allan, by. 1098. 

Imam abBigit (a) says "When the Commander of the Faithful a) came down 
to the region of Naheawin, he asked about Jamil ibn Bayhii, Anushirwan’s 
scribe, They sai he was stl alive and having his} daily sustenance. He ordered 
him to be summoned. When he arrived, “Ali (as.) found him sound in i 
senses (except for his sight clearminded and highly talented. He asked hu 
“0 Jamil! How should « person be?” 

He aid: "He should have few friends and many enemies!” 

‘The Imim ssid: "You uttered « strange thing, O Jamil, at people are 

imous that it is better to have many fiends.” 

‘is not as they suppote; for when something is imposed on frends, 
4ct as they should, there is also a proverb in this regard which says 
"The ship sank because it had (00 many sailors” 

‘The Commander of the Faithful sad: “I have tied this and it 

benefit is there in having many enemies?” 

‘When there ae 109 many ener 
utter a word by which to get stuck [ia trouble), of make a blandet to be 
wnded for. Therefore, he is always protected from erring” The 
‘Commander of the Faithful approved this. (aLDa'wt, p. 297, b. 68, Bibtr al 
Art, ol. 3, p33) 
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8/6 
Warning against Underestimating the Enemy 


429, Imim ‘Ali (as): “Do not underestimate any of the enemies, 
even if they are weak.” 


430, Imam ‘Ali (2s) — from an aphorism attributed to him: “Beware 
of underestimating the enemy, for it bars you from vigilance. 
‘Many a small group has defeated a great group!" 

431, Imam ‘Ali (as) — from an aphorism attributed to him: “Do not 
underestimate the power of your enemy when you are fighting 
with him, for if you win (the battle}, you will not be praised 
and if he defeats you, you are not excused. The weak that keeps 
4 watchful eye on the powerful enemy is closer to safety than 
the powerful who is conceited of his own power over the 
weak." 











37 
Warning against Consultation with the Enemy 


432. Imm ‘Ali (2. 
ignorant." 


): “He who seeks consultation with his enemy is 





433, Imim ‘Ali (as): "Do not consult your enemy, and conceal your 
news from him."* 


434, Imam ‘Ali (a): “Consult your enemies only in order to find 
‘out the extent of their enmity and their goals.”* 





1. Churar abHikam,b. 10216. 
2. Sharb Nah atBalaghah, vol. 0, p. 282 8.23, 
3. Sharb Nabj abBalaghah, vol. 20 9.309, b. 343 
4. Ghurar abHikam, b 663. 

5. Ibid, b. 10158 

6. Ibid, h. 2462, 











494 Imam Ali and Political Leadership 









ip Uys 
“aja [Bau GS Y nce 438 





439 


or 


Prd BAY, 


toad Sh ig I gS Lan 


ANI Mg ily NBME 
$9 Klaas 
argh ae 

NOISE pK dA 

104g 83 ye 7M res Dp 2g SA 
nee pStLyAA 

ang ey 

atc ade tog ntl CH 


Chapter Eight: Security Policies 495 









435, Imim ‘Ali ( 
test and trial 
of his enmity 

436, Imam ‘Ali (as): "He who seeks help from his enemy for his 
need, will move farther away from it 


3/8 

g the Right Time [seizing the opportunity] in 
Encountering the Enemies 

437, Imim ‘Ali (as): “Employ [the strategy of] waiting for 
possibilities and seizing the opportunity in order to gain 
victory.” 

438. Imim ‘Ali (as): "Do not assault the enemy before you are 
powerful [enough},"* 

439, Imim ‘Ali (a): "Do not disclose your enmity to those over 
whom you have no power.”® 

440, Imim ‘Ali (as.): “Do not confront your enemy when he is 
advancing, as this will help him over you; nor confront him 
when he is retreating, as his withdrawal will be sufficient for 
you regarding his affair."* 

441, Imim ‘Ali “It is most destructive to your enemy that you 
do not inform him that you have taken him as an enemy.”” 

442, Imim ‘Ali (a5) — from an aphorism attributed to him: “It is 
most fatal to your enemy that you do not let him know that 
you have taken him as an enemy.’ 


= from an aphorism attributed to him: “As a 
consult your enemy in order to realize the extent 











Knot 














1. Sharb Nabj abBalagheb, vol. 20, p. 317, 634 
2. Ghunar a Hiker, b 9986 

3. Ghar altlikam, 234, 

4. Ibid, 10238, 

5. Kang al Favs i, vol. 2. 83, Bibi abAnedr vol. 7, p. 93, . 108 
6. Ghar ab ikem, b, 10308 

1. Nathr atDarar, vol, 9.29. 

8. Sharb Nab abBalagheh, vol. 2, p. 283, 264. 
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8/9 
Refraining from Punishment on the Basis of Conjecture 
443. alJamak: “Ibn ‘Abbas visited the Commander of the Faithful 
(a.s,) and he first started to speak and said: “O Ibn ‘Abbas! Do 
you have any news?” 
He said: “I saw Talha and Zubair.” 


He told him: “The two asked my permission for ‘Umra 
(pilgrimage) and I granted them permission after I had them 
pledge not to deceive, commit betrayal or get involved in 
corruption. O Ibn ‘Abbas! By God, they have no intention 
other than treason. I know that they have gone to Mecca to seek 
assistance against me; for the treacherous wicked Ya'la ibn 
Munyah has taken the wealth of Iraq and Persia to spend it all, 
The two men will soon ruin my affair and shed the blood of 
my followers and companions.” 

‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas said: “If you think so, why did you 
give them permission and why did you not put them in jail and 
shackle them so that you would save Muslims from their 
harm?” 

The Imam (a.s) said: “O Ibn ‘Abbis! Are you asking me to 
hasten (o tyrannize and practice evil instead of doing good and 
punish on the basis of conjecture and accusation? Far be it! By 
God, I will not withdraw from the pledge I made to God as to 
judge on the basis of justice and speaking the truth. 

Ibn ‘Abbas! I gave them permission and 1 know what they 
will commit; however, I asked God for help against them and I 
swear by God that I will kill them and make them hopeless and 
they will not fulfill their wish, for God will punish them for 
their injustice and transgression towards me and their violation 
of my allegiance and persecuting me.”' 











aljemal, p. 06. 
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444, Tarik at Tahari - narrated from Jundab: “When ‘Ali (a.s) was 
informed about the afflictions and tragedies inflicted upon of 
Bani Najiya and the murder of their chief, he said: “May his 
mother fall [die]! How feeble-minded he was and how daring he 
was towards God! Once somebody came to me and said, ‘There 
are men among your companions who, I fear, may separate 
from you. What do you think of them?” 

Told him: “I do not administer punishment on the basis of 
accusation, nor do I chastise on the basis of assumptions. | do 
not fight against anyone but the one who has antagonized me 
and manifested his enmity towards me and that I will not start 
to fight him (but) after I have invited him and presented my 
proofs to him. Then, if he repents and returns to us, I will 
accept him as one of our brothers; but if he refused and wished 
for nothing but battle against us, we will ask God to help us 
against him and will fight him. May God keep away from me 
what He wishes!” 

Once again he came to me and said: “I fear that ‘Abdullah 
iba Wahab alRasbi and Zaid ibn Husayn would ruin your 
affair. I heard them say things about you that if you heat, you 
will not let them go unless you kill or chastise them. So never 
telease them from the prison.” 

I said: “I will consult with you about them, so what do you 
suggest?” He said: "I suggest you send for them and kill them.” 

Then I found out that he was neither pious nor wise, so 1 
said: “By God, 1 do not suppose you are pious, nor helpful or 
wise. By God, even if I ever wanted to kill them, it would be 
more fitting for you to say to me: “Be wary of God! Why do 
you consider their blood as lawful since they have neither 
killed anyone, nor have they risen up in war against you, or 
given up obeying you?” 

445, Imim al-Sadiq: “The Commander of the Faithful ‘Ali ibn Abi 
Talib (a) used to say to the people in Kafa: "O people of 
Kafal You suppose that I do not know what sets you aright? 
Yes, I do, But I do not like to do so by ruining myself fusing 
unlawful means}.” 























1 Tait a abart, vo. % p31, Sharh Nab atBalghe, vol. 3p. 18 Ghar, 
vol. 1, p. 371 
2 allmalt by ak Mul, 





- 207, 40, Biber abana, vol typ. 114, b-16 
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446, alGhanit — reporting on the desertion of Khircit ibn Rashid, 
who was one of the Kharijis, from the Commander of the 
Faithful: “Abdullah ibn Qa‘in said: “...1 came to the 
‘Commander of the Faithful and reported to him what I had 
heard about Khirrit, what I had told his cousin and the 
response he had given me.” 

The Imam said: “Leave him alone. If he accepts the truth 
and returns, we will recognize that and accept it from himy; and 
iff he rejects it, we will send for him.” 


I said: “O Commander of the Faithful! Why do you not 
seize him right now to give his pledge of assurances [to be 
secure of his evils)?” 


He said, “If we treat all those whom we accuse like this, then 
we should fill up prisons by them; and I do not believe ir to be 
permissible to attack people, imprison them and punish them, 
unless they have openly exprested their antagonism towards 
us." 





See: The Encyclopedia of Commander of the Faithful, V1, 447 
(The Revolt of Khierit ibn Rashid). 





8/10 
Warning against Torture 
447. Imim ‘Ali (as): “He who whips a person unjustly, God the 
Blessed and the Exalted will whip him with a whip of fire."™ 
448, Imim ‘Ali (25): “The most detested person before God is one 
who bares @ Muslim's back unrightfully and beats a person who 


has not beaten him, or kills he who has not committed a 
murd 














1. abGhardt, vol. 1, p. 333 & 335, Bibar abAedr, vol. 33, p. 407, h. 628, Sharh Nabj al 
Balaghah, vo. 3, p. 129, 

2 Da‘a‘im abla, vol. 2, ps, b. 1907. 

3: Da'a'im abtslaim, vol. 2, p. 4s, St, Tedbid abAbkim, vol. 1, p. (38, b. S86, 
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449. Imim ‘Ali (as) ~ in his letcer to the chiefs [collectors] of land tax: 
“Even if there had been no fear of punishment for revolt and 
disobedience, which God has prohibited, the reward in keeping aloof 
from them would be enough [incentive| to abstain from going after 
them. Show mercy [on others} so as to be shown mercy; do not 
torture servants of God and do not charge them to that which is 
beyond their capaci 

450, Imm ‘Ali (2): “O People! I called you to the Truth but you turned 
your back on me and I beat you with the lash but you tired me out 
Know that after me you will be ruled by rulers who would not be 
content with this; rather they would torture you with whips and iron, 
But I do not torture you with whips and iron, for whoever tortures 
people in this world, God will torture him in the Hereafte.”” 

451. Musnad Zaid ~ narrating from Zaid ibn ‘Ali (xs), from his father, 
from his grandfather about ‘Ali iba Abi Talib (a.): “In truth, he 
[‘Ali] (as) told "Umar concerning a pregnant woman who had 
admitted to committing adultery and "Umar had ordered her to be 
stoned: “Perhaps you have shouted at her or frightened her?” 

“Umar replied: "That isso." 

“Ali (a) suid: “Have you not heard the saying of the Messenger 
of God (ga.w.): “There should be no legal punishment to the one 
who has confessed after being tortured. Indeed the confession of the 
person whom you shackle, incarcerate, or threaten is invalid?” 

He [the narrator] said: "Umar released the woman, then he 
“Women are unable to give birth toa son like ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib. [ft 
was not for ‘Ali, ‘Umar would be perished.” 


452, Imim ‘Ali (as) ~ in his sermon at the beginning of his government: 
“Surely, God has made unlawful the things which are not unknown 
and made lawful the things which are without defect. He has given 
precedence to the esteem of Muslims over others. He has placed the 
rights of Muslims in the same grade of importance as sincerity [to 
Him Almighty] and monotheism. Therefore a Muslim is one from 
‘whose tongue and hand every (other) Muslim is safe except in the 
matter of truth. itis not lawful to harm another Muslim unless itis 
obligatory."* 
































1, Weg'at Siffn,p. 108, Nabj alBalaghab, Letter Si, al-Mi'ytr we alMaveazin, p12 
2. akGhanit, vol 2, p 488, ablmbad, vol. , p. 322, Sharb Nabj al Baléghah,p. 2, p. 306 
3. Musnad Zaid, p. 338, KasifabYagtn, p73, b. 88, Dhaka ir al'Ugba, p. 146 

4 Nabj al Balaghah, Sermon 187, Bir abner, vol. 32, p. 40, b. 26 
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all 
‘Warning against Insult 


453. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — narrating from ‘Abdullah ibn Sharik: “Hujr 
ibn ‘Adi and ‘Amr ibn Hamq went out while openly expressing 
their aversion and cursing the people of Sham, so ‘Ali (a) sent 
a message to them to avoid what he had been informed about. 


‘The two came to “Ali (as) and said: “O Commander of the 
Faithful! Are we not on the right path?” 

He said: “Yes.” 

They asked again: “Are they not on the wrong path?” 

He said: "Yes." 

‘They said: "Why then did you prevent us from cursing them?” 

He said: “I did not like you to be among the cursers and 
revilers who curse people and express aversion; but if you 
described their misbehavior and said: “Their conduct is such 
and their behavior is 40", it would be more appropriate in 
ing and more effective in excusing, If instead of cursing and 
disavowing them, you would say: “O God! Spare our blood and 
theirs, reconcile between us and them and deliver them from 
their misguidance so that the one who has ignored the truth 
knows it and the one who has attached himself to aggression 
and enmity refrains from it", this would be dearer to me and 
better for you.” 

They both said: “O Commander of the Faithful! We accept 
your advice and we shall discipline ourselves by your good 
manners’ 








454. Imam ‘Ali(as: “Do not dishonor your cnemy even if he 
dishonors you.”? 


1. Wag'at Siffs.p. 10, Bibar alvtntedr, ol. 32, p. 399, b. 60373. Nabj al-Baleghab, 
Sermon 204, a-Akhbat abTiwal, p. 168. 
2. Gharar allitam,b. 0418. 
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8/12 
Gentleness as long as There Is no Conspiracy 


Imim ‘Ali (as): “Gentleness will soften the roughness of 

‘opposition and defiance.”" 

456. Imim ‘Ali (a.s.) ~ in the aphorisms attributed to him: “Get close 
to your enemy to the extent that you may fulfill your need; and 
do not get too close to him lest you should debase your 
companions and yourself. Look at the stick erected before the 
sun. If you tilt it, the shadow will get longer and if you go to 
extremes in tilting the stick, the shadow will diminish.” 

487. Tartkh al-Tabart — narrating from ‘Abd al-Malik ibn Abi 
Hurrah alHanafi: “One day ‘Ali (as) went out to give a 

sermon. He was lecturing while the Khawarij were chanting in a 

corner of the mosque ‘there is no Sovereignty save for God’ (la 

uk ill Ui'tlab) 


FA 








i) isa true 
word but falschood is intended. If they keep silent, we will 
abandon them; if they go on talking, we will debate with them; 
and if they rise against us, we will fight them.” 

458, alSunan al-Kxbra ~ narrating from Kathie ibn Namir: “While { 
‘was attending the Friday prayer and ‘Ali (a.s.) was on the pulpit 
when a man rose and said, ‘there is no Discretion belong only 
to God? (la buko illali'lab)!” 

Another person rose and said, ‘there is no Sovereignty save 
for God’! Then the Khawirij stood up from around the 
mosque. ‘Ali (a.) requested them to sit down and he said: "Yes, 
Sovereignty belongs to God alone; a word by which a falsehood 
is intended. We will deal with you according to the judgment 
of God. Let it be known that there are three issues regarding 
you that matters for me: 

So long as you are with us, we will not prevent you {rom 
the mosque in which you may utter the name of God; 














1. tbid, p. 500. 

2 Sharh Nabj atBalaghab, vo. 2, p. 32, b. $23. 

13. Tarthb at Tabart, vol. 5, p. 72, abKémil ft al Tarikb, vol. 2, p. 39%, Amsab alAsbrif, 
vol 3, p35. 
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So long as your hands are in ours, we will not deprive you of 
the public assets; and we will not fight against you unless you 
fight against us.” Then he went on with his sermon.”! 

459, al-Amowal ~ narrating from Kathir ibn Namir: “A man brought 
another man from the Khawarij to ‘Ali (as) and said, *O 
Commander of the Faithful! I saw this man cursing you.’ 

He said: “Curse him back, the same way as he cursed me.” 

He said: “He has threatened you!” 

"Ali (as) said: “I will not kill a person who has not killed 











mi 

‘Then he said: “They have three rights over us: not to prevent 

them from the mosques where they utter the name of God; not 

to deprive them of public assets so long as their hands are in 

fours and not to fight against them until they begin to fight 
against us. 

460. atMugannif ~ narrating from Kathir ibn Nami: “A man 
brought another man from the Khawarij to ‘Ali (as.) and said 
he [and his group] have threatened you and then ran away and 
Taught this man,” 

‘The Imam sai 
me?” 

‘The man said: ‘He cursed you!" 

He said: “You either curse him or let him go.”” 

See The Enowlopedia of Commander of the Faithful, VI, 390 
(The Imam’s patience with the persecutions of the Khawarij 
and his tolerance towards them). 


8/13 
Exiling or Detaining the Plotters 


461. Sharh Nabj abBalighok: “It is narrated that ‘Umrin ibn 
Husayn was one of those who had deviated from ‘Ali (as) and 
he (as) had exiled him to Mada’in for he had said: “If ‘Ali 
dies, 1 do not know how his death will come! And if he is to be 
killed — that I hope he will — I look forward to that!” 











“Should { kill the person who has not killed 














1. atSian at Rar vl. 8 p39, 66, Tait al Tahar, wl. 5p. 70, Kami fi 
‘alTartt, vo. 2,939 

2 alm, p 265, 567, Kemea-Ummal, ol, p30, 38, 

Lal Mujennf ft addi wa aha, vol. tb. 17, Keng Um 
Pi b iat. 

4. Sharh Nabj al Balaghab, vol. 4, p. 77. 
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462, al-Gharat — narrating from Sa‘id al-Ash‘an: “When setting out 
for Nahrawan, ‘Ali (a.s.) put a man from the Nakha’ tribe by 
the name of Hini ibn Hadha in his place. He wrote to ‘Alt 
{a.s.) that: “The Ghani and Bahila tribes had revolted and 
prayed that your enemy gain victory [over you].” 

“Ali (as) wrote back: “Deport them from Kafa and do not 
leave any of them therein.” 

463, Tartkh al-Tabart ~ narrating from Mubill ibn Khalifa: “A man 
from the Bani Sadas wibe called ‘Ayzir ibn Akhnas who 
believed in the Khawarij[sympathizing with them] set off on a 
trip towards them, In the outskirts of Mads’in, he ran into 
‘Adi ibn Hitim who was accompanied by Aswad ibn Qays al- 
Muridi and Aswad ibn Yazid al-Muradi. 

When ‘Ayzir encountered ‘Adi, he asked him: “Are you a 
healthy and successful person or a tyrannic and sinful one? 

“Adi said: “healthy and successful.” 

The two Muridis said: “You only ask this out of the evil you 
have in you. We know for sure that you carry the views of the 
Khawirij, © ‘Ayzar! You shall not be separated until we take 
you to the Commander of the Faithful and report your state to 
him.” 

A short while later “Ali (as) came and they reported to him 
saying: “O Commander of the Faithful! He is of the same 
opinion as that of the Khawarij, We know him.” 

He (as) said: “[The shedding of] his blood is not 
permissible to us; however, we will imprison him.” 

“Adi ibn Hitim said: “O Commander of the Faithful! Leave 
him with me and I ensure that no harm would come to you 
from him.” ‘Ali (a.s) left him with ‘Adi."™ 














i. Ghirit, vol. |, p. 18, Bihér bAnmar, vol 33, p. 386, b $8. 
‘Tarikh al Tabari, vol 5, p. 
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Chapter Nine 
Warfare Policies 


wl 
Attaching Importance to Military Training 


A. Training the Troops 

| Imam ‘Ali (a..) ~ ftom his commandments to Ziyad ibn Nadr 
when he assigned him as the commander of his army in the 
battle of Siffin: “You should know that the vanguards of an 
army serve as their eyes and the eyes of the vanguard are t 
forerunners. Therefore when you leave your town and approach 
the enemy you should not feel weary to search for them because 
the informers are everywhere and in some of the defiles, woods, 
and secret places as well as every area x0 [be on your guard] that 
your enemies will not raid you of lay trap for you. 

Do not make the battalions and tribes proceed from 
morning to evening unless you want to mobilize them, so that 
when a matter occurs or a trouble befalls you ate already 

for 
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Your camp should be upon heights, slopes of the mountains, 
or in between rivers so that they will form fortresses for you 
and will prevent your enemies from reaching you. Your 
fighting should be from one or two fronts. Order the 
vanguards to settle on the summits of mountains, heights and 
‘on the edges of rivers. They should oversee for you so that the 
‘enemies will not attack you from a fearful or secured place. 

Ifyou want to reside, you should reside collectively and when 
you want to continue your march, you should continue 
collectively, When you reside at night, you should encompass 
your camp with spears and armors, Put the archers behind the 
carriers of armors 50 that you will not be taken by surprise or 
inattentively. 

Guard your army yourself. Beware, you should not sleep 
unbrokenly and should not pass a night with deep sleep. You 
should keep up this method until you meet your enemy. 

You should be careful and deliberate in fighting. Beware of 
hasting unless a good opportunity arises for you, Do not fight 
before the enemy attacks you or you receive my order, Peace 
and God’s mercy be upon you." 

465, Imim ‘Ali (as.) ~ from his commandments to Ma‘qal ibn Qays 
abRiyahi when he was dispatched to Sham as the head of a 
three thousand strong vanguards: “Be wary of God before 
Whom attendance is inevitable and with other than Whom 
there is no meeting. Do not fight except with those who fight 
you. Travel in the two cool periods (i.e. morning and evening). 
Let the men have midday rest and sleep. Give them ease and 
comfort when marching and do not travel during early hours 
of night for God has made it for resting and has ordained it for 
staying, not for journeying. Therefore give rest to your body in 
the night and let your carrier-beasts also rest. When morning 
hhas appeared and dawn has arrived, commence your journey 
with God's blessings. When you face the enemy stand in the 
midst of your comrades. Do not get too close to the for, like 
the one who wants to commence the fighting, nor remain too 
distant like he who is afraid of action, till you receive my 
orders. Hatred for them should not lead you to fight before 
inviting them (to guidance) and leaving no excuses for them,”” 














1, Tuhafal-Usil, p. 191, Nabj akBalegheh, Leer 11, Wag'at Sif, p. 128, ahARDbér 
‘al Fite, p. 6. 
2. Nebj al Balaghab, Lester 12 
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466, mm ‘Ali (a. — from his leter to some of his army chiefs: “If 
they [the enemies} return to the shelter of obedience, then this 
is all that we want. But if the affair of these people led to 
separation and disobedience, then take with you those who 
obey you and rush upon those who disobey you. And be 
content with those who follow you and do not worry about 
those who hold back from you because the absence 
of a halfhearted man is better than his presence and his sitting 
down is better than his rising up.”" 

467, lmbm ‘Ali (as): “If the enemy launches an assault upon you, 
then spread your troops on the gates of the ditches for there 
exists nothing save swords; stand firm on the ground after 
artaying the troops. Do not look at the enemics in the Lace. 
Theit number should not scare you, look to your own land 
[and front] instead. 1f they assault you, bend over on your 
horses and hide yourselves behind your shields like an 
impenetrable stronghold; and if they turn their back on you, 
launch an attack on them with your swords. If they stand firm, 
then stand firm on the other side too. And if they run away, 
rush on them and catch them"? 

468, Imam ‘Ali (23) “If God forbids you happen to face a defeat, 
hold a gathering and remember God and how He promised the 
deserters of the battlefield [to be punished]. Reproach the one 
whom you sce turning his back on the enemy. Gather the 
banners and tie them together. The roughriders must hasten to 
bring the fugitives back to the troops and the army and anyone 
hiding in the hideaways is to come back to you. When the 
dispersed troops were gathered and your power was reclaimed 
and the defeated state has left you, hand over the troops to the 
commanders, mobilize the forces and fight. Seek assistance 
from God and be patient, for there is great reward for 
Perseverance at the time of defeat and for the brave man’s 
attack on the enemy."? 

















lahj al Baléghab, Lewter 4, Bibitr alAnindr, vol. 32, p. 67, b. 46, Tadbkira al 
Khaves, p. te. 

2 Da'a'im ablsdam, vol, p- 373 

3. Da'a’im ablilame, vol. i, p. 373. 
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469, Tartkh Dimashg ~ narrating from Ibn ‘Abbas: “Women fail to 
give birth to the like of the Commander of the Faithful ‘Ali 
ibn Abi Talib (as). By God, I have neither seen nor heard of 
any chief to be compared to him. I saw him at the Battle of 
Siffin wearing a turban with the folders on both sides let down. 
His (wo eyes looked [glazing] like two fiery lights. He was 
standing before a small group and inciting them to fight until 
he reached me while I was standing amid the people. Then he 
said: “O Gathering of the Muslims! Let your heart feel the fear 
of God, lower the voices, put on tranquility, make use of the 
spears and before drawing your sword give it a good shake. 
Wave your swords to the left and right and strike them with 
their sharp edges. Coordinate your swords with your steps 
and your arrows with your spears. Certainly you are in the 
sight of God and in the company of the Prophet's cousin. 
Launch your assaults consecutively and be ashamed of 
deserting, for it is a great shame that will remain in generations 
and it is fire on the Day of Account. 

Keep yourselves lively and delighted. Step toward death 
readily and lightheartedly. Take care of (concentrate on) the 
bulk of the [enemy's] troop and the tent whose ropes are 
stretched around and aim at their hearts, for the Satan has 
mounted the unruly camel and has extended his arms, holding 
‘one hand forward to attack and a foot backward to run away. 
So stay firm and persevere, so as the Light of God may shine on 
you, as: "...and when you bave the upper hand and God is with you, 
and He will not stint [tbe reward of] your works." * 











470, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Do not let your banners bend down, nor leave 
it alone, Do not give it to anyone except the brave and the 
defenders of honor among you because they alone endure the 
befalling of troubles. And know that the guardians are those 








1. Quran, «735, 
2 Teith Dimas, vol. pt Mart af Dhaba vol. 2, p. 9, "Upin a Abar, 
volt pt 
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who surround the banners and encircle them on all sides and 
do not let it be ruined. They do not remain behind lest they 
sive them over to the enemy, nor they go ahead of them lest 
they leave them alone.”' 


B. Arrangement of the Troops 

471, Da‘a'im atdslam — regarding ‘Ali (as): “When he advanced 
forward to fight, he would arrange the troops to the left, the 
right and the middle flanks, with himself stationed in the 
middle. He would appoint liaisons for them, would send forth 
vanguards and would order them to lower their voices, o pray, 
to have their hearts united, to draw their swords, to display 
their power. He would also order every group to be stationed in 
their own positions and that everyone who would make a raid 
should return to his position after the raid."” 

472. Da‘a'im abtslam ~ regarding ‘Ali (as): "When he was ready to 
g0 on a battle, he would prepare the battalions and separate the 
tribes, He would appoint a person over every group, array the 
troops and divide them into divisions. Then he would set off 
for the battle.”* 





473, tev ‘Ali (a) ~ on how to prepare for a war: “Send the 
infantry and the archers ahead to storm them [the enemy] with 
arrows, while the two flanks raid on them with spears, Set the 
riders and the elite forces as the support of the banner and the 
forerunners; and do not leave your positions for a rider from 
the enemy who has been left alone.”* 








Lal Ka, vol. Sp. 9, be 4 Bir alfred, vol. 32, p. 563, b. a68. Also, ef, Nabjal- 
Balagheb, Sermon 124. 


2 Da'aim atta, vol. p. 32. 
3. Ibid. 
4 ibid, volt, p.372. 
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474, Imam ‘Ali (as.) his commandment to the troops when 
dispatching them to confront the enemy: “When you proceed 
towards the enemy or he proceeds towards you, the position of your 
forces should be on the high ground or on the mountain slopes or 
the bends of rivers so that i€ may serve you as a shelter and 
hindrance to the enemy. Your encounter should be rom one or (wo 
fronts 








Place watchers on the peaks of mountains and the sides of 
highlands so that the enemy may not approach you from a secure 
or a fearful place, And know that the vanguard of an army serves as 
thelr eyes, and the eyes of the vanguard are their informers, 


Beware of separation. When you halt, do so together, and when 
you move, you should move togcther. When night comes fix your 
spears in a circle and do not sleep except for a dosing or napping, 

C. Keeping Hold of One's Weapon in Battles 

475, Du'd'im atlslém: “He {'Ali] (2) detested a man to drop his weapon 
during combat. When pointing out the ‘Prayer at the time of Fea 
God said: “Let « group of them stand with you carrying their weapons’ 
and He also said: "The faitbls are eager that you shoxld be oblivion of 
‘your weapons and your baggage, 10 that they cowid asiat you all at once! 

‘The best thing for thote who are in combat is not to separate the 
‘weapon from themselves by any means.”” 

See The Encylopedia of Commander of the Faithful, Vil, 100, 
(Martyrdom of Muhammad ibn Abi Baks), and 104, (the sorrow of 
the Imam). 











D. Taking Opportunities 

476, Imam ‘Ali (a.s. ~ describing the fighting: “He who notices a chance 
‘over the enemy should raid on him and take advantage of the 
‘opportunity ~ of course after strengthening his position ~ and when 
his goal is achieved he should return to his position.™* 








1, Nabj al Balaghab, Leer 1, Tab alUgs,p. 192, Wag Sif, p. 124, ab Aber 
at Tis. 6. 

2. Quen, 12. 

3. Dai al-hlém, vol. p. 37. 

4 Ibid, vol p32 
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477. 


478, 


479, 


480. 


481. 


1. Wag'at Siftn, p. 406, Bibér abate, vol. 32, p. $1 
2 Gharer 


Wag ‘at Siffn: [in the battle of Siffin], Abnaf ibn Qays alSa‘dt 
addressed the people and said: “O people of Iraq! By God, You 
will not confront this issue with your necks more lowered 
[more humiliated] than [you are] today. They lifted the veils of 
shame and they do not fight for the religion nor do they resist 
except out of shamefulness. So proceed!” 

‘They said: “If we proceed today, [it will be the same way as] 
‘we proceeded yesterday. © Commander of the Faithfull What 
do you say?” 

The Imam said: “At the time of proceeding, do proceed; and 
at the time of withdrawal, withdraw. Proceed before they 
proceed towards you.”* 





E. Tactical Withdrawal 

mien ‘Ali (a): “To retreat at the right time is equal to victory 
in its time.” 

Imim ‘Ali (as) ~ would say to his companions at the time of 
battle: “The retreat after which return is intended and the 
withdrawal afier which attack is in view should not make you 








92 
Establishment of Special Forces 

Imim al-$idiq (2): “The elite army included six thousand of 
‘Ali's (a.s.) companions."* 

alikbtivas — nacrating from ‘Ali ibn al-Hakam: “The 
companions of the Commander of the Faithful were those to 
‘Swear [your] allegiance, and I will promise you 
¢ and not gold and silver. Our Prophet (s.a.w.) has 











oO. 





bam, b. 2003 
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previously said to his companions: “Swear allegiance as I do 
not promise you except the reward of] Paradise.” 

‘And they {the Commander of the Faithfull’s companions} 
included: Salman al-Farsi; alMiqdad; Aba Dhar al-Ghifari, 
‘Ammir ibn Yasir; Aba Sasan and Abu “Amr al-Angariyan; Sahl 
(Badri) and ‘Uthman, the sons to Hunayf al-Ansari ; and Jabir 
ibn ‘Abdullab al-Ans 

‘And from among his close companions were: ‘Amr ibn al- 
Hamg al-Khuza's, the Arab; Maytham al-Tammar ~ Maytham 
ibn Yahya, the freed slave - Rushayd al-Hijel, Habib ibn 
Muzahar al nd Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr. 

His (riends included: al‘Alm al-Azdt; Suwayd ibn Ghafla al- 
Ja'fi; abHarith ibn ‘Abdullah al-A'war al-Hamdani; Aba 
“Abdullah al-Jadalt, Abu Yahya Hakim ibn Sa'd al-Hanafl. 

His elite forces included: Abu alRadi ‘Abdullah ibn Yahya 
al-Hadramt; Salim ibn Qays abHilali; and “Ubayda alSalmini 
alMuradi, Arabi. 


The elite from among his friends included: Tamim ibn 
Hadhim al-Naji (who was killed as a martyr with ‘Ali (as, 
Qanbar (a slave freed by ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib (a.s.)); Aba Fakt 
(freed slave by Bani Hashim); and ‘Ubaydullah ibn Abi Rafi’ 
(who was "Ali's (a.s.) secretary).”! 























Rij al Kasbsbt ~ narrating from Aba Jiri: 
ibn Nubata: ‘What is the status of this man {‘Ali] (a.s) among 
you” 





He said: “I do not know what you say; but our swords were 
on our shoulders, whomever he beckoned we would strike by 
sword. ‘Ali (as) would say to us: Swear [your] allegiance! I swear 
by Allah that your allegiance is not for gold and silver rather it is 
for death. In the past a group of people from Bani Isra’il 


1 abdebtnay,p.2, Ibn Nadim, al-Fibrit,p. 223 
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swore allegiance among themselves and none of them departed 
from the world except that he was 2 Prophet to his folk or his 
village or himself and you are like them, except that you are not 
Prophets."* 


483. Rijal al-Kashsbi: “It is narrated from the Commander of the 
Faithful that he told ‘Abdullah ibn Yahya al-Hadrami in the 
battle of Jamal: “Glad tidings to you O son of Yahya, for you and 
your father are indeed among the elite forces. The Messenger of 
God (3.a.w) informed me that you and your father are named 
among the elite forces. God has called you the elite forces (shuriah 
«atkhamii), on the tongue of His Prophet. He also said: “The elite 
forces consist of five or six thousand people.” 


73 
Paying Special Attention to the Armed Forces 


484, Imim ‘Ali (o.) — in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: 
“Inspect the affairs of the soldiers as parents inspect their own 
child. Never let anything through which you have strengthened 
them distress you and do not underestimate the kindness you 
have undertaken for them even if it were small, for it will invite 
them to counsel you sincerely and rust you, Do not leave out 
attending to their minor affairs while depending upon (the 
examination of) the great matters because your small favors will 
also be of benefits to them as the big ones are also such that 
they cannot do without. 

Among the chiefs of your army favor most him who assists 
the soldiers with his aid and bestows upon them what is at his 
disposal to the extent that suffices both them and those 
members of their families left behind, then their worries and 
concern in battle with enemy will be a single concern. Your 
kind inclination towards them will incline theit hearts to you. 
Verily the foremost delight of the eye for rulers is the 
establishment of justice in the land and the manifestation of love 
for the subjects. But surely the subjects love will not appear without 











1. Rij a-Kasbsbt, vo. , 
2. Rijal al Kashi, vo. 





19, Bibar abnmar, vol. 2.150, b. 16 
10, Bidar alrwar, vol. . 181, b. 1 
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the wellbeing of their hearts, and their advice and sincerity 
(toward rulers) will not become right and fee from blemishes 
unless they watch over the rulers, find their governments of 
little burden and cease to hope that their period (of rule) will 
soon come to an end. 

‘Therefore, let their hopes be expanded, persist in praising them 
warmly and taking into account the (good) accomplishments of 
everyone among them who has accomplished, for frequent 
mention of their good deeds will encourage the bold and rouse 
the weak and the indolent, God willing. 

“Then recognize in every man that which he has accomplished, 
attribute not one man’s accomplishment to another and fall not 
short (of rewarding) the fall extent of his accomplishment, The 
eminence of one man should not lead you to regard his small 
deeds as big nor should the low position of a man make you 
consider his big deeds as small." 








9/4 
Care for the Troops’ Morale 


‘A. Encouragement 


488, al Kaft — narrating from Aba Sadiq: “I heard ‘Ali (as) encourage 
people (to war] in three places: Jamal, Siffin, and Nahrawin, 

He would say: “O Servants of God! Be wary of God, cast 
down your eyes, lower your voices, speak little; and prepare 
yourselves for battle, conflict, confrontation, struggle, warfare, 
involvement, tough combat and steadfastness: "...and remember 
God greaily so that you may be felicitous. And obey God and His 
Apostle, and do not dispute, or yon will lose heart and your power 
‘will be gone. And be patient; indeed God will be with the patient.” 














ter Sh, Tebaf aU, 
‘2, abdahad, vo. 


137, Da'd'im abilam, vo. t, p.361. 
145, Wag'atSiffie, p-204, al Mi'yar wa 
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486. Imim ‘Ali (as) ~ in 2 sermon he delivered in the Battle of 
Jamal when the Commander of the Faithful gave the banner to 
his son Muhammad ibn al-Hanafiyya: “Mountains may move 
from their position, but you should not move from yours. Grit 
your teeth, lend your head to God (in fighting for God, give 
yourself to God), fix your feet firmly on the ground, Have your 
eye on the remotest for and close your eyes (to theit numerical 
majority) and be sure that help is only from God the 
Glorified." 


487, Imim ‘Ali (as.) ~ to his followers at the time of battle: “The 
retreat after which return is intended and the withdrawal after 
which attack is in view should not make you unhappy. Give the 
swords their due (to its maximum use). Knock your foes down 
on the ground; prepare yourselves for hurling strong spears and 
striking swords with full force and keep your voices down as it 
wards off defeat. By Him who split the seed (for growing) and 
created living beings, they [the hypocrites] had not accepted 
Islam but they surrendered (by verbally professing it) and had 
hidden their disbelief. Consequently, when they found helpers 
for their disbelief, they disclosed it.”™ 

488, Imim ‘Ali (a) ~ exhorting his followers to fight: “Put the 
armored men forward and keep the unarmored ones behind. 
Grit your teeth because this will make the swords skip off the 
skull. Dodge on the sides of the spears for it changes the 
direction of their blades. Close the eyes because it strengthens 
the spirit and gives peace to the heart. Kill the voices because it 
wards off defeat. Do not let your banner bend down, nor leave 
it alone. Do not give it to anyone except the brave and the 
defenders of honor among you because those who endure the 
befalling of troubles are the ones who surround the banners 
and encircle them from the left, the right the rear and the 
front. They do not separate from them lest they give them over 
(to the enemy). They do not go ahead of them lest they leave 








|. Nich «t-Balaghad, Sermon 


Mangib ‘Ali im Abi Talib, vol. 9.155. 
2. Nabj al Balaghab, Les 


16, Uyan abHikam wa al Mowe i, p. 90,4. 9644, 
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them alone. Everyone should deal with his adversary and also 
help his comrade by his own life and should not leave his 
adversary to his comrade lest both his own adversary and his 
comrade’s join against him (comrade). By God, even if you run 
aay from the sword of today you would not remain safe from 
the sword of the world to come. You are the foremost among 
the Arabs and the great figures. Certainly in running away there 
is the wrath of God, unceasing disgrace and lasting shame. And 
certainly he who runs away does not lengthen his life. Nor does 
anything come to intervene between him and his day (of 
death). He who come forward to God is like a thirsty man 
who approaches the water. 


Paradise lies under the edges of spears. Today the reputations 
will be tested (all that is in mind will be revealed in the wat). By 
God! I am more eager to meet them (in combat) than they are 
for (returning to) their houses! 


‘O God! If they reject truth, disperse their group, divide 
their words and destroy them on account of their sins. They 
will not budge from their positions until the continuous 
striking of spears causes piercing (of wounds) through which 
‘wind may pass, until the hitting of swords cuts through their 
skull, cleaves bones and breaks forearms and legs, until they are 
attacked by contingent after contingent and assaulted by 
detachments which are followed by reserves for support, until 
their cities are continuously assailed by force after force and 
until the horses trample the extreme ends of the lands, the 
tracks of their beast and their meadows.”" 


489. abKafi~ narrating from Malik ibn A'yan: “The Commander of 
the Faithful (a.s) exhorted the people in Siffin and said: "God 
Almighty and Exalted guided you to a transaction that will 
deliver you from painful torments and persuade you to good 
faith in God and the struggle in the path of God. And He has 
set aside as rewards for this the forgiveness of your sins and 











|. Nabj abBalagbab, sermon 124 Also cf. aldnbid, vol. 1, p. 266, Wag'at Sif, p23. 
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pleasant abodes in the Garden of Eden. God the Exalted said: 
“Indeed God loves those soho fight in His way in ranks, as if they 
‘were a compact stracture.”* 

Then put the armored men forward and keep the unarmored 
ones behind. Grit your teeth because this will make the swords 
skip off the skull. Dodge on the sides of the spears for it better 
changes the direction of their blades, Cast down the eyes 
because it strengthens the spirit and gives peace to the heart. 
Kill the voices because it wards off defeat and is better for 
enhancing dignity.”” 

490. mim ‘Ali (a.:)— in the aphorisms attributed to him: 
will practice forbearance in war and veraciously face it except 
three groups: Those who are insightful in religion, those who 
are zealous over sacred and chastity, or those to whom 
degradation is torturous.”” 





B. Slogan 

491. Imim ‘Ali (as): “The Messenger of God (s.2.w.) commanded 
the proclaiming of slogans before (launching) war and he said: 
“Let your slogans include one of the Divine names.”* 

492. Wag'at Siffin — narrating feom Asbaq ibn. Nabata: “‘Ali (as) 
never set out to fight except that he would cry “Kaf Ha, Yé, 
‘Ayn, Sad” 

493. Imim al-$idiq: “Our slogan is "O Muhammad, © Mahamma 
And the slogan of the Muslims in the battle of Badr was: 
Divine Triumph come nigh, come nigh!" 

The slogan of the Muslims in the battle of Uhud was: "O 
Divine Triumph come nigh!” 

The slogan of the battle of Bani Nadir was: “O Holy Spirit! 
Comfort!” 

The slogan of the battle of Bani Qaynaqa’ was: “O Our 
Lord! Never will they overpower You!" 














1. Quran, 6a 
2 abRaft vol. 5, p39, b.& 

3. Sharb Neb abBaléghab, vol. 2, p. 288, 22 

4 Da'eim ata, volt, 9370. 

5. Wag'atSiftn, p. 231, BibirabArwar, vol 52, p. 461, ). 998 & vol. 10, p. 36 B32. 
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The slogan of the battle of Ta'if was: “O Ridwan (O Approv 
The slogan ofthe but of lumayn wan *O Sons of Rbdulc! 

Sons of ‘Abdullah!” 

The slogan of the battle of Ahzab was: “Hé, Mim, they do not 

see” 

‘The slogan of the battle of Bani Qurayza was: “O Salim! Keep 
them safe!” 

The slogan of the battle of Muri’ 

Mustalag was: “Indeed, things return to God! 

‘The slogan of the battle of Hudyabiya was: "May God’s curse be 
on the unjust!” 
‘The slogan of the battle of Khaybar, ic, the battle of al-Qamus! 

‘was "O ‘Ali, forgive them out of dignity” 

‘The slogan on the day of the conquest of Mecca was “We are truly- 
truly the servants of God 
The slogan of the battle of Tabuk was: “O One (abad)! O The 

Absolute, The Eternal (mad) 

‘The slogan of the battle of Bani Malah was: “Cause them co die! 

Cause them to die!” 

‘The slogan of the battle of Siffin was: “O Di 
‘The slogan of Husain (a 
is:"O Muhammad!” 

494, Sharh Nahj abBalaghab ~ narrating from Salim ibn Suwayd from 
Imam ‘Ali (25,) concerning the phrase: “God is the greatest (Allab 
Akbar): “This is an expression for victory.” 

[Star aye) “All Abbr was ‘Al's (04) slogan that he ater 

in battles and then launched his attacks. By God, he would lead 

whoever chased him and those who fought against him to the docks 
(sources) of death.”* 

495, Wag'at Siffin ~ narrating from Tamim: “Whenever he set out on 4 
battle, ‘Ali (2.4) would utter the name of God when mounting. Then 
he would say, “Allabw Akbar, Allabu Akbar! La ilaba ille Allah wa 
Allah Akbar! O God! O Abad! O Samad! O Lord of Mubammad! Jn 
the Name of God the Compasionat tht Mel! Tere is no power and 
no strength save in God, the AllExalted, the AllSupreme. “All praise 
belongs to God. Lord of all the world, the Companionate the Merciful, 
‘Master of the Day of Retribution. You {alone} do we worship, and to You 
{alone} do we turn for help." © God! Keep away from us the harm of 
the oppressors! This was ‘Ali's (as) slogan in the battle of Siffin.”* 











the battle of Bant 





























1. The name of a fortress of the castles of Khaybar 

2 abKaft vol. 5, p. 41, 1, Bibar alAmwdr, vol. 19, p. 163, b. 

3. Sha Nat abel ‘vol. p. 177, Bibar alms, vol 32, p. 
100, p37, b. 38. 

4, Wag‘ Sin, p. 230, Sharh Nabj a Baleghah, vo. 5, p. 17%. 
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496, Wag'at Siffn: The sign of the people of Iraq in [the baile of] 

‘was a white piece of wool cloth worn over their heads and shoulders 

and their slogan was “O God! O Ahad (Onc)! O Samad (O 

Everlasting Refuge)! O Lord of Muhammad! O Compassionate, O 
Merciful!” 

‘And the sign of the people of Shim was 2 piece of yellow cloth 

‘worn over their heads and shoulders and their slogan was: "We are 

the slaves of God indeed, indeed; O Avengers for ‘Uthmin’s blood!" 








C. Inculcation of Victory 

497, alJamal ~ narrating from “Ame ibn Dinar: "The Commander of the 
Faithful said to his son Muhammad: “Hold the banner and move 
con!” ‘Ali (as) was behind him, be then called him: °O Abu al 
Qasim!” 

He replied: "Yes. O Father!" 

He said: “My son! What you see should not frighten you. I carried 
the banner when 1 was smaller than you and the enemy did not 
frighten me for 1 did not confront anyone except that | instilled in 
‘myself that I would kill him, 

So with the help of God inculcate in your mind that you will 
triumph over them; and do not let mistrust in yourself bring you to 
your knees as it is the worst of degradations. 

[Mubammad sad: said: “Q Father! | hope Iwill be the way you 
wish for me to be. God willing!” 











D. Warning against Flecing from the Battleground 

498, Imm ‘Ali (a): “Escape from the battle is among the great sins.”” 
Escape is one of the two degradations."* 

i (a.s.): “Launch successive attacks and feel ashamed of 
‘escaping for it is disgrace among generations to come and a cause 
of fire on the Day of Judgment. Give your lives (t0 God) willingly 
and walk towards death with ease."> 








4 Waa Sif 38, Biren, vl. 3, p27, 3 Sharh Nabj a Balheh, 
vol fp. 15 
al, p388. 
3 Bai bia, op 30a reife wn abt, 79.7, 
6 
44 Ghurar a Hiker, b.163. 
5. Nabjalaldghah, Sermon 6, Tésthb Dimes, vol 2, p. 460 
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$01. Imim ‘Ali (as: “The escapee (from the battle) should know 
that he has infuriated God and has destroyed himself. Veril 
escaping there is hostility towards God, perpetual degradation, 
eternal disgrace and depravity of life. The escapee will not 
prolong his life, nor will there come an interval between him 
and the day he is destined to die, nor will he please God. A 
man’s death in honesty and truthfulness before committing 
such a practice [escape from battle] is better than involving in 
these practices and accepting them.”' 


$02, al-Ka/f— narrating from Malik ibn A'yan: “The Commander of 
the Faithful exhorted the people in the Battle of Siffin saying, 
“May God have mercy on him who helps his brother and 
does not leave the adversary to his comrade lest both his own 
adversary and his comrade's join against him (comrade). This 
way he will be condemned and will come to vileness; and why 
should it not be so when his brother fights with «wo people 
whereas he has given up and left his advessary to his brother 
and while he is fleeing he looks back at the enemy and his 
brother? Everyone who does 50, God will regard him as His 
enemy. Do not expose yourselves to enmity with God for you 
will certainly be moving towards Him. God the Glorified and 
Exalted said: “Flight will not avail you, should you flee from death 
or from being killed, and then you will be lft to enjoy only for a 
Title wile” 


“By God, if you flee from the sword of the world, you will 
not be secure against the swords of the world to come. Take 
recourse in patience and truthfulness, for triumph would verily 
follow patience. Struggle for the sake of God with a struggli 
which is worthy of Him; and there is no power and no steengt 
save in God." 














E. Concealing that which Ruins the Troops’ Morale 

Siffin — narrating from Aba Rawa: “Ziyad ibn al-Nadr 
ithi said to ‘Abdullah ibn Badil ibn Warqi’: “Indeed our 
day and theirs is so hard. No one will endure it except he who 
is brave-hearted, well-intended and steadfast. By God, 1 








1. abKaf vo. 5, p. 4, h. 4, Bibdr abAmwdr, vol 3, p. «72,411. Also cf, abMiiyar 
‘wu al Mewadin,p. 0s. 

2. Qur'in, 3316. 

3 abKaf, vol. 5, p39, h. 4, Wag'at Sif, p. 235, Tarik Tabart, vol. 5, b. 16. Also ef. 
‘Nabj abBaligheh, Sermon 125. 
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do not suppose that today anyone would survive except the 
villainous.” 

Abdullah ibn Badil said: “By God, I think so too.” 

“Ali (as,) said: “Let this word be hidden in your hearts, Do 
hot express it, and nobody should hear of it from you. Verily 
God has destined some group to be killed and some to die; 
everyone will receive his death as it is ordained. So how blessed. 
are those who fight in the path of God and those who are killed 
in obedience to Him.” 


9s 
Deception 

$04, Imim ‘Ali (as): "Whenever I quote a tradition from the 
Messenger of God (s.a.w.), by God that it is dearer to me to fall 
off (such a high place as] heaven than to attribute a lie to him; 
but in respect to mine, then indeed war is a deception.”? > 

505, Imim al-Biqir (a.s.: “Ali (a..) would say: “Being snatched the 
way by the birds is better for me than attributing to the 
Messenger of God (s.a.w.) something that he has not said. I 
heard the Prophet (s..w.) say on the day of [the battle of] 
Khandag: “War is a deception.” And he would say: “Speak in 
any way you wish [when in battle]. 

506, Imim ‘Ali (a) — in the aphorisms attributed to him: “In 
battles trust your tricks more than you trust your strength and 
be more delighted at your vigilance than at your valor, for the 
war is the war of the fearless and the advantage is of the 
vigilant.” 











3. Wag'at Sin, p. 311, Bibar abner, vol. 32, p. 403, b. 360 = 373, Sharb Nab a 
Balagbab, vl. , pis. 

2. It is narrated in Musoad Ahmad ibn Hanbal ia the following way: “When I 
relate something from somcone other than the Prophet (4... { am indeed 
man in battle." (Musead Abad ibn Hembal, vol. 1, p. 172 b 216) 

3 Sabi et Buthart, vol. 6p. 29, b 631, Vl. 3, pe 32, 341, Sabb Masi, 
vol. 2p 76, B. 1086, 

4: Tahdbibal- Abkam, vol. 6, p, 162, b. 298, Qutb ab lend, p. 133,46 

5. Sharh Nabj atBaldgbeb, wl. 20 . 32, b. 398. 








546 Imam Ali and Political Leadership 











Goda ue Sale BH Seagh ol Wo 
herria ibd I ad BSE 
vet athe So ALE AS tpl lowed 27st at dosb wid 

NaN alg Ia ob 
é 508 





NEB Ys 





Weuobs LDS tei dp ppt deat S 





VI Bg ihe cece 





Se gba an Be Beye oe 
ee Sahay PD BP HEI ITF 100 AP AryeaeBr de 


Chapter Nine: Warfare Policies 547 


507, atKafi- natrating ftom ‘Adi ibn Htim: "When the Commander 
of the Faithful confronted Mu‘awiya in Siffin, he raised his 
voice so that his companions could hear him and he said: “By 
God, 1 will kill Mu'swiya and his companions!” Then he 
lowered his voice and said: “If God wills!” 


I was near him and I said to him: “O Commander of the 
Faithful! You have truly sworn to do it and then you said ‘if 
God What did you mean by this?” 


He said: “War is a deception and I am not a liar in the sight 
of the faithful. 1 wanted to incite my followers and encourage 
them not to show weakness and to fight against the enemy, 
Therefore, in future the wisest of them will benefit from this 
word. God willing!”" 


$08, Tafir alQummt ~ in the report about the Battle of Khandag: 
“The Commander of the Faithful passed by while walking 
hastily and ‘Ame [Ibn ‘Abduwud] asked him: “Who ate you.” 

He said: “I am ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib, the cousin of the 
Messenger of God (s.3.w.) and his son-indaw.” 

“Ame said: “By God, your father was an old friend of mine 
and I do not like to kill you. When your cousin sent you to me, 
wasn't he afraid that 1 would snatch you up with my weapon 
and leave you in the air, neither killed nor alive?!” 

The Commander of the Faithful said to him: “My cousin 
knew that if you killed me 1 would enter Heaven and you 
would be in fire; but if | killed you, you would stay in Hellfire 
and I will go to Heaven.” 

“Amr said: ‘O “Ali, both of them ate for you! This is not a 
fair dividing’ 

He said: “Leave it aside now! I heard you say while holding 
‘on to the curtain of the Ka‘ba: “If a person presents to me 
three requests, I will at least answer one of them." And [now] I 
hhave three requests from you, so answer to one of them.” 


“Amr said: “O “Ali, say what they are!” 











































LabKaf, vol. 7, p60, b. 1, Tabdhvb altbham, vol. 6, p. 163, b. 299, Tafir al.Quaemf, 
vol. 3, p. «0. 
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He said: “The first is that you bear witness that there is no 
god but Allah and that Muhammad is His Messenger.” 

“Amr said: “Put this aside and ask the second one!” 

He said: “The second is that you go back and turn this army 
[of yours] away from [confronting] the Mestenger of God 
(aw. If he [the Prophet] is truthful, you will be honored 
through him, and if he is a liar then the Arab robbers and 
rascals do it (kill him) for you.” 

‘Amr said: ‘Would not the women of Quraysh then speak 
about it and the poets mention it in their poems that I was 
cowardice and retreated from a battle and that I betrayed a 
group that chose me as their chief” 

‘The Commander of the Faithful said: “My third (request) is 
that you dismount {your horse} so that I could fight with you, 
4s you are mounted and I am on foot.” 

He then dismounted his horse and hamstrung it and said: 
“This is a trait for which I did not suppose any of the Arabs 
would bargain with me.” Then he started [the battle] and struck 
‘Ali's (as) head with his sword, The Commander of the 
ful held his head behind his shield, but the sword rent the 
shield and hit his head, 

‘Ali (a8) said to him: “O ‘Amr! As an Arab warrior will you 
not be able to fight by yourself and need to ask for assistance 
while I am fighting you alone?” 

‘Amr tuned his face [to look behind him] and the 
Commander of the Faithful delivered a swift blow on his knees 
and cut them off. A huge cloud of dust rose around them and 
the hypocrites said ‘Ali bn Abi Talib was killed. 

Soon the dust settled and they saw the Commander of the 
Faithful who was saying: 


“Lam ‘Ali, son of ‘Abd alMujtalib; 
Death is better forthe knight than running away.” 


Thereupon, the Messenger of God (s.a.w) said: “Did you 
play a trick on him?” 


He replied: “Yes, O Messenger of God! War is a craftiness,”! 














1. Taftr ab Qummt, vo. 2, p. 83, Bibér abAwinar, vol. 20, p. 226 
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96 
Ethics of War 





509, Tarikh al-Tabart - narrating from Jundab al-Azdi: “‘Ali (1.8) 
would command us whenever we were in his company and we 
confronted the enemy: “Do not fight them until they begin; 
because you, by the grace of God, have proof (reason), and 
letting them initiate the fighting will be another proof and 
excuse for you. Whenever you fight with them and defeat them, 
do not kill one who retreats; do not murder the wounded; 
do not slander, nor mutilate the dead. When you reach the 
encampment of the enemy do not plunder nor enter a house 
without permission. Do not seize anything from them except 
what you find in their military base. Do not inflict pain on 
women by persecuting them even if they insulted your honor 
and abuse your officers as they (the women] are weak in power 
and in will.” 


510, Imim ‘Ali (as.) — in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar before 
the battle of Siffin: “Beware of starting the war against this 
group till you meet them and hear their words unless they 
begin it. Their evil should not prompt you to fight before 
inviting them [to guidance] and repeatedly leaving some room 
for their excuses.” 


S11, Imam ‘Ali (as) —in his instructions to his army before confronting 
the enemy in Siffin: “Do not fight them unless they initiate the 
fighting for by the grace of God, you have proof, and let them 
them until they begin fighting will be another proof for you 
against them. If by the will of God, the enemy is defeated then do 
not kill the one who runs away, do not strike a helpless person 
and do not finish off the wounded.” 











1. Tarikh al-Tabart, vol. §, p. 10, abKamil al Tartkh, vol. 2p. 370, abFuti, vol. 3, 
pla 

2, Wag'at Sift, p. 153, Bibar abAmwdr, vol 32 p. 414, . 374 

3. Nahj al Balaghab, Letee 14, Wag'at Siffn,p. 203. 
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B, Prohibition of Calling to Fighting 

$12, Imam ‘Ali (as.) — to his son Imam Hasan (as): “Do not call 
out for fighting, but if you are called to it do respond, because 
the caller to fighting is a rebel and the rebel deserves 
destruction.”’ 


C. Diplomatic Immunity of Envoys 
S13. Imam ‘Ali (as): “If you triumph over a man of the enemy and 
he claimed to be an envoy to you, if his claim is proven and he 
brings something that can substantiate it, then do not harm 
hhim until he delivers his message and returns to his comrade: 


but if you find no proof to his claim, do not accept his 
2 








iving an Ultimatum before a Bat 

S14, alSunan al-Kebri ~ narrating from Bara’ ibn ‘Azil ) 
dispatched me to fight against the Khawarij in Nahrawan and I 
invited them [to guidance] three times before we fought 
them." 





515, Imam ‘Ali (a) ~ from his letter to the people of San‘a and 
Janad who were hostile and deceitful: “When my messenger 
comes to you, disperse and go to your residences so that I may 
grant you amnesty, forgive your ignorance, protect those of you 
who are away, and treat you by the ordinances of the Qur'an. 
However, if you do not do so, be prepared to face a mighty 








| Nahj abtBalighas, Aphocism 233, ‘Upun ablikem wa al Mava'iz, p. $2, b. 967, 
Bihar al Anwar, vol. 3, p. 458, 668. 


2. Da‘a’im abtdam, volt, p-376, 
3.abSunan abKrbri, vol, p. 20%, b. 1679. 
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army with a great number of cavalrymen who will head for 
those who have rebelled and disobeyed and you will be crushed 
as in a mill. Whoever docs wel, itis for his own soxl, and whoever 
does evil it isto its detriment, and your Lord is not tyrannical to the 
servants."* 


E. Supplication before a Battle 

$16, Imim Sadiq (as) ~ when the Commander of the Faithful set 
‘out for a battle, he would recite the following supplication: “O 
God! Verily, You showed one of Your paths, put Your 
satisfaction in it, called Your friends to it and made it the best 
of Your ways for reward, the noblest for returning {to You] and 
the most favorable to You as a conduct. Then [in this path}, 
You purchased of the believers their persons and their wealth, 
that they would gain in return (the Garden) Paradise; they fight 
in His Cause, and slay and are slain; a true promise binding on 
You. 








So, place me among those from whom You have bought his 
soul and he has fulfilled his covenant to You; one of those who 
did not break a pact, nor violate or alter it; rather, he made it 
(his sacrifice) in response to Your loving kindness and as a 
means of approximation to You. 


So make it the seal of my affairs and ordain the end of my 
in this way. Bestow upon me in it a martyrdom which 





among those who are living and provided for by the enemies 
and the rebels [through being martyred by them] under the 
banner of truth and guidance; moving ahead to assist them, not 
turning his back {on fighting], and nor creating doubts, 

© Godt! I seck refuge in You from cowardice at the time of 
terror, from indolence at the time of the champions’ 


1. Qur'an, 4:46 
2 Sharb Nabj at Balagheb, ol.2, p. 
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assault, and from the sins that would ruin my actions. I would 
thus be enfeebled out of doubt, or pass on without certitude, s0 
my attempts would be futile and my actions unaccepted.”' 

S17. Wag'at Siffin ~ narrating from Tamim: “Whenever ‘Ali (a..) set 
out for a battle, he would utter the name of God when 
mounting [his horse] and say: “Thanks be to God for His 
bounties to us and His immense Grace! “/mmaculate is He who 
has disposed this for ws, and we [by ounces} were no match for it 
Indeed wwe shall return to our Lord”* 

‘Then he would face the Ka'be, raise his hands towards 
heaven and say: “O God! The steps were taken toward You, the 
bodies tired out, the hearts inclined to You, the hands raised 

up and the eyes turned keen. “Oxr Lord! Judge justly between ns 
and our people, and you are the best of judges” 

Then he would say: "God is the greatest! God is the greatest! 
There is no god save God! God is the greatest! O God! O Abad 
(One}! © Samad (Everlasting Refuge)! O Lord of Muhammad! 
"In the Name of Allah, the All-Beneficent, the AllMerciful” There is 
no power and no strength save in Allah, the All-Exalted, the 
All-Supreme, AUl praise belongs 1o Allab, Lord ofall the worlds, the 
AlbBeneficent, the AltMerciful, Master of the Day of Retribution, 
You [alone] do we worship, and to You [alone] do we return for 
feip"* © Lord! Repel from us the oppression, of the 
oppressors”. This was his slogan in the battle of Siffin.® 





F, Beginning the Battle in the Afiernoon 


518, Wag'atn Sift: “The Commander of the Faithful (a2) would 
not start fighting except in the afternoon and he would say: “At 
this time the doors of heaven will be open, mercy is accepted 
and victory descends.” 





46, bt, Tahdbsh atsAbeam, vol. 3, p. 21, h. 232, Tafitr abNajash, 
a 


3. Que'in, a9, 

4 Qur'an, 125, 

5 Wa at Sift, 230 231, Bibi Ame, vl 3p. ab 397 & vo. 0, p36 
ef 
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He would also say: “This time [the afternoon] is closer to the 
cvening, helps reduce murder, helps the warriors so disengage 
“[from] chasing the enemy] and the defeated to be saved.”" 


G. Helping the Feeble 

519. Imam ‘Ali (a. ~ to his companions om the battlefield in Siffin: 
“Whoever among you feels spiritedness of heart during the 
battle and finds any of his comrades feeling disheartened, he 
should defend him just as he would do for himself because of 
the superiority in courage he enjoys over him, If God wills, He 
will make the former also like him.”* 

$20, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Whenever in a war, you find any of your 
brothers wounded, or someone afflicted with an injury, or 
someone who has been targeted by the enemy, strengthen him 
by your spirit [giving him courage].”” 





H. Good Conduct towards the Remaining Enemy Troops. 


521. Tarik al-Ya'gabt — narrating from Isma'il ibn ‘Ali: "The first 
person who taught how to fight with the people of gible was 
‘Ali ibn Abt Talib (a). He would not kill the captives, would 
not chase after the defeated and would not finish off the 
wounded.”* 


522, al'Igd abParid ~ narrating from Abt al-Hasan ~ in the reports 
concerning the events of the battle of Siffin: “Ali's (a) herald 
would come out every day and call out: “O People! Do not 
finish off the wounded; do not chase after those who have 
turned their back to the battlefield; do not rob the killed; and 
those who have laid down their weapons should remain 
secure: 

















I. abKafh, vol. 5.24.5, al abSherd, ps0, p70 

2. Naky ab-Balaghab, Sermon 12, ab:lhtd, vol. |, p28, alam 

3: and, p 617, 8.10 Tuba aU, p or, Biber abrwar,w 
arith al Ya'gab, vol. 2 p38, 

ald alFarid, vol. 3, p. 335 Iie “Ali (as) also observed the same position 

toward the enemies in other bates, cf, Wag'at Site, p. 28, abK4f vol, p. 33, 
1, 3, ahManadnad ‘ald abSabshayn, vol. 2, p. 168, b. 261. He had inspired thit 

way of conduct towards the enemy from the sint of the Prophet (sw) al 

vol. §,p.12,h.2, Tahdbtb el Abam, vol 6, p.15,b. 2%, Ibid, p16, b.26. 





a 
1, p24. & 
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$23, abKifi ~ narrating from “Abdullah ibn Sharik from his father: 
“When the people were defeated in the battle of Jamal, the 
Commander of the Faithful said: “Do not chase after those 
who have turned their back to the battlefield and do not finish 
off the wounded. The one who shuts the door of his house is 
secure.” 

When the battle of Siffin took place, he killed the warriors 
as well as those who had turned their back on the battlefield 
and allowed concerning the wounded. Aban ibn Taghlib said to 
“Abdullah ibn Shartk: "These two treatments are different.” 

He ['AliJ (as) said: “In the battle of Jamal, [their 
commanders} Talha and Zubair were killed but [in Siffin) 
Mu'awiya is still standing and commanding (they could be 
remobilized and return to war again).”" 

524, alSunan alKubrd ~ narrating from Abi Fakhita: “A captive was 
brought to ‘Ali (a.s) in the battle of Siftin. He [the captive] 
said: "Do not torture me to death.” 

“Ali (a.s) said: “I will not torture you to death, Indeed, I fear 
God the Lord of the worlds.” He let him go and then said to 
him: “Is there any good in you to swear allegiance?” 

$28, AlMuannif ~ narrating from Yazid ibn Bilal: “I was in the 
company of ‘Ali (a.s) in Siffin and when a captive was brought 
to him, he would say: “I will not torture you to death, Indeed, I 
fear God the Lord of the worlds."He would take his weapon 
and swear him not to fight against him [any longer]; and he 
would grant him four dirhams.”” 

$26. AlMuannif ~ narrating from Aba Ja'far: “In the battle of 
Siffin, whenever a captive was brought to ‘Ali (a), he would 
{ake his mount and. weapon and make him promise not to 
feturn. Then he would free him."* 

















1, abi vo. 8, p. 33, , Ril ab-Kasbiht, vol. 2, p. 482, b. 392, Bibar al Anwar, vol. 
2p. M6, b. 657 

2 alSunan abKubri, vol. 8, p. 318, 16754, Kanz al‘Ummal, vol. 1, p. 248, h. 31706, 

3 abMusannif fi abAbadtchatsAtbir, v0. 8p. 725, 9.25, Kang al-Ummal, volt, p. 
MS, B. 31703, 

4. abMugannif ft atdtbédub abAtbar, vol. x, p. 724, 2%, Kane al-Ummal, vol 11, p- 
MS, b. 31702, 
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Chapter Nine: Warfare Policies 363 





527, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — to the army before confronting the enemy at 
Siffin: “Do not mutilate the dead; when you reach the 
encampment of the enemy do not plunder nor enter a house 
without permission}. Do not seize anything from them except 
what you find in their military base. Do not inflict pain on 
‘women by persecuting them even though they may insult your 
honor and abuse your officers, because they are weak in 
potencies, mind, and intelligence. We have been ordered to 
restrain (our hands) from them even though they may be 
unbelievers, for if a man offends a woman he will be rebuked 
along with his descendants after him.”' 

528, Tarikh al-Tabart - in the report on the battle of Jamal: “Ahnaf 
ibn Qays and the children of Sa‘d rushed towards ‘Ali (4s.), 
while dissuading Hargos ibn Zahir, as they did not approve of 
fighting with ‘Ali bn Abi Tilib (as), 

Then he [Harqas] said: “O ‘Ali! Our people in Bagra 
presume that if you triumph over them tomorrow, you will kill 
their men and take their women captive!” 

He said: “There should be no fear from someone like me. 
Will it be permissible in regard to anyone except he who turns 
back [from the religion of God] ie. an apostate and disbelieves? 
Have you not heard the words of God Almighty saying: “And 
Lyou are] nota taskmaster over them, except he who turns back and 
disbelieves.”*? 

529, atKamil fr alTarikk: “There were forty wounded among the 
Kharijites and ‘Ali (a.s) then ordered them to be taken inside 
Kafa and be treated until they recovered.”* 




















ab, vol. 5, p39, b. 4, War'a Sif, p. 208, Nabj a Balagheh, ewer 14 Bibtr 
ahmed, vl. 32, p63, 488. 

2. Qur'in, 223. 

3, Taith ab Tabar, vo. 4, p96, ab Kamil fa Trib vl. 2, p. 334, 

‘4 al Kamil fab Tank, vo. 2, p24, Aradb al dsb, vol. 3, p28 
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Chapter Ten 
State Policies 


10/1 
‘Causes of Continuance of Governments 


101-1 


Establishing Justice 
$30, Imam ‘Ali (a,) ~ when asked which of the two is better, justice 
or generosity: “Justice puts things in their places while 
generosity takes them out from their directions, Justice is the 
general guideline (that applies to the whole community and is 
essential for the survival of the society) while generosity is an 
exceptional case; consequently, justice is superior and more 
distinguished of the two."" 


$31, Imim ‘Ali (a. “He who acts with justice, God will safeguard 
his kingdom.” 


532, Imim ‘Ali (a.s.): “Observe justice and you will rule.”* 
533. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.} “Do justice to [be able to] govern.”* 
‘534. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Nothing has safeguarded states like justice.”* 











1. Nah) ab Balaghab, Aphorism 437, Rawat al. Wa'ién, p. 511. 
2. GhuneraLtikam, 
3. Ghurar at Htikam, b. 25%, Uyin ab Hikam wa al Mavea iz, p.¥2, b. 1981, 
4, Ghurar at Hikam, b. 2223, Usitn ab Hikam wa alMazod i, p. 78, . 1886, 
5. Ghurar at Hikem, b. 9504, Uynm abflikem wa abMased‘p,p. £76, 4.912. 
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Chapter Ten: State Policies 367 





535, Imim ‘Ali (as): "Nothing safeguards states like practicing 
justice in them.”' 


536. Imam ‘Ali ( 


537, Imim ‘Ali (as): “Do justice so that your authority may 
continue. 





.): “A just government is one of the necessities.”” 


538, Imim ‘Ali (as.): “The stability of sovereignty is [dependent 
upon) justice.” 

$39. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Obedience is a shield for the subjects and 
justice is a shield for the governments." 

$40, Imim ‘Ali (a): “The stability of governments is [dependent 
upon] setting up just traditions.” 


S41, Imim ‘Ali (as): “In justice lies the emulation of Divine 
traditions and [grounds for] stability of the Governments.”” 





542, Imim ‘Ali (a): “He who does justice will be in no need of 
companions.”* 


$43, Imim ‘Ali (as): “Justice is [the source of] stability for the 
ruled."” 


‘544, Imm ‘Ali (a.s): “Justice is [the source of] stability for people 
$48, Ienim ‘Ali (as): “The advantage of justice is its organizing of 


0 








546, Imim ‘Ali (as): “Justice is the system of ruling.” 








1. Ghurar 24, ‘Up ab Hikem alte, p. 408, 08 

2 Gh atdtihns ht Upee ation oe eee pe en 

3. GhurarabHitam,b. 288, ‘Opin abHikam wa abd, p13, 2. (98. 

4 adel al Alia, p. 4 

5. Ghurar ab ita, bi 

Gurr atlikem, 8-475, ‘Upin ab ikem wa abMawe i, p. 217,826, 

1. Ghurarabiham,b 696, Up ab Hikam wa ak Maret, p38, h 

8 GhuoarabHitam, » eth, ‘Gyin ab ikam wa abMawd p. 4s, 18, al Sint 
slMrstagim, volt, p. 22. 

9%. Ghar aha, 7, Una iam we a Mew, p 3, id 9, 

om. 

10, Ghurara-Hikam,b 906. 

1, Ghurar ab ikam,b 419 

12, Ghurer at ikem, b. 778, Up abba ws al Mate 9.2, 92. 
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Chapter Ten: State Policies 569 





547, Imam ‘Ali (a): “God the Glorified made justice the stability of 
the subjects, purity from tyranny and sins, and the cause of 
easy execution of [the rules of] Islam."" 

548. Imim ‘Ali (2: “When the subjects fulfill the rights of the 
ruler and the ruler fulfils their rights, then the right will attain 
the position of honor among them, the ways of religion 
become established, signs of justice become fixed and the sunna 
will be practiced. In the light of this, time [life] will improve, 
the continuity of government will be expected and the coveted 
objects of the enemies will be frustrated.”* 





549. Imm “Ali (a.s.): “Justice is the strongest foundation.” 


‘550. Imm ‘Ali (a.s.): “The world is like a garden whose wayfarer is 
the sharia (religious law); the shari'a is a king whose obedience 
is obligatory; obedience is a way by which the ruler will las; the 
ruler is a shepherd whom the troops help; the troops are 
assistants who are dependent on wealth; the wealth is [a means 
of] sustenance that the people gather; people are masses who are 
made obedient and submissive by justice; and justice is a 
foundation on which the world is based." 


$51. Imim ‘Ali 
552. Imim ‘Ali (a.s.): “Justice is the only sufficient policy.”* 

553. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Politics can be measured by Justice only.”” 
554, Imim ‘Ali (a. 





..): “Justice is the best of two policies."* 


“The best of politics is [doing] justice.”* 








1. Ghurarat-Likam,b. 479, ‘Upun ab Hiker al Merwe, p. 22, 
2. Nabj ab Balagha Sermon 26 Also ef, aba ols, p38, b $50. 

1. Ghurer ab litem, 26. 

4. Bihar at Anwar, vol. 78, 9.8, 8.87 

5. Ghurerabttitam, 1686 

{6 Gra a Hikam, b. 703, ‘Upam a ibam wal Mare. 36, 4597. 
1. Ghorer atta, 9718, Usin al Hikam wa al Mawes p88, b. B96. 
1, Ghunarat-Hikam, 5 988, ‘Uy a kam wa ab Mate, p. 29%, 4805 
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Chapter Ten: State Policies S71 





585. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “No mastery is like justice in politics.” 
556, Imim ‘Ali (as): “The beauty of politics is [doing] justice in 
ruling and forgiveness at the time of (enjoying] power.”” 





557. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “The subjects are not reformed except through 
justice, ro 

‘558, Imim ‘Ali (a.s.): “Make religion your sanctuary and justice your 
sword so as to be safeguarded from any evil and gain victory 
‘over every enemy.” 

$89, Imim ‘Al “If the government is based on justice and 
supported by wisdom, God will make His friends victorious 
and vilify His enemies.”> 

560, Imim "Ali (as): “The hearts of the ruled are treasures of the 
rulers. Whatever justice or injustice he stores in them, he will 
find [the same}.”* 

561, [mim ‘Ali (as.) 
justice.” 

$62, Imim ‘AN (as): “Justice of the king is better than the 
abundance and ferilty of the times and life 

563, Imim ‘Ali (as): “In the shadow of justice, bounties multipl 


564, Imim ‘Ali (a. 











“Cities will not flourish except through 








“He who does justice will gain power.”"” 





1, Ghurar al: Hikam, b. 1089S, ‘Uy ath wa al: Maved ip 44 1015 
2 Gherar ab tba, b 792, “Urinal Hikam we at Mawa i 22,436, 

3. Gherar a ham, b, (342 & 4218, Use aEikam ma a Mae ip 303, $396, 
4. Chunar abHikam, b. 283, ‘yin alta wa abMaraei,p. 7. 1853 

5. Ghuraral:-Hiham, hs, ‘Uvin ab Bikar wa abMated i, p. (32,297 

6. Ghurar ab ikem, b. 6525, Un abllikam wa abMawd ip, p. 3%, b. 243. 

17. Chunar abtikam, 9583, "Opin alffiham wa ab Mae, p38 . 286, 

8, Maalib ab Sw’, p. 8. 

9, Chunar a-Hikam, 221), Cin a iba wa ab Mare ip 188 3858. 

10. Ghurar al ikem, b. 711, ‘Upto abttikam sex al Maced, p28, b. 7283, 
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Chapter Ten: State Policies 573 





565. Imam ‘Ali (as): “He who brings justice to cities, God will 
bestow His mercy upon him.” 

566. Imim ‘Ali (as) — among the aphorisms attributed to him: 
“Those who treat the subordinate justly, will be treated justly by 
the superior.”? 

567. Imam ‘Ali (as. “No reward is greater with God than the 
reward for a just ruler and a benevolent person.”* 

568, Imim ‘Ali (as): “There are two things whose reward cannot be 
measured: forgiveness and justice. 

569. Imam ‘Ali (as): “The policy of justice lies in three: leniency 
along with prudence, full enforcement of justice and generosity 
along with moderation."* 

570, Imim ‘Ali (as): “In establishing justice, seck assistance from 


having goodwill towards people, little expectation and plenty 
of piety."* 








‘See Chapter Six, 6/1 (Establishing Justice). 
10-2 
Good Management 
571. Imim ‘Ali (a.s.): “Ruling is nothing but policies.”” 


572, Imim ‘Ali (as): "He whose administration is good, his 
supremacy will last."* 





573, Imam ‘Ali (a. "Good politics immortalizes supremacy. 





1, Ghurarat-Hikam, b. 163 ‘Upon a: Hikame wa al Madi, p40, b. 8361. 
2. Sharh Nabj akBelaghak: 20/309/53. 

1, Ghurarab-Hitam, b 506, ‘Up a iba wa asa it, p10, 76 
44, Gurarablikam, b 5108, ‘Una Hikam wa ai Mad it, p. 27, b. 298 
5. Ghunar ab iam, b. 5892, ‘Usin al Hikem wa afMered, 9.22, 541 
6 Gharar abHikam, b. 08, ‘Un abHikam wa ai Mawa's, p77, 160. 
1. GhurerabHitam, bh. 17, al kare wa al Mase, p18, 48 

4 GhurerabBfitam, 438, Nezm Dever al Simtayn, . 160. 

9. Ghurar at Hikam, b 4820, “Usin alttikem wa al Mare i, p. 229, 40% 
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$74, Imam ‘Ali (a): “Good politics is [the source of] steadfastness 
of the subjects.”” 


575. Imim ‘Ali (as): “He who follows good politics, obedience to 
him will be made incumbent. 





576, Imam ‘Ali (a..): “Through good politics there will be righteous 
manners.” 


10/1-3 


Good Behavior 

S77. mien ‘Ali (as): “Good behavior is the beauty of power and a 
haven for governing.” 

578, Imim ‘Ali (as): “He whose good behavior increases, people 
agree on his superiority. 


579. Imim ‘Ali (as.): “He who treats people nicely will be treated 
ikewise.”* 





10-4 


Vigilance in Taking Care of Aff 

580, Imim ‘Ali (4.): "Vigilance in taking care ofthe affairs is a sign 
of [the permanency of] sovereignty.” 

‘581, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “It is sagacious to be vigilant in securing the 
rights of the subjects and to feign negligence of their offences 
against yo 

‘82. Imim ‘Ali (as): "Lack of heedlessness leads to the [permanency 
of the} states. 











1. Ghurar al Htikam,b. a8, ‘Upan abikam wal Meree i, p. 27, 40%. 
2 Ghararabtitam,b. 82s, "Un alia wa al Mews, p43, b. 20 
3. aba, vo. 1, p28, b. 38 
18 Ghurar abtlikam, be 887 

{He7, ‘Up a ika wa ab Masi, p45, 2218 
im, bs #16, ‘Upen ab ikem ane ab Meee, 9. 40, b 7633. 
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10/2 
Causes of the Decline of States 


1072-1 


Tyranny 
Imam ‘Ali (as): “The worst ruler is he who oppresses his 
subjects."" 


584, Imam ‘Ali (: 
his adversaries.”” 


585. Imam ‘Ali (a. 
‘586. Imim ‘Ali (a.s.}: “Injustice devastates the cities."* 


587, Imim ‘Ali (a.): “He who treats his subjects unjustly, God 
would destroy his sovereignty and expedite his overthrow and 
destruction." 


588, Imam ‘Ali (as.) in his instructions to Malik alAshtar: “Make 
sure that you, the members of your family and those whom you 
favor from amongst your subjects observe justice at regard 10 
Allah and the people. For indeed if you do not do so, you have 
wronged. And as for he who wrongs the servants of God, God 
is his adversary instead of His servants. God renders null and 
void the argument of whosoever contends with Him, Such a 
person will be God's enemy until he desists or repents. Nothing 
is more conducive to the removal of God's blessing and the 
hastening of His vengeance than to continue in wrongdoing, 
for God listens to the call of the oppressed and He is always on 
the watch against the wrongdoers."* 








“He who does injustice to his subjects assists 





“Injustice ruins the subjects."” 














1. Ghurar abbtihan, b. 5017, Upin abHikam wa al Mave, 298, h. 5288 

2 Chunar at-Hham, b. 1818, ‘Up abLlikam wa al Mave ip, p29, b. 7299 

13 Ghurar al-ikam, $0, "Upon al ikem wa tl Mates ig, p22 99. 

4, Ghurar altikam, bo 10, “Uynnal ikem 20 al Mare ig, p43, 8. 1087, 

5. Chunar al Hikam, b, 970. 

6, Nabj al-Balaghah, Letce $3, Tebaf al-Ugat: 127. Also cf, De'é'm abiam, vol. 
Pass, 
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589. 


590, 


591. 


592, 


593, 
594, 


598, 


596. 


Imim ‘Ali (as.) — to Ziyad ibn Abih: “Act on justice and keep 
aloof from violence and injustice because violence will lead 
them to forsake their abodes while injustice will prompt them 
to take up arms.” 

Imam ‘Ali (as): “Any king to whom God bestows power and 
blessing and he employs them in order to oppress people, it is 
incumbent on God to take them back from him. Do you not 
see the words of God: “Indeed God does not change a people's lot, 
nes they change what is in their souls”? 

Imam ‘Ali (as.): “In continuous wrongdoings lies destruction of 
pester 

Imim ‘Ali (2s): "He who wrongs in his rule, his state will 
decline."* 


Invi “Ali (a. 





}: “Wrongdoing is the worst of policies.”* 





Imim ‘Ali (as.): “He who wrongs in his statecraft, people will 
wish for his ruining."” 


Imim ‘Ali (as. “The oppression of an oppressor would lead to 
his destruction."* 


J: “He who oppresses will be destroyed by his 











“Injustice is one of the two destroyers."!” 





|. Nabj abBalaghah, Aphorisen 476. Also cf, Rawdat ab:Watigin, p. SU 
2. Qur'an, Wit 
3. Id al-Qulab, p68. 


4. Ghurar at-Hikam, b. 6512, 'Uyiin al-Hikam wn alMavwd'iz, p. 355, b. 6024, 
5. Ghurar a Hikam, bs. 

6 Ghurer alitam,b. 80, ‘pin abttbam sa al Mate 93h 370. 
1. Gharer aia, b 842, ‘Uy ab ikem wa ab Mare 9%, b. 1, 
A al Mad ial‘ Adadiny, p32 

9. Ghar akibum,b. 19, "Uy alia wal Maw i p42 bt. 
10. Ghrarabtikam,b. 5. 
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598, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.}: “Oppression causes the steps to stumble, brings 
about an end to blessings and destroys nations.”" 


599. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Tyranny ruins power.”” 


600. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “He who does not secure the rights of an 
oppressed from the oppressor, God will dispossess his power.” 


102-2 


Unlawful Bloodshed 


601. Imim ‘Ali (as) ~ in his instructions to Malik alAshtar: 
“Beware of blood and spilling it unlawfully, for nothing is 
more deserving of vengeance, greater in its consequence or 
more likely to (bring about) a cessation of blessing and the 
cutting off of (one’s appointed) term than shedding blood 
unjustly. God, the Glorified, on the Day of Resurrection will 
begin judgment among His servants over the blood they have 
shed. 


So never strengthen your rule by shedding unlawful blood, 
for that is among the factors which weaken and enfecble it, nay, 
and rather overthrow and transfer it. You have no excuse before 
God and before me for deliberate killing, for in that there is 
bodily [talion} retaliation. If you are stricken by error and your 
whip, your sword or your hand should exceed their bounds in 
punishment ~ harmed anyone by mistake — never let the 
arrogance of your authority prevent you from paying the 
relatives of the killed their rightfully due."* 


602, Imim ‘Ali (a): “The survivors of the sword’ are larger in 
number and more in descendants.”* 

















265, ‘Upto ikaw wa al Maseai, p51, 119. 

3. Ghunaral-Hitam, h 966, ‘Usa al Hikam wa al Maze ig, p. 2%, b. 7261, 

4 Nahj at Balaghoh, Letter 53, Tahafal'Ugil,p. 46. 

‘5 God will not Ict their blood be wasted and will increase the number of those who 
remain after them. 

6. Nabj alBalagheh, Aphorism 3, ‘User allfikam wa al Mawa'i, p. 196, . a0, 
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1072-3 
Mismanagement 

603. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “Mismanagement causes destruction.”" 

604, Imam ‘Ali (2.6): “He who mismanages will hasten his destruction.”* 


605, Imam ‘Ali (2): “There are four reasons [for the state] to fall 
off: mismanagement; the evil of extravagance; (ailing 10 take 
lessons; resorting to too many apologies and excuses.” 

606, Imim ‘Ali (2.5): “He who fails in politics will be belittled in 
leadership." 

607. Imam ‘Ali (as. “Political feebleness is the blight of the leaders."* 

608, Imim ‘Ali (a): “He whose management falls behind [the 
community] his destruction comes forward.”* 

609. Imam ‘Ali (as): “He who mismanages, his destruction will lie 
in his mismanagement.” 

610. Imim ‘Ali (a..) ~ from an aphorism attributed to him: “When 
the rule of a group is expired, they become frustrated in their 
opinions. 








102-4 


Arrogance 
G11. Imim ‘Ali (as) — from an aphorism attributed to him: 
“Arrogance and possessiveness arouses envy, envy brings about 
enmity, enmity causes disunity, disunity causes separation, 








1. Ghurar abikam,b. 357, ‘Upinabfikem wal Meet, p. 28, S008, 
2. Ghurar al-ttikam,b. 7906, 
23 Ghnrarabllikam, be 10958, Use a Hiker we al Mowe, p.55,b. 101%, 
‘4. Ghuraratikam, b. 8536, ‘Uy ab-Hikam wa ab Maw ig, p. 40, b. 901. 
'. Gherarablikams, b. 393, Opi ab-Hikame wa al Madi, p. 10, b 370. 
6. GhurarablHikam, b. 043 & 834, Uy abHikam ma abMeted i, p. 492, 781. 
1. Ghararal-tlhare, b.5168, "Up abllikem wa abMevwd, p. 438, b. 702. 
. Sharh Nich at Balaghab, vol. 2, p. 30, b. 65 
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separation causes feebleness, feebleness causes degradation, which 
[in turn] ruins the governments and destroys bounties.”' 


612, mim ‘Ali (2.8) ~ in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “Then 
surely the ruler has favorites and intimates among whom there 
is a certain arrogance, transgression and lack of equity in 
transactions. Remove the causes of these (qualities) by cutting 
off their roots. Bestow no fiefs upon any of your entourage or 
relatives, nor let them covet from you the acquisition of an 
estate which would bring loss to the people bordering it in 
(terms of) water supply of a common undertaking, the burden 
of which would be imposed upon them. Its benefit would be 
for those (who acquired the fiefs) and not for you and its 
disgrace would be upon you in this world and the next. 


Impose the right (elfagg) upon whomsoever it is due, 
whether he be related to you or not. Be patient in this and look 
to your (ultimate) account; however this may affect your 
relatives and favorites. Look for the ultimate end in that (ie, 
imposing the tight) which weighs heavily against you, for its 
oittcome will be praiseworthy” 


613, Imim ‘Ali (as) — in his instructions to Malik abAshtar: 

“Beware of arrogating for yourself that in which men are equal, 
igence in that which is of concern after it has 
become manifest to the eyes (of men), for these things will be 
held against you for (the benefit of) others; and (beware of 
negligence) of the fact that little remains until the coverings of 
affairs are lifted from you and justice is demanded from you 
for the wrong.” 











614, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.) — regarding ‘Uthman: “I am putting before you 
his case. He ruled with arrogation and did it badly. You 
protested against it and committed excess therein. With God 
lies the real verdict upon the arrogant and the impatient."* 





1 bid, vo. 20 p34, 9 

2 NabjabBalaghab, ewer 9, Tebaf a: Ups, pe, 

3 Natalie, Lee 3, Tae a Url 19, Up ahem me en's 
b. 296, 

4 NabjaBlighab Seep. 
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102-5 


Violation of the Principles 
615, Imam ‘Ali (as.): “There are four reasons for states to decline: 
violating the principles, holding onto the secondary things, 
siving priority to the villainous and putting aside the elite.” 
616, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “The coming to power of the villainous and 
the parvenu is an indication of its (the states} dissolution and 
decline.”* 











617. Inmvim ‘Ali (a.s.): “The decline of states lies in the employment 
of the basest of men.”> 


10/3 


Recommendations Concerning Socio-Political Relations 
103-1 


Comparing others with Oneself 

618, Imim ‘Ali (a.s.) ~ in his will to his son Hasan (a.s.): “What wise 
words are more comprehensive than (sayingl: you should aspire 
for others what you aspire for yourself and to dislike for others 
what you dislike for yourself* 

619, Imim ‘Ali (as,): “It is the duty of the ruler to choose for his 
subjects what he chooses for himself.” 

620, Imim ‘Ali (a) - in his letter to Muhammad ibn Abi Bake: 
“Long for your subjects whatever you long for yourself and 





1, Ghurar al Hikem,b, 10856, Up a lTikem wa ab-Mate ip $80, (017 
2 Ghurar al ikam, b. 452, "Usama Hike wa alcMawe i . 202, 6095, 
3. Ghuner at kane, by. 406, "Usin al Hikame ma al: Mawd', p. 275, 98 
4 Tuba al’ Ug, 9.2, Bib abner, vol. 7, p- 28, 

5. Ghurarabllshem, b 9935, ‘Opin al kame wa al Mari, p $6, bi 82 








588 Imam Ali and Political Leadership. 











i ¢,Si rage play! .625 


BV ge gg hl Jee pla AL fia Se hp Be 26 go all OYA 
ap bg bil loeV BA pegs VeiUst 

By GIN ADU GG 

El hy 191A ge Rally pS ge SIDE BNI ge Nadi Vie A 
Ferries nas 

go Bally SL pa D706 ply 

S939 20g tbo EMer 








Chapter Ten: State Policies 589 





your houschold, and dislike for them whatever you dislike for 
yourself and your household.” 

621, Imam ‘Ali (a) ~ in his instructions to his son Hasan (as): 
“Make yourself a scale between you and others. You should 
aspire for others what you aspire for yourself and dislike for 
others what you dislike for yourself. Do not oppress, as you 
would not like to be oppressed. Do good to others as you 
would like good to be done to you. Consider as ignoble for 
yourself that which you consider as ignoble for others. Be 
pleased with what others do, that which you would like others 
to be pleased with.” 

622, Imam ‘Ali (a.) ~ from his instructions to his son Muhammad 
ibn al-Hanafiya: “My son! Do good to all people as you like 
food fo be done to you and long for others what you would 
jong for yourself. Consider as ignoble for yourself that which 
you consider as ignoble for others. Be amiable to all people so 
that when you are away they would be looking forward to your 
return and when you die they would weep for you and say: 
“Indeed swe belong 0 God, and to Him do we indeed return.” Do 
not be like those about whom when they die, people would say: 
“All praise belongs to God, Lord of all the worlds.” 

623, Imim ‘Ali (a): “The most equitable treatment of people is that 
you deal with people as you like to be dealt with,’ 

624, Imam ‘Ali (as.) — From an aphorism attributed to him: “Treat 
people, in any manner you wish, they would treat you the 
same’ 

















103-2 


Self-Esteem 


im “Ali (2.8): “Honor yourself [by avoiding] every ignoble 
thing even though it may take you to your aspirations, 





625, 


1. alAmali by abMubid, p. 269, b. 3, Tebaf aU, p. 180, abmali by ak-Tasi, p.30, 
31, al Gharat, vol. 1, p. 26% 

2. Nahj al alaghah, Lever 31, Kesbf al Mabai, p. 20. 

3. Man Id yabdurabu abFeqib, vol. 4, p. 387, b. S834, ‘yin al-Lfikam wa abMares'it, 
D.mh. 1914, 

4. Ghurar atikam, b. 10, ‘Upin al Hike wea al Mawd i, p. 116, b. 2580, 

5. Shark Nabj alBalagheb, vol. 20, p. 39, b. 5% 
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because you will not get any return for the respect, which you 
have spent."" 

626, Imam ‘Ali (a): “Keeping away from the low things would 
debase the enemy.”* 

627, mim ‘Ali (a.s.): “Do not act in a way that ruins your prestige.”” 

628, Imim ‘Ali (a): “Let it be death, rather than lowering oneself 
with disgrace!” 


629, Imim ‘Ali (a.s.): “O People! Certainly death is more preferable 
than to be disgraced; and to be whipped is mote preferable 
than to be humiliated and vilified.”* 


630, Imm ‘Ali (a): “Let it be death but not humiliation, Let it be 
little but not disgrace!” 


Imm ‘Ali (a.): “Let there be lack but not encounter with 





103-3 


from Enmity 

632, Imim ‘Ali (as.): “Refrain from having malice in the hearts, 
hatred in the chests, turning away (from each other's help) and 
withholding assistance from one another.’ 

633. Imien ‘Ali (a): “Interact with people in a manner that if you 
were to die they would cry for you, and if you were to live they 
would yearn for you 











1. Nahj abBalaghab, Letter 31, Ghurar al Btikem, b. 2628, “Upin alikem wa al: 
Mawd i, p. $5, b. 2036. 

2. Ghurar al Hikam, b. 97%, "Usiin al Likam wa al Maret, p. 488, WS. 

3. Gharar atHikam, 1231, ‘Uy al Hikam wa al Mates, p51, b, 99S 

4. Ghurar abdlikam, b. 36, Uyin ab ikaw we al Mewd ip, p.33,b. 62. 

5. aKa, vol. 8.21, b 4, Tabafal'Ugal. p. 207. 

6, Ghurar at-Hham, b. 30 & 42, Nabj al- Balaghab, Apborism 396, ‘Uy al Hikam 
wa al Mareig, p33, 60. 

7. Ghurar abttikam, b- 980, Uy al ikaw ma al Maredi,p. 488, b. 9064, 

8 Nahj abBalighab, Seemon 192, Ghurer alHikam, by 4844, ‘Urpin al Hiham sen al: 
‘Maze iz, p. 20, h. a0, 

9. Nabj alBalaghah, Aphorism to, Ghurer al-Hikam, b $70 
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634, Imam ‘Ali (25.): “The peak of ignorance is enmity with people.” 
635, Imim “Ali (as: “It is among unseemly choices to seek dominance 
over one’s peers and to incur enmity towards people.” 


(636, Imm ‘Ali (a5): “He who fights against people will be fought against.” 
637. Imim ‘Ali (2.5. “Sociability prolongs friendship.”* 









638, {mim ‘Ali (2..}: “Through having good relationship, friendship is 
prolonged.” 

639, Imien ‘Ali {a3} “Deceptions are the roots of the transformations of 
the states. 


640. Imim ‘Ali (a8): “Even one enemy is (oo many.”” 


5): "My childeen? Beware of hostility to peopl 
they are either of the two groups: the wise who would play 
you; of the ignorant who would quickly retaliate. Statement is 

1¢ while response is feminine, so whenever the masculine and 
inine become one, then there must be a result.” 


He then recited the following poem: 
"The bonorable is be to avoids responding: 

And he who is tolerant towards people will achieve bis goal 
He eho bas respect for people will be repected by them t00; 
And be who bumiliates people, will receive no respect. 








103-4 


Loyalty in Agreements 
642. Imim ‘Ali (a5) “O People! Surely loyalty in agreements is the 
soulmate and rin of truth. [ do not know + better shield more 
protective (against the assaults of sin) than it. One who knows how 
the Resurrection Day it 





1. Ghurar al Hikem, b. 247, Up a LFham wa aban i, p68 a8 
2 Ghunarabtitam: b. 983 & 825, "Uy al iba wa al Moai, 0, b. 855, 
3. Ghirar at Liban, b. 913, ‘Unie ab liken weal Mared i, p27, b 7282 

4 Ghurar aban, by. 3615, Usa al Hikam wa al Mand . 22, b. 90, 

S. Ghunarabttitam, b. 4208, Uyin al Hikam wo al Mawd . 187, b. 3820, 

{6 Ghuanral-Hikem, b. 1230, ‘Gyan al iba sa at Mare ig, p27, 290. 

1. Gbnrar abLlham, b. 1189, ‘Use al Hikem ea Marea. p45, by 107. 

ab Khisdh,p.72,b. 111, Rasedatal Wage, p12. 
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shall never betray. We are in a period when most of the people 
regard betrayal as wisdom. In these days the ignorant call it the 
excellence of cunning.” 


643, Imim ‘Ali (as.): “The best [feature in relation to] Islam is to 
fulfill one’s pledges.’ 


644, Imm ‘Ali (as) — in his instructions to Malik al-Ashtar: “If you 
bind an agreement between yourself and your enemy or grant 
him a protective covenant (dhimmab), guard your agreement in 
good faith and tend to your covenant with loyalty. Make of 
yourself a shield before what you have granted, for men, despite 
the division among their sects and the diversity of their 
opinions, are not united more firmly in any of the obligations 
{imposed upon them) ty God than in attaching importance to 

cling im mptemions. ‘The idolatecs hed sleidy adored (9 
tha (honoring agreement) among themselves before the 
Muslims, by reason of the evil consequences of treachery that 
they had seen. So never betray your protective covenant, never 
break your agreement and never deceive your enemy, for none 
is audacious before God but a wretched fool. God has made 
His agreement and His protective covenant a security, which 
He has spread among the servants by the Grace of His Mercy 
and a sanctuary in whose impregnability they may rest and in 
whose proximity they may spread forth. Within it there is no 
corruption, treachery or deceit. 


Do not make an agreement in which you allow deficienci 
and rely not upon ambiguity of language after confirm: 
and finalization (of the agreement). Let not the difficulties of 
an affair in which an agreement before God is binding 
upon you invite you to seek itsabrogationunjustly.For your 
patience in the hardships of an affair, hoping for its solution 
and the blessing of its outcome is better than an act of 
treachery that you fear its consequences and being questioned 
by Allah and you could not ask for forgiveness for it in thit 
world and the next.”* 














1. Nabj abBalaghah, Semon 41, Khai a 
Mate, p12, b. 238 

2 Up ab ikem we ab Maret, p. 47,9 1616 

43. Nahjal-Balaghab, Letter 83, Taba eUgil, p. 6S. Abo cf, Da'tim alia, vo. |, 
Pes, 
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103-5 


Discharging Obligations 
645, Imim ‘Ali (a.s): "Return the trust to the person who has trusted 


you, even though he would be the murderer of the children of 
the Prophets 


646. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Do not betray him who has regarded you as 
trustworthy, even though he has betrayed you; and do not 
disclose his secret, although he discloses it himself.”* 


647, Imim ‘Ali (as) — from his letter to Ash'ath ibn Quys: 
“Certainly, your assignment is not a morsel for you to have but 
it is a trust on your neck and you are being overseen by your 
superiors.” 

648, Imim ‘Ali (a. ~ from his letter to one of his tax collectors: 
“Ile whose hidden position is not different from his open 
position and whose action is not different from his words, has 
discharged his obligation and his worship is pure, I also order 
him that he should not harass them (subjects), should not be 
harsh towards them and should not turn away from them 
because of superiority of an official position over them, for 
they are brothers in faith and helpers in the recovery of levies. 

Certainly you have a fixed share and a known right in this 
levy, and there ate other sharers who are poor, weak and 
starving, We shall discharge your rights. So you should pay off 
their rights. If you do not do so, you will have the largest 
number of enemies on the Day of Judgment. How wretched is 
the man whose enemies in the presence of God are the needy, 
the destitute, the beggars, the turned away, and the indebted 
and (penniless) travelers. 


He who treats the trust lightly, indulges in treachery and 
does not keep himself and his faith untarnished by it has 
certainly secured hus ition in this world and his humiliation 




















/Khisd,p. 618 b. 1, Bibér alma, vol. 7, 115, .& 

2 Tubaf al-Ugil, . 81, "Upin abHikam wa abMerwd iz, p. $19, be 9426, Bibér al 
Antedr, vol 7, p.28, b. 

4. Nak at-Balaghab, Lever 5, Jawabir abMapalit,vol.2, p. 26 
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and disgrace in the next world will be greater. Surely the 
greatest treachery isthe teachery against the Muslim 
community and the ugliest deceit is the deceit towards the 
Muslim leaders, Wassala 
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Making Use of Other People’s Knowledge 


649, Imam ‘Ali (a): “The lost article of a wise person is knowledge. 
He should seize it anywhere it may be.”* 





650. Imim Ali (as): “Knowledge is the lost article of a wise person. 
+ Therefore he deserves it more anywhere it may be.”” 

651, Imim ‘Ali (as): “Acquire the knowledge wherever you find it. 
Certainly knowledge isa lost article of the believer.”* 

652. Imam ‘Ali (as.): “Knowledge is a lost article of the believer. Seek 
it even though it is in the possession of the evil-doers.”* 

(653, Imm ‘Ali (a.s.): “Acquire knowledge even from the polytheists” 

654, Imim ‘Ali (as): “Knowledge is a lost article of the believer. 
Seize it even from the mouth of the polytheists.”” 

(655, Imim ‘Ali (as): “Knowledge isa lost article of the believer. Seek 
it even from the polythests; as you deserve it more and are 
more worthily of | 


656, Imim ‘Ali (as.): “Knowledge is a lost article of the believer. 
Acquire it even from the mouth of the hypocrites.” 











1. Nabj abBalagbab, Letee 26, Bibtr abAnaedr, vol 38, p. 528, b. 719. 

2. Ghurar al Hiker, b. 587. 

3. Ghurar al Hikam, 9 396. 

4. Ghurar abHikam, b. SO, Oya al ikem wa al Marea, p. 2, b 40% 
5. Tabaf al-'Ugil, p. 201. 








3, b. 71, Bihar alvAmedr, vol. 2, p.97, he. 
1 TanbthabRbewatir vol. 

& aidAmali by al Toss, p. 695, 1290. 
9. Ghurerabikam, 1829, Up al Hiker wa ab Mama p22, b. 15, 





600 Imam Ali and Political Leadership 








25 «tlt yobs Eero) 
“gpl no Det NGS 
723/10 








CAA he 





rege uy 659 
1b cgeagh Ml AS sia pL! 660 






5 4 pS Sip pl pS) FLL 
8.3 /10 
a 


N Butt 5 LF Staal 5 SY neice LY 661 
* QUUL 36 las ST rewe 662 
5 i wats j Sosy his bad G1, Jas eee 663 





Ihe eV plat NOEL 9 \ 

B19 Dee ge MNES Ah aby YSU gp HA nV atlas t 
sath Pedant ft 

Bolly SLI Ig Bg Sp SSD ng AVS go eM lat 207 SBI gg 
Patna Mbte 16iye 

632 shy tp singe spine p ONS OIE 2D 3 NSOEE Me 2e rind 

py esarind cp seteg tg al 9 

N0022¢ 540 Ely SLI A NODC ALLA A 

BITE U Bally p Le DIBA PLLA 

Ath Sigh 707¢ 252, Bg Sill peh Ae AGAAM pag ASN SEIN ae A 





Chapter Ten: State Policies 601 











659. 


661. 


662. 


“Ali (as “Knowledge is a lost article of the believer. 
‘Therefore acquire wisdom even from people of hypocrisy.” 

(as): “Acquire knowledge from wherever it may 
come, because if wisdom is in the heart of @ hypocrite it 
stammers in his heart until it comes forth and settles in the 
breast of the believer.”* 
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Cultural Independence 


Imim ‘Ali (as.): "It is seldom that a man likens himself to 
people and does not become one of them.” 

Imim al-$idig (2): “The Commander of the Faithful would 
say: ‘This nation will always live with happiness as long.as they 
would not wear the clothing or eat the foods of foreigners 
However, if they did so, God would inflict disgrace upon 
them.” 











103-8 
Miscellaneous 
Imm ‘Ali (28): “There shall be no prosperity where a tyrant is 
ruling.”® 
Imim ‘Ali (a): “The blight of prosperity is the tyranny of a 


ruler." 

Imim ‘Ali (a8): "Your turning away from him who inclines 
towards you is a loss of benefit while your inclination towards 
him who turns away from you is humiliation of the self."” 








1. Naby abBaiaghab, Aphor 


0, Khaya palin 





p.m. 


2. Kh is ab mma, p-94, NabjabBalaghab, Aphoriso 7, Rab’ ana, vol. >, pW. 


A. NuhjalBalaghal: Aphorien 37, Kha abd imap 





_Naghat al Nair, 5b. M. 


4 alMabisin, vol. 2, p76 B 1508 & p22. 16, Bite al Arana, vol. p. 33,6. 
5. Ghurer al iam, b. 10791, ‘Usin al-Hiam 2a al Maze p. $40, h. 0022 
6, Ghurer al Liheme, b. 3988, ‘Uy alHlikam wa al-Marediz, p18, b. 3717 


1. Nabj abBalaghak Aphorism 481, Bibér abner, 
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664, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): "He who does not incur enmity towards you is 
your friend. 





665. Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “He who inclines towards you in time of your 
fortune will turn away from you in time of your misfortune."* 


666, Imimn ‘Ali (as): "Have love for your friend up to a limit, for it 
is possible that he may become your enemy some day; and hate 
your enemy wp to limit ori is possible that he may become 
your friend some day.” 


667. Imim al$idiq (2.2): “The Commander of the Faithful would 
say: "Let your heart combine need for people with 
independence from them. Your need for them should appear in 
your lenient words and affability, and your independence from 
them should appear in maintaining] the integrity of your 
reputation and the retaining of your self esteem." 


668, Imm ‘Ali (2): “Grant all your friendship to your friend, but 
do not fully put your trust in him. Help him by all means, but 
do not divulge all your secrets to him, so that you have used 
wisdom and observed bonds of friendship.”* 


669, Imam ‘Ali 
to tolerate 








“He who does not tolerate those whom he has 
not wise.” 





670, {mim ‘Ali (as): “Do not deal with him from whom you cannot 
extract justice’ 








{aban ig ak'Adadioy, p61 
2. Ghuraraltlikam,b. 878 


3. Nakj alBalaghah, Aphorism 268, TebafalUpi, p. 201 abAmalt by ab Ts), p34, 
b.707 


4. ab ol. 2, p48, 7, Ma‘ant abbr, p. 262 bt, Taf aU, p 208 
5. Kang atin id, vol. p93. 

6. Tahafa2'Ugi,p. 208, Bibtr at Arwdr,wol. 18, p57. 12 

1. Ghurer atta, b 1018, “Ursin aHitam me al.Mawd', p. Si, b. 200. 
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671, Imam ‘Ali (as): “Beware of scaring your friends to the extent 
that it will force them to keep 2 distance and make them desert 
from you.”" 

672, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “He whose benefit lies in your loss will never 
be free from hostility to you at any time.”” 

673. Imam ‘Ali (as): “Overlook at the time of strength and do good 
in your good tum of fortune so as to perfect your 
magnanimity.” 

674, Imim ‘Ali (a): “Put up with your friend’s blunders for the 
time of the enemy's assault.”* 

675, mim ‘Ali (23.): “People looking forward to your rewards is 
better than their fear of your punishment.”® 

676, Ienien “Ali (a..): “Substitute [other people 
[their] respect for you.”* 

677. (mim ‘Ali (a): “Let people hold on to their rites and customs 
so {act in a way] that the innocent feel secure from you and the 
evildoers be scared of you; and attend to the borders and the 
‘outskirts of cities.”” 

678, Lmnimm ‘Ali (a): “The hardest of all policies is to change habits 
and customs. 

679, mim ‘Ali (as: “People will prosper as long. ag they differ. 
‘Then when they become alike they will be ruined.” 

(680, Imam ‘Ali (a. “He who treats people with tolerance will enjoy 
their company.”"? 
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681. Imim ‘Ali (2.x): “Obedience to the superios, respecting the 
peers and being equitable to the subordinate are among the 
signs of wisdom.”' 

(682, Imam ‘Ali (a.s.): “The instrument of governing is tolerance and 
forbearance.”* 

683, Imim ‘Ali (as): “People delving into something is a 
preliminary step forwards achieving 

684, Imim ‘Ali (2): “Beware of doing something that makes an 
honorable person disgust you, or debases your status, or ushers 
evil towards you, or makes you suffer a penalty on the Day of 
Resurrection."* 





(685, mim ‘Ali (a): “He who rises to a high position undeservedly 
will collapse unreasonably.”* 


686. Imim " ): “Measure people with their own scales." 


687. Imim ‘Ali (a): “Wisdom is that you do not dispute with your 
superior, do not debase your subordinate, do not promise [to 
do] what you are not capable (of doing}; that your tongue 
should not disagree with your heart and your words should not 
disprove your deeds. Do not talk about what you have no 
knowledge of. Do not give up affairs when applicable and do 
not pursue them when inapplicable.” 


688, Imam ‘Ali (2.8. — from an aphorism attributed to him: “Treat 


the honorable magnanimously, the average interestedly and 
fearfully and the ignoble contemptuously."* 








1. Ghurar abtikam,b. 9622, ‘Us a Hikam wa al Mavi, p. 473, 8676. 
2. Nel sill Aphcian Kh abe, m8 Gear aim, 
1256 

13, Ghurar al-ikam, b. 5087, Uys al ikaw wa at Marea, p. 202, 8 4612. 

‘4. Ghurar al Hien, b. 2727, Updo al Hikame wal Mace, p. 10 2281. 

‘5, Ghurar al ikem, . #6. 

6, alMawa'ig al Adsdinya, p. 57. This apparently means to mesure people 
according to their own capacities and circumstances. 

1, Ghurar at Hikam, b- 945, ‘Upin al fiham wa al Maced, p. 473, b 881 

4 Sharh Nabj a Balaghab, vol. 20, p. 311, 528. 
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689, Imimm ‘Ali (as) - from an aphorism attributed to him: “If you 
have a friend whose brotherhood and friendship you do not 
approve, do not reveal it to the people, for such a friend is like 
a-dull sword in one’s house that frightens the foe and they do 
not know whether it is sharp or dull.”! 

690, Imim ‘Ali (as) — from an aphorism attributed to him: 
“Whenever a friend of yours does something good to you do 
not pay him back with full reward, but reserve some of it for a 

1 time when his benevolence adds up.”* 

691. Imam ‘Ali (as.) - from an aphorism attributed to him: “There 
are some people who diminish their favor when you increase 
yours and degrade you when you take them as your special 
friend, Their pleasure is not positioned where you can realize it 
and their fury is not situated where you can avoid it. If you 
‘ever encounter them, offer them your common friendship and 
deny them your deep friendship so that what you grant them 
may serve as a defense against their harms and what you deny 
them may keep their respect in check.”* 

692, Imim ‘Ali (4) ~ from an aphorism attributed to him: “A 
person who heads a group, wisdom forbids him to get drunk, 
for itis indecent for a guardian to be in need of someone [else] 
to guard him."* 

693, Imam ‘Ali (as) - from an aphorism attributed to him: “Do not 
accept chairmanship over the people of your hometown since 
they would not be in agreement with you unless you overpass 
the status of an accomplished leader.”* 


694, Imim ‘Ali (a..)~ from an aphorism attributed to him: "Do not 
serve a leader whose indolence you are aware of and whom the 
circumstances has raised {to a high position] and he knows that 
you are aware of his past. For although he would be pleased 
‘with your service, he knows how [disdainfully] you look at 
him, 50 he would be annoyed with you." 








1. Ibid, vol 29, p. 30, b. s80 
2 Ibid, vol. 2, p. 331, B78. 
3. Ibid, vol. 2, p. 320, h. 63. 
4 Ibid, vol. 2, p. 338, b. 71. 

ol. 20, p. 282, h. 232. 
J, vol. 20, p. 337, 85. 
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695, Imam ‘Ali (as); “Do not let your desires be free, for they will 
lead you to the ways of tyrants and hence destroy you. Once 
truth comes to you and you happen to realize it, do not be 
indolent about it, as you will be at a great loss.” 

696, Imim ‘Ali (ax) ~ from an aphorism attributed to him: “The 
most detrimental to you is to inform your superior that you 
excel over him in chairmanship. 

697. Imim ‘Ali (a,) from an aphorism attributed to him: “The 
little that leads to abundance is better than the abundance that 
leads to little.”” 


698, Imim ‘Ali (2.3) ~from an aphorism attributed to him: “It is of 
no harm to you to find your friend with your foe, for if he 
brings you no profit he will not cause you any harm.”* 















Tabaf a 'Upa,p 30 
Sharh Nahi a Balaghob wl 2, p37, 86. 


